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Notes from the Principal’s Desk …….   

Since our last newsletter our Executive Committee (Patron Body) held the A.G.M. and a new Executive has been formed. I’d like to thank the outgoing members for all their work in the past year and particular thanks to Orla Kearney Chairperson for her work over the past three years. 
November also brought the end of term for our Board of Management. As principal I have been very fortunate to work with a board that has been hard working, supportive, and committed to the ethos of our school through a busy and eventful four year term. Thank you to Eileen O’ Mahony, Niall Grace, Colin Johnson, Arlene Higgins and Lindsay Mahon for all their hard work and dedication. Two members Lorcan Claffey, and Chairperson Michael Costello have decided to remain on for another term which will bring experience to the new board. I have to give special mention to Lindsay Mahon who has given her enthusiasm, expertise, wit and wisdom to four Boards since 2001. She will be missed by all of us when she leaves our parent body next June after 14 years of involvement in the school. Thank you Lindsay!

November went by speedily with… swimming, coffee mornings for parents, Young Scientist Competition (5th class), Individual Educational Programme Meetings for parents of our Outreach pupils, Futsal Competitions,(4th class) our guest choir appearance in St. Wolstan’s production of The Sound of Music, and Music week.
I think the highlight of this term was our senior classes’ production of ‘Reeling in the Music’ on December 15th to a very packed audience. This show was described by parents as ‘uplifting’, ‘a trip down memory lane,’ ‘brilliant fun.’ Well done to our pupils and staff for putting in the hard work. Well done to you, our ever supportive parent body, for the fantastic costumes for the night, and for your support and involvement throughout 2011.
Thank you to the parents and friends who performed for the children during Music week. The junior disco and talent shows are very popular with our pupils. Well done to Pat for co-ordinating the week.

The Executive will be keeping you informed of developments following discussions with the Department of Education and Skills about our possible school expansion in the weeks ahead.
[image: image3.wmf]On behalf of all the staff I’d like to wish you all a very happy Christmas holiday and every happiness in 2012.  See you all back on January 9th at 8.40.a.m.

IMPORTANT NOTICE – We wish to remind parents that during low temperature/icy weather conditions the roundabout leading to the school can be treacherous to drive on!  Even when temperatures are above freezing, the roundabout area still remains very icy – so please drive with extreme caution upon approach from St. Wolstan’s Community School, and again when leaving the N.K.E.T.S.   

Dates for your Diary
· Swimming lessons for Senior Infants will recommence on Thursday 12th January
· N.K.E.T.S. Science Week – 23rd to 27th January 2012
· As previously advised in our October newsletter, Parent-Teacher meetings will take place on Friday 3rd February and Thursday 9th February 2012. You will be notified of your appointed time approximately two weeks before either of the above dates. These meetings will be held after school hours on both days.
CHRISTMAS HAMPERS
Thank you all for your generous contributions to our annual Christmas Hamper Appeal.  Since we started our appeal back in 1998, we have donated 250 hampers.  This year we managed to make up a record 28 hampers!   Thanks to the following volunteers who assisted with packing and wrapping the hampers  – Vicky Lyons, Eva Copeland, Sonnia Brady, Aisling O’Connor, Orla Kearney, Julie Melia, Sarah Kerr and Adrienne Kelly.  
We would like to express our sincere thanks Colourtrend who have donated  boxes and tape to the school to make up our hampers, since 1998.  It has been an invaluable cost saving to us
HELPERS

It cannot be stated enough how much all our helpers/volunteers are appreciated.  By having parents in to help, the teachers can draw on a wealth of talent and skills for their classes.  Visitors add excitement to the class and they are always well received.   

SCHOOLBAG POST
We would like to remind parents to check your child’s schoolbag on a very regular basis (at least twice a week) to ensure that you do not miss any notices from the school.  Please remind your child that when given any note from a teacher to immediately place it in their schoolbag – we do remind them of this but it would assist us if this could be reinforced at home too.   

Notices (including those distributed in the schoolbags) are also placed in our Community Noticeboard which is situated opposite the main Reception door. 

TEXT-ALERT

Please ensure that you notify the school office if you change your mobile number. In order for the text alert communication system to work effectively, it is necessary for us, and you, to ensure we have up-to-date mobile numbers.

MUSIC WEEK 2011
Music Week 2011 had all of the well-loved features of music weeks gone by. The week was enlivened by a number of parents, past pupils and visitors who came in to classrooms and shared their musical talents with the children. These intimate unplugged performances play a central role in the week as many children rarely get to experience live music close up. Thanks to Edelle O’Doherty (Matthew, SI) and Damian Farrell (Jessica 5th, Hollie 3rd, Ryan 1st) for visiting their children’s classes. Anne-Marie Purcell (Ciaran 4th) arranged for Ciaran’s guitar teacher Cian to come into Fourth Class with his fellow band member Conor and Liam Folan’s uncle Dara and aunt Sarah came into Senior Infants. Sarah and Dara are past pupils of the school from the portacabin years so it was lovely to see them again. Thanks also to Ross Breen who came into sixth class although rumours that Cathy made this visit a condition of the wedding to go ahead are probably unfounded!

Two consistent highlights of the week are the Junior and Senior talent shows which took place on Friday. There was a wide range of talent on display, from singing and dancing to gymnastics and musicianship. The discos for the Infant classes and for First and Second took place on Tuesday and were loud and boisterous affairs as always.

But the big event of the week took place on Thursday night when we had our Reelin’ In The Music concert. Third, Fourth, Fifth and Sixth classes took a decade each from the 60s to the 90s and performed iconic songs of their chosen era. The hall was packed with an enthusiastic audience and not even a CD player breaking down in the middle of “I’m a Believer” could put a damper on the proceedings. There was mulled apple juice and mince pies at the interval organised and served by the fund-raising committee and our thanks go out to parents who helped source the weird and wonderful things the children were wearing. Thanks also to Noel for having the foresight to salt the footpaths as it was an icy night when we finally wrapped up.

COFFEE MORNINGS
We had a series of coffee mornings for our Outreach, Junior Infants, Senior Infants, 1st and 2nd classes during November/December.  We would like to thank the following parents who made it possible: Orla Corcoran, Aisling Devlin, Sonnia Brady, Edelle O’Doherty, Paula Lawlor and Susan McCartney.  It’s a great way of meeting each other for the first time or getting re-acquainted
GREEN NEWS 

During the festive season, don’t forget to hold on to any used aluminium cans, wasted batteries, old mobile phones/chargers and printer cartridges and bring them into school for our various recycling banks.  Our mobile recycling bank is given to us by the Vodafone Mobile Phone Recycling Programme.  
Keep an eye on your local newspapers for details of where you can bring your Christmas Trees after the festivities are over for shredding and recycling.

Don’t Forget to keep your paper and card waste for our Recycling Bins – the more we give the more we get!  

TIRED OF MAKING THE SAME LUNCHES?

For an easy way to choose a balanced nutritious and tasty lunch for your children each day, check out a website called www.littlesteps.eu for their lunchpacker ideas.  Please see a copy of a 5-day Lunchbox Planner and tips on how to prepare a healthy lunchbox, in this newsletter.
GO RAIBH MAITH AGAIBH…..
Gold Cards – A special word of thanks to Paul MacCourt who made up our ‘Gold Cards’ at no cost to the school.

Dinosaur Book Collection for our Outreach Classes – Olivia Gallagher
Children’s Garden Tools – Fiona Costello and Julie Lyons

Jigsaws for our Outreach Classes – Sharon Barnes

Playing Games – Thanks to Naomi Clancy, Eva Copeland, Nikki Curran, Aoife Wallace and Fiona Kyle who answered the call from Junior Infants to come and play indoor games with them. In keeping with the ‘games’ theme, Arlene would like to thank the following grandparents who visited Junior Infants to talk about the games they played as children – Deirdre O’Reilly ( Aoife’s g/parent), Lucy O’Doherty (Luca’s g/parent), Brendan and Margaret Hackett (Emma’s g/parents)

Helpers –  Thanks  to Naomi Clancy, Meadhbh Conlon and Christine Farrell who baked some delicious bread with 1st Class on 14th November;  to Eva Copeland and Paula Martin who carried out some science experiments with 3rd Class on 11th November; to Paula Carroll who came in to Senior Infants and 2nd Class to speak about Thanksgiving on the 24th November; Fiona Costello, Caitriona Molloy, Meadhbh Conlon and Christine Farrell came in to help 5th class make delicious fudge gifts;  to Naomi Clancy and Eva Copeland who helped Junior Infants produce beautiful snowmen on 12th December; to Susan Kelly, Aisling Devlin and Sarah Kelly who helped Junior Infants  fill the lobby and corridors with the beautiful aroma of freshly baked cookies on the 15th December; once again on the 16th December our senses were teased by the beautiful smell of freshly baked shortbread biscuits.  These were baked by Senior Infants with the help from Edelle O’Doherty, Julie Melia, Julie Lyons and Dympna Murray.  

Thank you parents for taking the time to come in and work with the classes and teachers.  It is greatly appreciated.

Arlene would like to express her thanks to the parents who came into her class to play board games with the children and to talk about the games they played when they were young.  

SCIENCE NEWS

Fifth class once again took part in the annual Intel Young Scientist Competition for fifth classes in local schools.  The competition complements the Science curriculum for the senior classes in primary school and children can work in groups or present an individual project. 

The whole project takes about one month to complete with work being done both inside and outside of school. When the projects are complete, they are put on display in the school hall and two judges come from Intel to view the projects and to talk to the children. This gives the children the experience of explaining their work and answering questions about it. There was a great range of projects; volcanoes, bombs, lions, guns, heart & lungs, recycling, demolition, illusions, robots and evolution.  They were very impressed at the high standard and had great difficulty deciding on the winners.   
1st Place:  Aoife Riordan and Ciara Saunders with their project on ‘The Tongue’

2nd Place: Lara O’Hanlon, Ciara Kelly and Aine O’Connell. Their project was ‘Bacteria– My invisible enemy or friend?’

3rd Place: Eoghan Grace with his project ‘Magnets and Electricity – My Motor’
The finalists went forward to the second round in Intel with other schools from the area.  Intel commented that the standard this year was particularly high with many very impressive projects. The finalists’ projects will be shown at the Young Scientist Exhibition on the 14th January, under the one exhibit ‘Science in our School’.  Well done!  
Well done to all the children who worked very hard and thank you to their parents who drove the children to and from Intel.  
SCHOOL INFECTIONS

We would like to remind parents to let us know if your child becomes ill with a contagious infection e.g. chicken pox, measles etc. It is necessary for us to inform parents of other children in your child’s class to be aware of such an infection, and to avoid it spreading throughout the school.  
Please ensure that your child brings their towel into school each day, and don’t forget to change the towel regularly.  

FUTSAL

On December 1st and 2nd 11 boys and 8 girls from N.K.E.T.S. made the trip to Newbridge Sports Centre to take part in the F.A.I. 5-a-side Futsal Championship for Kildare.   Futsal is like indoor soccer with a less bouncy ball.  The boys competition took place on Thursday 1st and our boys could hardly have hoped for a better start as two fine long range strikes from David Hepple resulted in a two nil win in the opening game.  A very strong Newbridge side then beat our lads two nil in the second match.  Newbridge were eventual finalists and played some great football early on and went two nil up.  Our lads came back at them well though and can count themselves unlucky not to have scored.  Our boys saved their best performance for the last game as two Lee Cunningham goals and one from Dylan Kavanagh secured a 3-0 victory.  Adam Walsh went close late on and a save from the opposition goalkeeper after a shot from Aaron Slevin kept the score at 3-0.  The boys performed superbly during the three games and were a credit to the school.  The boys team in full was: Eric Brezina, David Hepple, Adam Walsh, Ciaran Purcell, Lee Cunningham, Dylan Kavanagh, Aaron Slevin, Conor Farrell, Tadhg Downing, Lorcan Grace and Ethan Madden.

The girls’ competition was the following day and they opened the competition with a match against Scoil Ui Riada, eventual finalists.  A deflected strike from Chloe Monaghan, her first touch of the ball after coming on as a substitute, gave N.K.E.T.S. a superb win against a very strong team.  Our girls lost two narrow games 1-0 despite being good value for at least a draw in both.  They got back on track in the next game however with four goals from Hannah Kearns helping N.K.E.T.S. to a four nil win.  N.K.E.T.S. now needed to beat Newbridge who had been the strongest team in the tournament so far.  Brona Kiely was given the task of marking their star player, who had scored multiple goals in every game so far.  With Brona and her defensive partner Aoife Murphy doing a superb job in defence, Newbridge were restricted to a couple of shots which were well saved by goalkeeper Niamh McInerney.  Only superb goalkeeping from the Newbridge goalkeeper denied Hannah Kearns a winning goal and our girls a place in the final.  Much like the boys, our girls ended with a great performance in their  final game, three more strikes from goal-machine Hannah Kearns given N.K.E.T.S. a 3-0 win.  The final was contested by Scoil Ui Riada and Newbridge and with no Brona Kiely marking her Newbridge’s star  player won the tournament for her team with a superb half volley into the top corner.  Our girls had made friends with this team during the tournament and were full of congratulations for them after the final, displaying the same class off the pitch as they had on it.  The girls team in full was: Niamh McInerney, Brona Kiely, Aoife Murphy, Chloe Monaghan, Anna Barnes, Hannah Kearns, Elena O’Toole and Alannah Norris.

Thanks to Beatrice Slevin, Alan Purcell, Fiona McHenry, Eileen O’Mahony, Louise Kearns, Patricia Freeney and Donagh McInerney who very kindly drove our teams to and from Newbridge.  Without  help of this nature, we could not participate in such events. Thank you again.
SOUND OF MUSIC

Well done to the pupils of 5th and 6th who made up the ‘choir’ for the recent musical performed by St. Wolstan’s Community School.  Our choir sung on the night of the 6th December  and they were a credit to themselves and to our school.  Special  thanks to Pat and Fiona who worked with the children and to the our  parents for their support  and encouragement to ensure that we were able to participate.  The musical itself was very enjoyable and the cast were great. Congratulations to St. Wolstan’s Community School.
 WORKSHOPS
On 9th and 16th  November we were delighted to welcome two Kildare County Council Artists-in-Residence to our school.  Claire Noons worked with 3rd and 4th classes on the 9th November with her workshop called ‘ Roll, Pat, Pinch and Squeeze’. After a short presentation of art, design and decorative techniques used by our ancestors, the children then used clay to shape, form and make their own pieces.  These pieces were then taken away, fired and returned a week later.
On the 16th November, Imogen Gunner gave her Musical Heritage workshop to Junior Infants up to 2nd Class.  This workshop explored the history and culture of Ireland through Irish song and instrumental music traditions.   The children  were taught songs in English and Irish, harmony singing, rhythms and stories behind the songs. 

We are delighted to welcome back Niall de Burca (Storyteller) on the 31st January to delight the children with his unique way of storytelling.

PAPER APPEAL
As you can appreciate, we go through a large volume of paper annually –  both in the office and in the classes. We would greatly appreciate it if you or if you know of someone who could donate paper or card, we are specifically looking for A4 and A3 size.    
BOARD OF MANAGEMENT NEWS

A TIMELY REMINDER FOR THE NEW YEAR – The school opening hours are 8.40am to 1.20pm or 8.40am to 2.20pm.  We would like to remind parents to be punctual dropping your child to school to ensure that they are in class for assembly time at 8.40am.  As this assembly time is not teaching time, parents are always welcome into the school at this time of the day.
VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS – The Board of Management would like to thank all parents for your financial support for this year.  The voluntary contributions by means of standing orders give us a guaranteed income and open the door to raising money via the tax refund scheme.  If you wish to contribute to your school this way, please contact the school office for a Standing Order Form, or you can also give by cash or cheque.









Board of Management News continued overleaf
THE NEW BOARD OF MANAGEMENT – As our newly appointed board is now in operation the following details from Board of Management A Guide to Best Practice’ by the Irish Primary Principals Network may help clarify the role of the Board in our school.    “The Board of Management of the school operates as a corporate body and has responsibility for the overall running of the school This includes a broad range of issues; educational, financial/budget, Health & Safety, recruitment/employment.”

The nominees to the Board are there to see things through the ‘eyes’ of those they were nominated by.  “Individuals on Boards are not to liaise with those who elected them as this can lead to breakdowns in the communication system in the school.  The Board must act as a unit in terms of all its functions.”   The Communication Policy in the school is as follows:

COMMUNICATION

The N.K.E.T.S. prides itself in having ‘open communication’ in the school.  If you have any queries, problems or concerns re: your child, or general issues, please contact your child’s teacher by phoning the School Secretary to arrange to meet with them.  When making the appointment please indicate the nature of your concern e.g. class work, behaviour related, personal.  She/he will arrange a time where they can give you the time and privacy you may need.

In addition, if there is a change in home circumstances (e.g. illness, separation or anything you feel may affect your child, it is important to let us know.  We can reassure you of the utmost confidence).

Should you have a complaint to make, the school procedure is as follows:-

1. Approach the class teacher with a view to resolving the complaint.

2. Where the parent/guardian is unable to resolve the complaint with the class teacher, she/her should approach the Principal with a view to resolving it.

3. If the complaint is still unresolved the parent/guardian should raise the matter with the Chairperson of the Board of Management with a view to resolving it.

Complaints/issues that are dealt with by the Board must have gone through the communication system/policy of the school.  These procedures are nationally agreed and apply to all schools.

NOTIFICATION REGARDING THE BOARD OF MANAGEMENT’S ANNUAL REVIEW OF THE CHILD PROTECTION POLICY
The Board of Management of the North Kildare Educate Together School wishes to inform you that the Board of Management’s annual review of the school’s child protection policy was completed at the Board meeting of December 12th 2011.   This review was conducted in accordance with the checklist set out in Appendix 2 of the Department’s ‘Child Protection Procedures for Primary and Post Primary Schools’
The Designated Liaison person for all matters related to Child Protection is Rita and the Deputy Designated Liaison person is Anne.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE NOTES
The N.K.E.T.S. AGM was held on Monday 14th November 2011.  Four members of the 2010 Executive retired – our thanks to Susan McCartney, Sweta Jain, Colm Molloy, and outgoing Chairperson Orla Kearney for their dedicated service to the Executive.  The Executive for 2011-2012 is:

Paula Carroll (N.K.E.T.S. nominee on the Board of Management)         Michael Costello (N.K.E.T.S. nominee on the Board of Management)
Philip McLoughlin (Secretary)   



  Louise Corry

Paula Martin





  Cathal O’Regan (Chairperson)

Colette Reddy





  Brendan Ryan

Dharmesh Shah (Treasurer)




  Yvonne O’Neill (Vice Chairperson)
Aisling Gallagher (Fundraising Committee)

There are a number of priority issues for this year’s Executive, including finance and fundraising, the School Ethos initiative, and of course, the proposal from the Department of Education & Skills to expand the size of the school.  It certainly looks like being a busy year ahead, and we are encouraging parents to become involved in whatever way possible to support the school.  To keep you up-to-date with all the news from the Executive, please visit our section on the N.K.E.T.S. website at www.nkets.ie/executive     Cathal O’Regan (Chairperson)
Executive Committee
We have had a good start to our fundraising year – we raised €546 at the Halloween Cake Sale.  To date, we have raised €2,134 from the Readathon.  We also raised over €275 selling our festive drinks and cookies at the ‘Reelin’ in the Music’ concert on the 15th December.  Raffle tickets for our Children’s Festive Hamper went on sale on Thursday 15th, ending on 21st December.  The draw took place on the morning of the 21st and Eilis Pluymers (2nd Class) was the winner!  Congratulations Eilis!  We would like to thank all the children who bought a ticket.  We will let you know how much was raised in January.
All that said, we have a tough financial year ahead of us and we will need your help with our upcoming events.  I know we are all feeling the ‘pinch’ but with school grants being cut we need your help more than ever.  We are no longer fundraising for ‘wish list’ items but day to day running expenses.  So please remember the next time we sent a note home about a fundraising event – EVERY LITTLE HELPS!!

I have to say a big thank you to Ursula in Maynooth Book Shop for her kind donation to our hamper and to Eva Copeland and Naomi Clancy for all their work with their drinks and treats at the concert (it was a great success) and to all those who have helped out with fundraising activities.  







Aisling Gallagher (Fundraising Committee)


During a recent Learn Together lesson, 5th class looked at the Muslim religion, and in particular Hajj.   Ciara Kelly wrote a brief description of what it is.

Hajj is a religious journey mainly known as a pilgrimage through Mecca. Hajj is the 6th basic duty of being a Muslim.  They are expected to do this once in their lifetime, if they are able to.  Hajj is broken into five days: The day of reflection, the day of forgiveness, the day of sacrifices, the day of dry meat and the day they drink from the Zam Zam well.   They wear white clothes to represent that they are all equal.  The Kaabah is a cube building covered in black cloth with gold inscriptions.  The Muslim’s pray to a God called Allah.  The route they take on the pilgrimage goes like this, Mecca, Mount Mersey, Mina, Mecca.  They read from a book called Qu’ran.

3rd Class looked at ‘The Christmas Story’ and how Christians celebrate the birth of Jesus.  Below is a copy of Ashla Copeland’s story and the picture to go with the story is drawn by Isabel Martin

This WANTED poster by drawn by Dylan Stoeckhardt (1st Class).  
This monster was last seen in town. He is aged 15 and his name is Bob.

He has wobbly knees and turn out toes and purple prickles all over his back



This is RIAN spelt not with a pen or pencil, but with paper, 
fabrics and stickers.  ‘Written’ by Rian Flynn (Outreach)

Brian Flynn in our Outreach class coloured in, cut and then

 re-assembled this wonderful Christmas tree

‘Reelin in the Music’ was a great show
 put on by our 3rd – 6th classes.  Here 
are a few pictures showing some pupils
 in costume.

Below is a beautiful snowman made

 By Ella Corry (Jnr. Inf.)

Written and drawn

 by Isibeal Costello (Snr. Inf.)

Written and drawn

 by Matthew O’Doherty (Snr. Inf.)
















Be the arrow – not the target


Michael D. Higgins was elected to be the President of Ireland on the 29th October 2011.


It was a happy day for Michael but was it a happy day for Ireland? Here is an interview with an Irish citizen, Sharon Petts.





“So, Sharon, do you think Michael should have been elected the President of Ireland?”  “Yes” she said in a confident way.  “And Sharon, do you think Michael will improve Ireland?”  “I hope so” she said in a positive way.  “Sharon, do you have any concerns?”  “I worry that perhaps Michael’s age might make him seem unapproachable to the younger population” she said in a worried way.


�So there you have it, a good interview with a good citizen.


				by Gemma Petts (6th)














Art Review by Tom Cullen-Tinley (2nd)





What is the name of the Painting?: Swans Reflecting Elephants


Who painted it?:  Salvador Dali


What do you like about it?:  I liked the way the swans reflected the elephants


Is there anything you don’t’ like?:  I don’t like the dark colours in the painting


What colours do you see?: Turquoise, yellow, black, green and orange


What does it remind you of?: It reminded me of a song about a mango tree


Use three words to describe it: dark, bright, reflected elephants





www.nkets.ie








Book Review by Leah Reddy-Gallagher (2nd)





Title of Book:  George Marvelo’s  Medicine


Author: Roald Dahl


Main Characters: George Kranky and his Granny


Plot: George lives with his granny, mum and dad. Unfortunately, he didn’t like his granny, so one day he made a new medicine and he put lots of things in it.  When granny drank it, she grew.


What I liked about it:  I liked it when granny grew enormous


What I didn’t like:  I didn’t like was that granny was so mean to George


Books it reminded me of:  The Twits and the Magic Finger





Achievements


Please remember to tell your child to come to the school office to tell Adrienne about their achievement, so that it can be put into our newsletter.   We are always happy to hear about the children receiving certificates, medals, trophies etc. in any competition. 





Congratulations to the following children


Irish Dancing is very popular amongst our pupils. Here are some recent accomplishments……


Grade 2 Certificates were handed to Rachel Murray (Honours), Aoife Murphy (1s Class Honours) and Niamh Geraghty (Pass).  Although the girls achieved their Grade 2 during the summer, they only received their beautiful certificates during December.   Niamh Carroll (6th  Class)  became North Dublin Champion in the A dances on 5th November.  Like the girls above, Niamh is part of the Leslie Daniels School of Irish Dancing.  Members of this school of dance went to Disney Paris during the week of 21st November to take part  in an International Dance Show which will be televised at some time on Disney TV.  Davinn Quinn (3rd Class) also went to Disney Paris.


Aine O’Connell and Ava Madden are also keen Irish Dancers with the Scoil Rinca (Aghards).  On the 11th December in Bawnogue Yough & Community Centre the girls took part in competitions and as a result Aine came 1st in the B slip jig, 3rd place in the Championship B Reel, 4th in both the single and light jigs and 5th in the treble jig and hornpipe.  Ava came 1st in her Championship B Reel and in the A Reel, 2nd in the light jig and 5th in the treble jig.  





Jessica and Hollie Farrell both received beautiful rosettes for horse jumping from Cherry Orchard Equestrian Centre on 12th December. 





Arwen Carroll won a bronze medal when she took part in a drama feis with the Geraldine O’Brien Drama School recently.





David McKeone (5th Class) is extremely good at swimming and works very hard with NUI Maynooth Swim Devils three mornings a week.  He qualified for the Leinster School Division A Championships in November. He swam a personal best in the breast-stroke (50 meters) to come 4th in a time of 48 seconds!  	Well done to all of you.








