
April 2006

As Easter holidays are late this year we are issuing a short newsletter to bring you up to date before the holidays. On behalf of the staff I’d like to wish you all a lovely Easter break .See you back at 8.40.a.m. on Monday April 24th.
Reminders

School Closures
7th April – closing at 11.30am (Cake Sale Day)

10th – 21st April inclusive (Easter break) 

12th & 15th May  – Curriculum Training Days (last for the year.
19th May – Staff Meeting to include Child Abuse Prevention Training for all staff.  The school will close at 12.15pm
School Year 2006/2007

For those of you who may be planning holidays during the summer, the school will re-open on FRI 1ST SEPT. 2006 

Cake Sale
Our Easter Cake Sale will take place on Friday 7th April at 11.30am in the School Hall.  If you are able to contribute anything i.e. cakes, pies, fairy cakes, bread etc., please do so.  Otherwise, COME ALONG and pick up something delicious for the Easter break.

Executive Committee Membership
Please remember to return your Membership Form to the school office.  Your membership allows you to have your say and vote at the AGM.

Parents Association Survey
If you have not returned your Survey Sheet please do so before Friday 7th April.  The Survey Return Box is situated in the lobby.

LABELLING
We cannot emphasise enough how important it is to label everything belonging to your child (i.e. beakers, lunch boxes, tracksuits, jackets etc.)  We accumulate a large selection of lost property when children’s belongings are not identifiable.


EGG HUNT
The annual Egg Hunt for our Junior and Senior Infants (hidden by our 1st and 2nd classes) will take place either on Thursday 6th or Friday 7th April (weather permitting). There were 24 eggs left over from the Easter Bingo and these have been kindly given to us by the Fundraising Committee so that we could have a free raffle for our older classes (4 per class also taking place on Friday).    

IMPORTANT

In the event of your child needing to leave the school premises during the school day (i.e. illness, medical appointments) please ensure you lave the building via the main door as you must sign out your child.  This is very important for insurance and safety reasons.  Please, where possible, organise appointments outside of school time as your child is missing out on school work if taken during class.

Easter Bingo
Loads of fun was had by all at the Easter Bingo on Sunday and we would like to thank all those who helped make this event a success and to everyone who supported the day.  Including the raffle, we managed to raise €831.30 for our school.  So well done everyone!  

A big thank you to:

Pat for being a fantastic bingo caller,

Bernie Saunders for the idea,

Orla Kearney and Martyn Saunders for the Easter egg donations,

Lorcan Claffey (Louise  in Senior Infants) for his cash donation,

Lena Lindberg, David Neville, Grainne O’Hagan, Eileen O’Mahony, Mike O’Malley for helping to set up the hall,

Noel for keeping the school open a bit longer on Saturday afternoon so we could set up,

Sandra Byrne, Maeve Conlon, Lynne Groves, Vicky Lyons, Niamh O’Hanlon, Liz O’Keeffe, Dolores Quinlan and Aoife Wallace who sat and made up bingo books during Junior Infants swimming lesson!

Trish O’Malley, Anya Kruger for selling raffle tickets and bingo books,

And to all those who helped tidy up the hall at the end of the day.

Thank you to everyone.

The Fundraising Committee (3/4/06)


HELP WANTED

Science Week -  This year our Science Week will take place from 2nd  - 5th May.  We would like to invite any parent whose career involves any aspect of science (biology, physics or chemistry), to come in and talk to the children about what they do and how important science is in their job and why it was necessary to study it.  Indeed, if you know of anyone working in this field i.e. engineer, nursing, etc., who would like to come in to speak to the children, please contact the school office or Arlene (5th Class teacher).

Old School Games – You will recall that we recently asked each child to bring in money towards the purchase of play equipment for our school yards.  Now that the equipment has arrived we are looking for parents to come in to show the children how to use this equipment (balls, ropes etc.) by playing the traditional games parents enjoyed during their primary school days.  Many children don’t play the games we once played and don’t know how – so to keep the traditional games alive why not come in and have some fun.  It will be like stepping back in time!  (No expertise necessary!)   

GO RAIBH MAITH AGAIBH……

Fiona Costello – puzzle and game for 3rd class.  Olive would like to thank Fiona for bringing in her baby daughter Isabeal to show Junior Infants what they looked like when they were very young!

Anja Kruger – for helping Senior Infants and 1st Class in painting eggs for our Easter Tree.

Bree Dunne (grandmother of Oisin 3rd) who purchased an art poster relating to Mainie Jellet (an Irish female artist)

Vic Murphy – donation of A4 photocopying paper. 

Helen Neville and Aine O’Reilly-Neeson  – books for our school libraries.

Lisa Dixon – jigsaw 

Kildare County Council – as part of Tree Week, we received 4 trees from KCC on 15th March.

GREEN FLAG ASSEMBLY

Thursday 16th March was a special day as we had our Green Flag assembly to celebrate our success in retaining our green school status.  Songs were sung, speeches made and it ended with a flag raising ceremony outside where the youngest and oldest pupils in the school (Aoife Conlon and Ben Keenan)and Arlene Higgins 5th  class teacher and Green School Co-ordinator raised our new Green Flag.
FOOD TASTING and COOKBOOK

On 24th March Lena kindly arranged a wonderful display of foods for tasting.  All our classes were given time to taste the various foods and listen to a brief 

nutrition talk given by her.  Lena would like to thank those parents who have given her recipes for our upcoming cookbook which will have samples of appetising and healthy recipes for you and your children to try.  If you have any tried and tested recipes which you 

would like to share, please drop them into the school office for Lena’s attention or email her at llindberg@iolfree.ie

JUNIOR INFANT SWIM

Junior Infants completed their swimming lessons on Thursday 30th March by having a Fun Swim with their parents.  Olive would like to express her gratitude to the many parents who accompanied her and for their assistance with the children.  When they turn Senior Infants in the next school year, they will have 8 swimming lessons commencing in mid-September. 

HEALTHY LUNCH POLICY
We’d like to remind all parents of our healthy lunch policy again.  As you know treat day is Friday but we would ask that this is just a small bar/snack.  Lollipops are dangerous on the school playground and we’ve found many children eat only the sweets on these days if this is the treat they get!

It has been brought to our attention by our Dental Health Nurse that it is very bad for children’s teeth to sip sugary drinks or juices throughout the school day.  With this in mind we urge parents to encourage your child to bring water for their lunch drink.


 HEALTHY LUNCH POLICY

1.  The North Kildare Educate Together School encourages healthy eating among pupils at all times.

2.  Parents are asked when choosing lunches to avoid the following items – popcorn, crisps, sweets, fizzy drinks, glass bottles, sugary products.

3.  The range of foods suitable are: set yoghurts, fruit, sandwiches, crackers, juices, milk, soup, raw vegetables, cheese, raisins etc.

4.  We have designated Fridays as Treat Days.  On this day your child may have biscuits, buns or a snack bar after their usual lunch.  Please avoid sweets on Fridays.

Please note lollipops are not allowed for reasons of safety.
We seek co-operation of all parents in implementing this policy. Your encouragement of healthy eating habits will have benefits for us all.  

Please remember – if your child does not keep to it – it is unfair on other pupils who do!

HELP ASKED & RECEIVED

In our recent Newsletter we asked for your help for sponsorship, gate signs and gardens.

A special word of thanks to ….

Pauline Talbot who has arranged for the sponsorship of a set GAA Jerseys for the school.  We look forward to receiving them after Easter.  

Lesley Daniels/Raymond Quinn who donated a generous sum to the school to go towards the purchase of  equipment for the children/staff  to use in the school.  

Lisa Ryan/Noeline McDonnell who are organising new school signs for our gate.

Helena McMahon and Lena Lindberg – who are planning and designing our Junior and Senior Infant class gardens.

HEAD LICE
As the Easter Break is fast approaching we would ask that every parent/guardian take this opportunity to check and treat (if necessary) your child’s hair for head lice.  Head lice can spread rapidly in 

the school unless all affected children are promptly treated.  Head Lice do not reflect standards of hygiene in the home or in the school.  We would advise that long hair is tied back at all times in school, and that you check your child’s hair regularly.  If your child has Head Lice, please inform us immediately, as it will be necessary for us to notify other parents.

K’NEX CHALLENGE 
See Children’s Corner
VISIT TO ST. RAPHAEL’S SCHOOL

On Wednesday 1st March 6th class, accompanied by Tom M. and Lorraine Dunne walked down to St. Raphael’s School to visit the class who are working on a project with them. (Details to follow).  
Parents of 6th Class may like to know that Graduation takes place on Wednesday 28th June in the school hall.
OLYMPIC HANDBALL & GAA MATCHES

Tom M. would like to thank all the parents who have given up their time and petrol to driving our Junior and Senior teams to their various Olympic Handball and GAA football matches.  Despite the fact that this is our first outing in the GAA sports, the boys and girls have played to the best of their 
ability and have done the school proud.  Well done to all of you.  You have set the standard for our younger classes to follow.
SEACHTAIN NA GAEILGE

The whole school had a Criunníu Mór sa halla at at the end of Seachtain na Gaeilge.  Each class participated with songs, dance, drama,and some solo performances – all as Gaeilge.  Bhaineamar go léir an-taitneamh as an seachtain, go háirithe an Céilí Mór sa halla le Rita Doyle.

POETRY PUBLICATION


We were delighted to hear that one of our past pupils, Christopher Commons who graduated in June 2005, has had one of his poems published in a poetry book entitled ‘Twilight Musings’.  Christopher is only 13 years of age.  We thought you would like to read it for yourselves.  His father, Micheal, is arranging to have a signed copy of the book presented to the school in the near future.  Well done Christopher – we are very proud of you!











K’NEX CHALLENGE 


(Conor Delaney & Oisin O’Reilly-Neeson 5thClass)





On the 31st March our class competed in a K’nex Challenge.  An engineer named Alan Stafford (from Intel) came to judge and help us.  We had to, in pairs, make a recycling vehicle that could travel one metre, could pick up recycling bins, has 3 compartments to separate glass, plastic and paper, has a seat for the driver and it could be only 15 cm wide and 30cm long.  Before we built our models we had to draw a diagram of our vehicle, which took 20 mins.  It took 1 hour to build our models!   Kelly and Janine won out of our class and are going on to another competition late in the year. Over all we had a great time.





PESACH


As part of our MDEP this term, the classes are looking at Pesach (the Jewish Passover).  Here are what Junior Infants and 5th Class are doing.  





Junior Infants are concentrating on being tolerant towards others.  They are making a large poster for their classroom with pictures of people (young/old, ethnic minorities, people with disabilities etc.) under the heading ‘Everyone Different – Everyone Welcome’.





5th class have the answers to the following Pesach Quiz – Do you? (answers will be in the lobby)





1. What do Jewish people celebrate at Pesach (Passover)?





2. What were the ten plagues?





3. Who led the Israelites out of Israel?





4. What is a ‘Sedar plate’?





5. What are the symbolic items on the Seder plate?





6. Who asks the questions during the meal?





7. How many questions are asked?





8. What is the Haggadah?





9. Why do Jewish people traditionally give their homes a 


    thorough clean before Pesach?





10. During the week of the festival, what is eaten instead of


      bread?














