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Notes from the Principal’s Desk …….   

Good wishes to everyone in our school community as 2006 comes to an end.  
Since our last newsletter we have had an action packed few weeks.  We had yet another successful Book Fair well supported by pupils and parents.  The school sold €2,530.48 worth of books.  This entitled us to €1,518.29 to spend on classroom libraries.  Sincere thanks to Blá Tonra who organised this year’s fair, and to the many parents who assisted her with it.  Without the support of parents we could not hold such an event.  

Music week was held during November and the pupils had a very interesting few days with workshops on world music, music on the theme of human rights, junior disco and a talent show (see inside article for details).  Thanks again to everyone who assisted with the week and to Pat Crowe who coordinated it.

As you were all informed, our Anti-Bullying Policy has finally been completed and is available to read on the school website.  This is an important policy for any school so I would urge you to familiarise yourself with it as soon as possible. 
 In our Multi-denominational Education Programme, the children and staff have worked in the area of human rights and peace.  Every year in early December, International Human Rights Day is marked and celebrated.  The words spoken by Eleanor Roosevelt in 1948 are regrettably as true today as they were then.  

“Throughout the world there are many people who do not enjoy the basic rights which have come to be accepted in many parts of the world as inherent rights of all individuals, without which no one can live in dignity and freedom”

Knowing about rights and responsibilities, understanding what they are, and how they have been struggled for and sustained, are important elements in the preparation of all young people for life in a democratic and pluralist society.  Our approach was to help the children learn about their rights and also about the fact that they have accompanying responsibilities and must take responsibility too. Many interesting class discussions took place - see the Children’s Corner for a small flavour.  Thanks to Tom Larkin for coordinating the week.
The theme of peace was approached at different levels in different classes.  The ideas of peace in oneself, at home, in school, in the community and the world were explored and our lobby display was very attractive.  On Thursday a school assembly was held where the classes read stories, thoughts, and poems on peace and songs like ‘Peace Train’, ‘Blowing in the wind’, ‘Imagine’ and ‘I will sing a song together’ were beautifully sung.
On Thursday 21st December the children were brought outside to the pitch to watch the sunrise on the shortest day of the year Winter Solstice..

A big thank you to all of you who have supported our hard working fundraising team since September.  Please note: these funds will be used for running costs and extra resources for the school and is not funding for the unit for children with autism as was published recently in the Liffey Champion.
On behalf of all the staff I’d like to wish you all a lovely Christmas break and may you all experience peace in your lives in the year ahead.  . See you back @ 8.40.a.m. on Monday January 8th 2007.

Dates for your Diary
· School re-opens after the Christmas break on Monday 8th January 2007
· Curriculum Planning Days – school will be closed all day Thursday 18th January and Friday 19th  January 2007 and Thursday 8th February
· Swimming resumes for 1st Class and Athletics coaching for 2nd – 6th classes on Thursday 11th January

· Parent-Teacher Meetings – Wednesday 7th February and Thursday 15th February (details to follow)
CHRISTMAS HAMPERS
Our annual Christmas Hamper Appeal never ceases to amaze us.  Your contributions made a total of 23     Hampers  – truly a great gift to the needy in our community at this time.  Lord Mayor Kathleen Walsh heads a team of community workers (who work with the elderly and needy of the area and who will distribute these as they have done for the last 9 years). Thank you to those who contributed and to Orla Kearney, Dawn Freeman, Audrey Beatty, Lena Lindberg, Fiona Coppinger and Trish O’Malley for your excellent packing and wrapping skills. Also thanks to General Paints for all the boxes over the years. Overall we have donated 152 hampers since 1998.
COMPETITION WINNERS

During the past school term the children have entered some art competitions.  One of these was the Gardman School Competition open to primary school going children.  (Gardman are the  makers of bird tables, feeders, bird baths etc.)  We are delighted to announce that Lucy Doyle (4th) won the top prize at National Level and received a fantastic Bird Table and many bird accessories for the school.  At regional level the runners up were Ashlee Scanlon, Claudia Conroy, Karim Belhout and Rebecca Walshe (all from 4th) who won bird feeders and bird feed.   Well done to you all.

Well done to all our competition winners!

NKETS CALENDAR 2007
Once again we would like to thank Lisa Ryan (Cian 1st class) who gave up her time and talent, with the help of our many talented pupils and their art work in compiling our 2007 calendar.  Our sponsor for the calendar was Lorcán Claffey of Feltrim Developments (Louise – 1st class), which is greatly appreciated.  Our fundraising committee sold quite a number of these at the Bag Pack held in Tesco in early December.  Thanks to Sarah Kerr and Helen Neville for packing the calendars for distribution through the school bags.

HELPERS

It cannot be stated enough how much all our helpers/volunteers are appreciated.  By having parents in to help, the teachers can draw on a wealth of talent and skills for their classes.  Visitors add excitement to the class and they are always well received.   

STORYTELLER EXTRAORDINAIRE!

Needless to say Tuesday 7th December got off to a great start for our pupils when Niall de Burca came to the school to yet again captivate us with his unique and exuberant story telling skills.     Niall is a frequent visitor and is always eagerly awaited.  We look forward to his return in the near future.
MUSIC WEEK

The highlight of Music Week this year was a series of workshops on World Music that ran from Junior Infants to Sixth Class. Sofia Arteaga from Uruguay, Pina Attanasio from Italy and Rachel Dempsey from Ireland visited all the classes in the school during the week. 
The themes of the workshops varied according to the ages of the children involved. The junior classes, up to Second Class, explored a variety of musical instruments from all over the world. Third and Fourth classes learned about the role of music in different religious festivals and Fifth and Sixth Classes did a workshop on music and human rights.

The visitors to the classroom were augmented by Ciaran Hamill, playing the accordion in Second and Third classes. Thanks to Lisa Dixon (James, 3rd) for organising that. Jessica Farrell's dad, Damien, came and played the guitar in Senior Infants, as did Fionn O'Dwyer's dad, Tim, accompanied on violin by his daughter and NKETS past-pupil, Orla.

Paula Carroll (Dylan, 3rd and Jean-Louise, 2nd) supplied us with a collection of CDs focusing on jazz music which we played over the intercom in the mornings as well as in the classroom. And the tradition of a disco for the younger children which we began last year continued, with discos for the Infants and for First and Second Classes.

Probably the high points of the week for many of the children were the two talent shows held on Friday. The range of talent on display was impressive and everyone who had the guts to get up and perform got great support from the audience. All in all, the week was a great success and it has now become a permanent fixture in the NKETS calendar.
COFFEE MORNING

Our Parents Association organized a Coffee Morning on Friday 1st December for the parents and guardians of Junior and Senior Infant classes.  We hope the parents and guardians who were able to attend enjoyed the tea, biscuits and company. 
GREEN NEWS 

Don’t forget to hold on to any used aluminium cans, wasted batteries, old mobile phones and printer cartridges over the holiday and bring them into school for our various recycling banks.  In addition to these, we have been given two paper recycling bins by Kildare County Council for use by pupils and staff – another way of increasing our recycling efforts!     

Keep an eye on your local newspapers for details of where you can bring your Christmas Trees after the festivities are over for shredding and recycling.
BOOK FAIR

The Book Fair took place from 29th November to 5th December was very successful.  We raised €1,518.29 to spend on books for the school.  Thank you to all who supported the fair and especially to those who helped out – Anja Kruger, Lue Tallon, Helen Neville, Lena Lindberg, Lindsay Mahon, Tamara O’Connor and Dawn Freeman.    Without your support, we would not be able to upgrade or add to our school libraries.  

HUMAN RIGHTS
Colm Cahill, an Engineer working for the aid organization Goal, came into 5th class to speak of his work in Sudan.  He spoke about the conditions and hardships that children live under and how Goal is doing what they can to help them. (See Children’s Corner).

GO RAIBH MAITH AGAIBH…..
Strips for Africa – Sonya would like to extend her thanks to everyone who donated their discarded sports gear to the ‘Strips for Africa’ initiative.  These are now on their way to South Africa 

Games/Books  –  Helen Neville, Gina Folan, Majella Delaney and Orla Kearney who persuaded Hasbro to part with 12 games
Book Shelves – Orla Kearney 
Whistles – Sarah Kerr
Christmas Cards & Cookies – EileenO’Mahony and Sarah Kerr who came in to 2nd class and helped the children make festive cards and cookies.

Jigsaws – Lisa Dixon

SCIENCE NEWS

On Monday 13th November our 5th Class went to Maynooth University to see the Science Show entitled ‘Magic, Science or Mystery’ being presented to primary school children in the locality. 
K’NEX Challenge – On 9th November 5th Class took part in the K’nex Challenge as part of Intel’s initiative to encourage children to partake in science activities.  The winners were Lia Flattery and Darragh Scanlon.  They will now go on to take part in the local K’nex Challenge in the near future. (See Children’s Corner)
Our 6th class went to the RDS to attend an interactive lecture entitled ‘The Magic of Chemistry’ on Monday 20th November.  (See Children’s Corner)
4th & 5th CLASS TOUR

On Monday 4th December and on Tuesday 5th December our 4th &  5th  classes went to visit an exhibition entitled “The Butterfly Effect”  in The Ark Children’s Cultural Centre, Temple Bar. This is an exhibit of children’s art work undertaken by the Arklink programme with children from Fatima Mansions.  

After their visit, 5th class went to the National Museum at Collins Barracks for a brief tour and hope to return to it again later in the school year. 

Thanks to Lindsay Mahon and Elaine Doyle who assisted the teachers on the trips.

SCHOOL INFECTIONS
We would like to remind parents to let us know if your child becomes ill with a contagious infection e.g. chicken pox, measles etc. It is necessary for us to inform parents of other children in your child’s class to be aware of such an infection, and to avoid it spreading throughout the school.  
N.K.E.T.S. BOOK CLUB

The NKETS Book Club has now been up and running since April this year.  Run in conjunction with the Celbridge Library ( who provide the reading material on a monthly basis), the club is open to parents/guardians and staff from the school community and demands nothing more from it’s members other than they get together and discuss each month’s book over a cup of tea or a glass of wine!

If you think you could be interested in joining the NKETS Book Club then contact Lindsay Mahon
PAPER APPEAL
As you can appreciate, we go through a large volume of art work paper annually – both A4 and A3 sizes.  We are appealing to anyone who may have a contact who can donate A4 and A3 size photocopying white or coloured paper to the school, to drop some into the school.    
BOARD OF MANAGEMENT NEWS

The Board of Management would like to extend sincere thanks to Martin Duffy for all his hard work, dedication, and skills during his lengthy tenure of 6 years on two Boards of Management.  Martin was Treasurer for some of these years and even remained on the Board as Community Rep after his own children had left the school.  We’ll miss his good humour, perceptiveness and judgment.     We are delighted to announce that his replacement, as Community Rep and Treasurer, is Lorcán Claffey (Louise 1st Class).  We hope Lorcán will enjoy the years ahead on the Board of Management.

ATHLETICS - Our partnership with the coaches of Celbridge Athletics Club continues in the New Year.  Athletics will resume the first week back to school in January for 2nd – 6th classes.

AUDREY’S BABY- The Board of Management would like to extend good wishes to Audrey Phillips and John McNamara on the birth of her baby boy, Cian, on 9th December.

WELCOME BACK –The Board of Management would like to welcome Mary Doran back to the school after more than two years career break.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE NOTES
Fundraising

Thank you to everyone who has helped out with the fundraising efforts to date.  We have accomplished a lot to date and have lots more to come in the New Year, and look forward to the participation and support of the school community.

Please remember that the main fundraiser for the school year is the Monster Draw, with its great odds and spectacular prizes, and to date the response from the school community has not been as forthcoming as would have been wished.  So please support your child’s school and help our efforts to raise much needed funds for the school.  The school needs your support to make the Monster Draw a success and, so buy a ticket, or alternatively sell a ticket to family and friends!  Again, the draw is a very limited draw, with great odds and six spectacular prizes!!  This will ultimately benefit your child’s school, and in turn you child and their education!!!

The Fundraising Committee would also like to wish you and yours all the very best for the season and the New Year.

The Fundraising Committee.


You may be aware that during the past number of weeks our MDEP theme was Peace.  The following are just a few of the poems that 6th class wrote.

During Human Rights Week, 5th class looked at the lives of some distinguished human rights activists.







GANDHI


Gandhi is a black man who when he came back to India saw that it was being led by the British.  Gandhi was a man who did not believe in violence.  India is a hot country and salt is necessary to keep healthy, but salt was heavily taxed and the poor could not afford to buy it.  Gandhi was arrested and years later India became an independent country.  At last the leadership of Gandhi was praised and his belief in non-violent protest achieved victory.


			by Nikita Meade (5th)





GOAL


When a man named Cathal came into our class he showed us clips of South Sudan, and explained how we really need to help them.  They had to get water by digging a hole and all that we need to do is to go to the tap, it’s not right.  He showed us how bad people live their lives in poverty.  He told us that a well (or fountain) costs €300 just to build.  He said that he had to drill for hours to find clean water for a well.		by Aoife Duff & Lisa Keenan (5th)





K’NEX


A man called Alan Stafford came into us in November to do the K’nex Challenge.  We had to build a life boat and we didn’t have any instructions.  We had to make up our own design.  It was very hard, but Darragh Scanlon and Lia Flattery won the challenge, and now they are going to the championships in Dublin.


by Sive Fitzpatrick (5th)





ROSA PARKS


Rosa Parks was on a bus and was told to get up off the seat she was sitting and stand up to let a white woman sit down, but she said ‘No’.  Even the police had to be called but she still didn’t budge.  Finally she was arrested.  What she did made black people notice that it was not fair for white people to be treated better than black people.  A boycott was organized against the bus company.  A Baptist priest Rev. Martin Luther King supported Rosa Parks’ boycott.  The boycott continued and eventually taken to court.  In November 1956 the court decided that everyone has an equal right, and since then white and black people have sat side by side.


				by Sarah Kelly (5th)





Peace is what joins us together


Even in the cold winter, peace gives us warmth


Across the world, people are dying


Children crying, getting sick.


Even peace could make a difference, so lets join together.


by Ben Hogan (6th)





Peace is calm, peace is


Everything, peace is


At peace, peace is


Caring, peace is 


Everywhere





by Hugo Fay (6th)





Peaceful


Easy life,


Avoid conflict


Calm


Everyone equal





by Kate Parker (6th)





			GAELIC


        At the start of the year Tom M did some        some gaelic training with 4th, 5th and


             6th classes.  It was good exercise and 


fun as well.  We got to use the new goals and the new pitch.	


	                                   by David Folan (5th)





OUR TRIP TO THE RDS





On the 20th November, 6th class went to the RDS. We traveled by us.  We got to the RDS at about 10 o’clock.  At the RDS we learned about nitrogen, oxygen and the man blew up stuff.  Then the man put a runny egg into nitrogen and when he took it out it was frozen solid.  He also froze a banana – when he tried to break it with a hammer, it didn’t smash!





Luke and Rian from our class got picked to go on the stage and do experiments.  Luke and Rian got a prize for going onto the stage.





The man had a flamethrower.  He used it to blow up balloons.  At the start and at the end the man put on a song.  The song was very catchy.  Everyone enjoyed the day.





by James Abraham and Oisin O’Reilly-Neeson (6th)





OUR TRIP TO THE ARK


On Tuesday 5th December we went to The Ark in Dublin.  When we went in, we watched a clip called “The Butterfly Effect”.  There was a collage that took the children of Fatima Mansions six years to complete!!.  Then we looked at some hats that the children  made and we got to draw some with our own ideas.   	


                     by Laura Smyth & Shauna Minnock (5th) 
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