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During March our 5th class attended a Tag Rugby day in N.U.I. Maynooth and this was a very enjoyable day for the class. Our first class commenced their final swimming lessons and their last fun swim is on this Thursday. My thanks to all our parents who came along to the sessions to help the children, without you it would be unmanageable.

Seachtain na Gaeilge was good fun for all with ceol, ceili, trath na gceist, an siopa and Radio N.K.E.T.S. keeping us entertained each day on the intercom! Our Criunniu (assembly) was lively and ended with a whole school rendition of Amhrain na BhFiann.

St.Patrick’s Day parade was a great day out and showed what a strong sense of community we have. Well done to everyone who joined us on the day and of course to our staff and parents who prepared the many ducks, fish, waves, streamers, canoes and our new school banner which all added a great splash of colour to our entry.

Our 6th class went on a very interesting trip to some places of worship recently, a Jewish Synagogue, a Muslim Mosque and a Buddhist Centre. This trip brings to life some of the topics they’ve been studying in the Learn Together Curriculum.

The Stay Safe Programme as you know is taught in the school each year to Senior Infants, Second class, Fourth, and Sixth. Our parents in the Outreach classes had a meeting with a trainer from the Child Abuse Prevention office to outline how this topic is approached with children with special needs.

Friday April 1st was National Autism day and to mark the occasion we had an open afternoon for parents. The parents met for coffee, helped plant a tree with the children to mark the day and then spent some time in the classrooms whilst the boys did art, played the recorder and showed them some games on our new interactive whiteboards.

Our girls’ and boys’ soccer team entered the F.A.I. five a side competition and our girls’ team are now through to the next round this Wednesday. 

The teachers attended interactive whiteboard training recently now that we have invested our grant and supplemented it with money from fundraising.

Our landscaping appeal has been very well supported and thank you to all who gave so generously offering labour, plants and money. We look forward to developing the grounds over the coming weeks

Our 2nd class staged Roald Dahl’s Three Little Pigs last week and this was a resounding success. Well done to our pupils, Lydia, and the many parents that helped with scenery etc.

After a hectic second term we look forward to our holidays on Friday. Enjoy them!   See you all back at 8.40.a.m. on Tuesday May 3rd.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

New Junior Infants Parents’ Information Meeting – Monday 30th May  @ 8.00pm sharp

Open Day for new Junior Infants – Wednesday 8th June from 1.30pm – 2.20pm 


SCHOOL YEAR 2011/2012

If any parent is planning holidays during the summer, please note that the school will re-open on Thursday 1st September 2011.

THE THREE LITTLE PIGS

Our 2nd class were very busy during March in preparation of their annual musical, which was held on Thursday 7th April.  This year they staged ‘The Three Little Pigs’, and as expected, they gave a wonderful display of musical talent, to the classes here and to their parents.  A word of thanks to the many 2nd class parents who came in to work on the various backdrops and costumes.  Thanks to Lydia for preparing the children so well for their performance
HEALTHY LUNCHES

Following on from some recent lunch checks I’d like to remind parents of our policy again. Some pupils are coming to school on Fridays with a ridiculous quantity of sweets and even giant size chocolate bars! Please remember our policy is one small treat to be eaten after their usual lunch and sweets are not allowed any day of the week. Remember our healthy lunch policy is to instil good eating habits in our pupils at a time when childhood obesity is on the rise.. We will be doing more spot checks in the weeks ahead. If treat days continue to be disregarded by pupils we will need to review the policy to abolish it. Our policy is reprinted on this page as a reminder. We look forward to your co operation with this and remember it isn’t fair on other pupils if any child breaks the rules.
ST. PATRICK’S DAY PARADE

Our first ever entry in the Celbridge St. Patrick’s Day Parade was great fun!  The children and parents worked hard in preparing the artwork under the theme of ‘The River’.  We saw some great ducks, fish, canoes and paddles being put 
together.  Thankfully, the weather on the day was dry and this added to the great turnout of parents and children from the school who took part in the parade.  The main street was thronged with onlookers.  When our group passed the main stand we received a great compliment from the MC when he stated that ‘as always, the parents are greatly involved in the school’ and this was truly evident on the day.  

Thanks to the staff, pupils and parents in preparing the artwork and for turning up on the day.  The school received a ‘School Award’ and each class received a ‘Community Contribution’ Certificate, for taking part in the parade. 
GO RAIBH MAITH AGAIBH:

Books – Lorcan Claffey, Orla Kearney, Fiona Costello, Julie Lyons, Mary Geagan-Murray, Lisa Dixon (Past parent), Paula Carroll and Sharon Lynch
Stationery – White and colour paper, envelopes and laser labels from Anna Herron and Audrey Beatty.
Jigsaws for Outreach - Sinead Pluymers, Irina Barry, Niamh Drew and Anna Herron 
Helpers/Visitors – Ana Camara, Lena Lindberg and Helena McMahon for their gardening work with our classes.  Thanks to the many parents who came in to read extracts from their favourite childhood book, to the Senior Infants.  Thanks to Lynn O’Connor who spoke to our Junior Infant class about nursing. 

Refreshments – Thanks to Trish O’Malley who provided drinks, bars etc. for our soccer teams at the FAI Competition held on 7th April.
INDIVIDUAL TOWELS

Please remember to change your child’s towel on a regular basis.
HEALTHY LUNCH POLICY
We’d like to remind all parents of our healthy lunch policy again. Lollipops are dangerous on 
the school playground and we’ve found many children eat only the sweets on these days if this is the treat they get!

HEALTHY LUNCH POLICY

1.  The North Kildare Educate Together School encourages healthy eating among pupils at all times.

2.  Parents are asked when choosing lunches to avoid the following items – popcorn, crisps, sweets, fizzy drinks, glass bottles, sugary products.

3.  The range of foods suitable are: set yoghurts, fruit, sandwiches, crackers, juices, milk, soup, raw vegetables, cheese, raisins etc.

4.  We have designated Fridays as Treat Days.  On this day your child may have biscuits, buns or a snack bar after their usual lunch.  Please avoid sweets on Fridays.

Please note lollipops are not allowed for reasons of safety.
We seek co-operation of all parents in implementing this policy. Your encouragement of healthy eating habits will have benefits for us all.  

Please remember – if your child does not keep to it – it is unfair on other pupils who do!

SPORTS NEWS  

Athletics resumed on Thursday 3rd March for our 2nd to 6th classes and they are working hard in preparation for the annual Santry games which will be held in early June. We have been very successful at the games over the past number of years – so let the campaign continue! 

Tag Rugby - Again on 3rd March, our 5th class took part in a Tag Rugby Blitz held in Maynooth University grounds. Although we weren’t winners, the children thoroughly enjoyed participating.
FAI Competition - Some pupils from our 4th, 5th and 6th classes took part in the FAI 5-a-side soccer competition in Ballyoulster Football Club on Thursday 7th April.  Due to the great success at that competition our girls’ team will be competing once again in Newbridge on Wednesday 13th April.  Best of luck girls!

(See Children’s Corner for list of participants).

Cross Country – 16 of our pupils will be taking part in the Cuman na mBunscoil cross country competition in Hawkfield, Newbridge on Thursday 14th April.  We wish them every success.
ARTS EVENTS
During our Seachtaine na Gaeilge in March we had our annual Ceili Mor with Rita Doyle.  All the classes were given instruction for a variety of Irish dances.  

We also opened up a ‘gaelige shop’ whereby the children earned ‘tokens’ by speaking Irish and were then able to ‘buy’ items from the shop.  Well done to Cathy who organised this.
Artzone very kindly donated a workshop to our 4th class on the 3rd March.  They ran a print workshop which was a great success. The results of the workshop were lovely and the children were delighted with the compliments they got.
PLACES OF WORSHIP
Our 6th class visited three places of worship on the 22nd March.  They went to a Buddhist Centre, a Mosque and a Synagogue.  They found that by visiting these places of worship, it enhanced their class work done on religious education and gave them a great insight into places of worship.  On each occasion, they were met by representatives who spoke about their places of worship, garments worn for various religious occasions and our pupils were invited to ask questions.    (See Children’s Corner)

SWIMMING LESSONS

1st Class will finish their swimming lessons on Thursday 14th April with a ‘Fun Swim’ where parents can come along and join their children in the pool.   

Swimming lessons will commence for Junior Infants on Thursday 5th May for five lessons.    

EASTER EGG HUNT

Our annual Egg Hunt for our Junior and Senior Infants will take place this Friday 15th April.    This is always a very enjoyable event and everyone is sure to get an egg (or two!).  

SURPRISE FREE SCIENCE SHOW

We were delighted to welcome Declan Holmes from Intel to give our 4th and 5th classes a free ‘Rocket Workshop’ on Wednesday 30th March. The aim of the workshop was to raise interest in science by showing students the advantage of working in a team to design the best rocket possible.  The children were divided into groups to understand the science beyond rockets.  They 
then designed, built and launched water rockets to simulate a realistic rocket launch experience.  There were many hoops of joy and laughter throughout the whole workshop!  We would like to thank Declan (and Intel) for offering this workshop to us. 
CYCLE SAFETY
4th class completed their six cycle safety lessons recently.  The training the children receive 
includes practice on bike safety, ways to recognize danger on the road and how to react 
to it safely.  We hope our pupils will be entrusted to use their bikes more and enjoy the habit of exercise.   All the class received Certificates in recognition of their participation in the cycle safety lessons.
Thanks to Barbara Connolly of the Cycle Safety School who co-ordinates and teaches the lessons.



SRG CORNER - Written by Saorise Flattery (5th
Another World Food Day:  We’re excited to announce we will be having another World Food Day after Easter. Scarecrows:  We will be having class scarecrow soon and all the classes will come up with exciting and creative ideas for their scarecrow.

The Census: Classes will be filling in Census Forms and learning about the Census.

Slipper Day:  Slipper day was a great success bringing in €273 for the Irish Guide Dogs.        


BOARD OF MANAGEMENT

Following consultation with staff, pupils, parents and the Board of Management the final draft of the Code of Behaviour will be put onto our website shortly for any further comments.  Following this, in accordance with the Education & Welfare Act, the Code will then be sent to the Executive Committee (Patron) for approval.
The Junior Infant Class for 2011/2012 is now full.  Our Enrolment Policy is ‘strictly first come first served’ so please remind any friends, relatives, neighbours etc. who are interested in our school, to enrol their child as soon as possible.
The Board of Management would like to thank the parent body for their donations of time, money and plants.  Our grounds are all already starting to improve in appearance and we are delighted with the enthusiastic response that our Landscape Project produced. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE NEWS

Fundraising News:.
On Friday 1st April we held our Sponsored Walk.  The weather stayed dry as the children, staff and members of the Fundraising Committee did their walk.  This is a very popular fundraising event amongst the children as it gives them a short time out of class!  Not only that, they and their families managed to raise €3,860 so far, which is a fantastic achievement.  If there are any sponsor cards out there, it is not too late to return them to the school. Well done to all of you.  
Another great way of raising funds, without giving money is bag-packing, which just requires parents give up their time.  It is always a very profitable fundraising event but not so when it comes to seeking volunteers.  There are 168 families in the school and if each family were able to give just one hour of their time, we would well cover the allocation of bag-packing time given to us by Tesco, Celbridge.  Children are able to assist, but must be accompanied by their parent at all times.  This year’s N.K.E.T.S. bag-pack will take place from Thursday 12th May to Saturday 14th May.  (A note was distributed to each family on Tuesday 12th April via schoolbag post).
Please do what you can to help raise funds for your child’s school.  Thank you.



Holi was one of the festivals some of our classes looked
 at in the Learn Together programme. 
Sports Achievements
We are delighted to announce that Dean Cunningham (past pupil) has been called up to the Ireland School Boys Soccer Team (Junior section).  Dean and his team mates will be travelling to England, during the Easter break, to take part in a tournament involving teams from Northern Ireland, Scotland, Wales and England.   Well done to Dean and his family. We are all very proud of him and we wish him the best of luck in what looks like a very promising career in soccer!  
Well done to Shane Corry (S.Inf) who was awarded a trophy on Tuesday 12th April  from Celbridge GAA Club (U7 football) for being the ‘best person’  for the week.

It is only fitting that we recognise the participation of all the boys and girls who took part in the FAI 5-a-side competition on 7th April.  They were:   Emmet Stout, Anna Hepple, Kevin Dunne, Eimear Delaney, Sean O’Reilly-Dalton, Rachael Doyle, Faelan Buckley-Benson, Laura O’Shea, Conor Walsh, Meadhbh Costello, Cian Kavanagh, Ciara Dunne, Conor Neville, Niamh Saunders, Cormac Malone, Aoife Kearney, Philip Kruger, Gemma Petts, Adam Doyle, Kate O’Malley, Conor Murphy, Eilis Mahon, Ryan Kiely, Saoirse Flattery, Conor Dunne, Hannah McHugh, Darragh Copeland, Ashlee McFarland, Daniel Wallace, Aoife Riordan, Daniel Jupe and Ciara Saunders. 
During Science Week, 6th class learned how to design a two-way switch.  This is Maebly’s diagram and explanation.
6th Class also carried out an experiment, namely ‘Growing Tomatoes from Seeds’.  Below is Conor Walsh’s diagram and explanation.

Junior Infants are working very hard on their writing and below are two samples of their work, together with some lovely artwork, from Anna Herron and Bea Melia. 



Spring Poem – written and drawn 


by Evan Scanlon (1st)





Spring flowers baby animals


Playing, birds eggs


Robin looking for food


Ice is gone


Nests are getting built


Good time, flowers are growing.











PICTURE 





Holi by Sam McHugh  (4th)





Holi is a Hindu festival celebrated in India.  It is also known as the Festival of Colour. 





They have bonfires and paint fights.  It is a fun time of year for Hindus.





Holi by Tasneem Elafi (3rd)





Holi is a Hindu festival. We learned about Holika and Prahlad.  In India they celebrate Holi by having fun and throwing paint and water and playing tricks.  We made holi pictures.





SCHOOL TOUR DATES & PRICES 2011


Junior Infants		8th June 2011 		Larchill Gardens, Kilcock  		  €17.00


Senior Infants		31st May 2011	  	Dublin Zoo				  €18.00


1st  Class		19th May 2011 		Sonairte, Laytown  			  €18.00


2nd Class		17th May 2011		Lullymore, Co. Kildare  			  €20.00


3rd Class		9th May 2011		Local tour  				  €10.00


4th Class		20th May 2011		Newgrange, Co. Meath  			  €10.00


4th Class		4th May 2011		Tutankhamun Exhibition 		  €  7.00


5th Class		11th May 2011		Kilmainham Jail/Collins Barracks		  €10.00


6th Class		20th May 2011		Lilliput Adventure Centre 	  	  €30.00


Outreach Classes	2nd June 1011		ENRG, Rathcoole 		   To be decided





Further details on tours will issue to parents in due course.





Places of Worship tour by Amy Kerr (6th)





Yesterday we went to a Buddhist Centre and we learned about the Buddhist religion.  However the bus driver got lost and we went past Spar 3 times!  The lady who was telling us about the Budda and the Buddhist religion was called Aisling and before she was talking to us, she had to do a special worship thing for the Budda.  We learned that Buddhists are not allowed harm any living creature and you don’t have to, but most Buddhists are vegetarians.  The Buddhist centre was very colourful and I loved the decorations on the ceiling!  The outside of the Buddhist Centre was an old house and like I said, the inside was really colourful. 





Next we went to the Mosque, but the bus driver kept passing it, but eventually, we got there.  The Mosque was like a community centre and there was a praying centre, library, shop and a canteen.  When we got into the Mosque, there was a little shoe press because we had to take off our shoes and I got squished because the area that the shoe press was in was really small, and there were loads of people as well.  When we went in there was a really big room with a big green carpet in it.  The man who was talking to us said that we had to take our shoes off because they did a lot of praying on their knees and they wanted to keep the carpet clean.  We learned that if you were Muslim, that you had to pray 3 times a day and they had 1 month a year that you have to fast which is August, but you are allowed to eat at night.  At 4am in the morning you had breakfast.  When we went to the café/canteen, we smelled really nice chicken curry.





After the Mosque, we went to the Synagogue, but we were really hungry so our teacher told us to sneak some lunch on the bus (even though we weren’t allowed)!   When we got to the Synagogue we went in and sat down on a chair.  We learned all about how the Jewish religion worked and that they read from the Torah on their Bar Mitzvah or Bat Mitzvah, and that the  boys have a lot more religious things to do!  We had great fun in all the places and it was a great tour!








