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Just a short note to everyone as the month comes to a close. We hope you all enjoyed our festivals show before the holidays, and now our 2nd class parents have our annual musical to look forward to. This year they’ll stage Little Red Riding Hood. Details will follow to 2nd class parents shortly.

Following on from some recent lunch checks I’d like to remind parents of our policy again. Some pupils are coming to school on Fridays with a ridiculous quantity of sweets and even giant size chocolate bars! Please remember our policy is one small treat to be eaten after their usual lunch and sweets are not allowed any day of the week. Remember our healthy lunch policy is to instil good eating habits in our pupils at a time when childhood obesity is on the rise.. We will be doing more spot checks in the weeks ahead. If treat days continue to be disregarded by pupils we will need to review the policy to abolish it. Our policy is reprinted on this page as a reminder. We look forward to your co operation with this and remember it isn’t fair on other pupils if any child breaks the rules.
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Friday 15th May 2009 – School closed at 12.15pm for staff meeting
Friday 29th May 2009 – School closed all day

Sports Day – 16th June (weather permitting)
New Junior Infants Parents’ Information Meeting – Thursday 4th June
Friday 12th June 2009 – School closed at 11.30am for staff meeting.

Open Day for new Junior Infants – Thursday 18th June. 
SCHOOL TOUR DATES
J.I. – 5/6/09 – Newbridge House, Donabate

S.I. – 14/5/09 – Dublin Zoo

1st – 25/5/09 – Sonairte, Laytown

2nd – 6/5/09 – National Gallery, Dublin

3rd – 26/5/09 – Lullymore, Co. Kildare

4th – 13/5/09 – Newgrange, Co. Meath

5th – 19/5/09 – Kilmainham Jail/Collins Barracks

6th – 22/5/09 – Lilliput Adventure Centre

Outreach – 20/5/09 – Imaginosity/Playzone

Further details on tours will issue to parents in due course.
GO RAIBH MAITH AGAIBH:

Games/Jigsaws - Trish O’Malley, Colette Gahan, Niamh Geraghty and her grandfather and Fintan Monaghan
Books – Olivia Gallagher and Grainne O’Hagan
Towels – Colette Gahan

Garden equipment – David Mahon

Parents’ visits – Elena O’Toole who assisted 4th class in planting seeds, Pat Kerr who spoke to 4th class about architecture and Valerie Craven-Grace who made scones with 1st and 2nd classes.

HEALTHY LUNCH POLICY
We’d like to remind all parents of our healthy lunch policy again. Lollipops are dangerous on 

the school playground and we’ve found many children eat only the sweets on these days if this is the treat they get!

On annual visits from our Dental Health Nurse, the message is repeated that it is very bad for children’s teeth to sip sugary drinks or juices throughout the school day.  With this in mind we urge parents to encourage your child to bring water for their lunch drink.

HEALTHY LUNCH POLICY

1.  The North Kildare Educate Together School encourages healthy eating among pupils at all times.

2.  Parents are asked when choosing lunches to avoid the following items – popcorn, crisps, sweets, fizzy drinks, glass bottles, sugary products.

3.  The range of foods suitable are: set yoghurts, fruit, sandwiches, crackers, juices, milk, soup, raw vegetables, cheese, raisins etc.

4.  We have designated Fridays as Treat Days.  On this day your child may have biscuits, buns or a snack bar after their usual lunch.  Please avoid sweets on Fridays.

Please note lollipops are not allowed for reasons of safety.
We seek co-operation of all parents in implementing this policy. Your encouragement of healthy eating habits will have benefits for us all.  

Please remember – if your child does not keep to it – it is unfair on other pupils who do!

FESTIVALS AROUND THE WORLD 
I hope you all enjoyed our wonderful Festivals Around the World performances on 2nd April last – our pupils certainly did!  I would like to thank all the teachers, Special Needs Assistants, our Transition Year placement – Philip Duffy, and indeed the pupils, for working so hard in the run up to the performances.  It was a fabulous display of some of the songs, poetry, dance etc. from around the world, that the children come across in our Multi-Denominational Education Programme.  Well done again!
Thanks to Annah Knight and Noeleen McDonnell who kindly gave us copies of photos they took during the performances.

ATHLETICS  

Athletics resumed on Thursday 5th March for our 2nd to 6th classes and they are working hard in preparation for the annual Santry games which will be held in early June. We have been very successful at the games over the past number of years – so let the campaign continue! 

K’NEX CHALLENGE
On 20th March 3rd Class took part in the K’nex Challenge.  They all thoroughly enjoyed making their own creations.  See Children’s Corner.

ARTS EVENTS

If you were within ear shot of the school on Monday and Tuesday 9th and 10th March you would have heard the thump of many different drum beats, courtesy of Eddie O’Neill.  Eddie 

provides drum workshops throughout the country for various age groups and has visited the N.K.E.T.S. before.  He never fails to make his workshops interesting, educational and above all very entertaining.  He has a fabulous collection of drums from all over the world and during this workshop he ensures that all the children have a go!
During our Seachtaine na Gaeilge (9th – 13th March) we had our annual Ceili Mor with Rita Doyle.  All the classes were given instruction for a variety of Irish dances.  
GREEN NEWS UPDATE

Our fourth Green Flag project is ‘Transport’.  We would like to encourage everyone to try, at least once a week, to either walk, cycle, park & stride (see below), carpool or use the school bus (if applicable).  In this way we will help reduce our carbon emissions,  encourage exercise in our daily lives and help us get our 4th Green Flag!  We hope now that the weather is improving, as many parents and children as possible, will participate.

We sought permission from the management of Tesco, Celbridge and the Esso garage on the Clane Road to allow parents to drive to either of their car-parks, park, walk to the school and then return.  There are direct paths to and from the school from these car-parks for your safety.  

Alternatively, share the car-journey with someone who lives close to you, if the park & stride option is not suitable.  

CREATIVE WRITING
Our 5th and 6th classes took part in a Creative Writing workshop given by James Lawlor on the 25th March.  The pupils were given some interesting tips that may help with their future writings. 
SWIMMING LESSONS

1st Class are half-way through their swimming lessons.  Before they finish their lessons they will take part in the N.K.E.T.S. Swim Awards and will each receive a N.K.E.T.S. Swim Certificate in due course.  Their last swimming session, on Thursday 14th May will be a ‘Fun Swim’ where parents can come along and join their children in the pool.   

It is hoped that swimming lessons will commence for Junior Infants on Thursday 21st May for five lessons. Further details of this will be distributed to parents shortly.    

EASTER EGG HUNT

Our annual Egg Hunt for our Junior and Senior Infants (hidden very carefully by 1st and 2nd classes!) took place on Friday 3rd April.  This is always a very enjoyable event and everyone is sure to get an egg (or two!).  1st and 2nd received lollipops for a job well done.

CYCLE SAFETY
4th class completed their six cycle safety lessons recently.  The training the children receive includes practise on bike safety, ways to recognize danger on the road and how to react 

to it safely.  We hope our pupils will be entrusted to use their bikes more and enjoy the habit of exercise.
Thanks to Barbara Connolly of the Cycle Safety School who co-ordinates and teaches the lessons.
SOCCER COMPETITION

Last Wednesday 29th April in Portlaoise a successful season came to an end for the N.K.E.T.S. girls 5-a-side football team.  The squad of Roisin Mahon, Robyn Parker, Lucy Doyle, Jasmina Constantin, Roisin Malone, Ashlee Scanlon, Maeve Connell and Sophie Scanlon had already won their local competition and been crowned Kildare Champions.  Despite some brave performances they were unable to reach the Leinster finals.  The girls started the competition well, defeating a strong side from Kilkenny by a goal to nil.  Some resolute defending and a couple of great saves from Roisin Mahon in goals kept the scores level before a late Roisin Malone penalty secured the win.  The girls were then beaten 1-0 by a team from Offaly but went into the last group match knowing a win would take them to the final. 

After falling a goal behind early on, our girls dominated the remainder of the game, but a combination of good goalkeeping and bad luck denied them an equaliser.

The girls can look back with pride on a fine season and were a credit to themselves and their school during every match and training session. 

SCHOOL YEAR 2009/2010

For those of you who may be planning holidays during the summer, the school will re-open on Tuesday 1st Sept. 2009 

DRAMA GROUP VISIT
Our 22nd April we were visited by the Down to Earth Theatre Company, who put on a very informative story titled ‘Treasure Hunt’ for our 1st to 6th classes.  It is an environmental production which encourages the children to think about the magic and beauty that lies around them and highlights the damage that littering causes to the beauty of the countryside. 

ST. PATRICK’S DAY PARADE

On 16th March we had a ‘green day’.  The children wore green to take part in our very own St. Patrick’s Day Parade, and also donated €1 to give to the Irish Guide Dogs Association.  The sum of € 200 was raised for this very worthy organisation.  Thank you all for your support. 

FEILE CHILL DARA 2009

Some of our senior classes (together with other schools in County Kildare) entered an art competition to design the cover of the National Official Feile Programme.  The N.K.E.T.S. entries are now on display in the Whitewater Shopping Centre, Newbridge until the middle of May for the public to view.  Details of the winning ‘programme cover’ will be notified to us in due course and will be announced via local newspapers and radio.  

The National Feile competition takes place on 3rd, 4th and 5th July. 
SRG

The Student Representative Group (SRG) is made up of a group of students who were elected to represent their class. The first elections to the SRG at N.K.E.T.S. were held in March 2009 using proportional representation.  Each student in the senior corridor had two votes, one to elect a girl and one to elect a boy.
The class representatives elected were:

6th Class Sarah Quinlan & Joe Cullen-Tinley

5th Jessica O’Loughlin & Luke O’Malley

4th Anna Hepple & Thomas McKeone

3rd Kate O’Malley & Ben Brezina 

Two meetings have been held.  

First meeting.  An initial meeting was held to allow members get to know each other and create a modus operandi for the SRG. A photo call of members was also arranged.  Niall and Tom attended the meeting. 

Second meeting. In our recent meeting the teachers asked us to do the sports day schedule. We came up with the suggestion box (feel free to write a suggestion and put in the box).  We also decided on the first SRG fundraiser.  It’s called CRAZY HAT DAY! – you make a hat and bring it in on Friday May 8th (with €1.00 please).  The money we raise will be used for a good cause. Rita and Niall attended the meeting.

Further meetings will be held.


Luke & Kate O’Malley
BOARD OF MANAGEMENT

STAFF LEAVE Our Special Education Teacher, Lorraine Dunne, will be taking Adoptive Leave commencing Monday 11th May and won’t be returning to us until 8th December.  We welcome Shilpa to Ireland and wish Lorraine and her family every good wish and happiness in the months and years ahead.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE NEWS

Fundraising News:
Easter Hamper:  The Hamper full of Easter Goodies was raffled just
 before Easter and was a great success with € 515 raised.  Thank 
you to Susan McCartney for donating the Hamper contents.
Eoghan Grace from 2nd Class was the lucky winner!
 

Next Event:  Family photos taken for a small fee (take your picture
 home!) with a member of Celbridge Camera Club at The Family
 Fun Day (to be organised by the NKETS Parent's Association). 
This will be the last fundraising event of this school year.  
 A summary of fundraising activities will be published before the holidays.
 

Educate Together News:  The AGM of Educate Together (the National 
Representative Organisation for Multi-Denominational Schools) will
 take place on 6th June 2009 at Monkstown Educate Together School.
See www.educatetogether.ie for details.



CHILDREN’S ACHIEVEMENTS
Congratulations to the following children

Thomas McKeone (4th class) took part in a golf competition on 
21st March in Carton Golf Course.  He is one of fifty members of
 the Carton Golf Academy and this was their end of term competition,
organised by Louise Darcy (a golf instructor there).  
Thomas won the U15 three-ball scramble. 
To Shannon Mooney (6th) who passed her First Grade Irish 
Dancing exam with honours. 

Well done to you both!


K’nex Challenge article and picture by Conor Murphy (3rd Class)





‘Today a guy named Alan came to our class and he told us to make a helicopter out of K’nex.  He said you must have seats, lights and a stretcher.  I was working with Cian McDonnell.  What we did was I get the pieces for Cian and then we started building it.  Me and Cian won, we couldn’t believe it.’











Below are two samples of work from 1st class in the areas of SESE and MDEP.





Mistakes by Aidan Connolly


It’s OK to make a mistake.


We make mistakes when we learn new things.


We learn how to fix our mistakes.


We have a go and try hard.





Our Five Senses by Lily Ling Johnson


I use my tongue to taste


I use my eye to look


I use my ears to hear


I use my nose to smell.


I use my hands to touch.





This is a poem based on ‘James and the Giant Peach (Roald Dahl)


by Kate O’Malley (3rd Class)





He is James Henry Trotter,


He’s nothing like Harry Potter,


Except in the books, but not in looks.


While the cows went moo


James’s parents were having dinner in London Zoo.





James went to live with Aunt Sponge and Aunt Spiker.


They weren’t that nice – they are like a horrible spice.


As you see James’s life is over.





An old man made a speech


Which made a big peach appear to the garden of James.


James’s life turned and churned and twizzled


And that’s when it all began.





How other people see me


by Ciara  Saunders (2nd)





To my parents, I’m special


To my friends, I’m fun.


To my teacher, I’m good.


To my Teddys, I’m kind.


To my Auntie, I’m fantastic.


But to myself, I’m just me.








