











February 2009
Notes from the Principal’s Desk …   
Welcome to our first 2009 newsletter which covers January and February. January will definitely be remembered as the month of colds and flu for staff and pupils alike! Despite this, swimming for senior infants continued and at the end of January we had a very enjoyable Science Week with lots of experiments, visitors to the classrooms, (thanks to all of you) culminating with 5th class receiving a class participation award from Intel and Adam Neville, Brian Neville, Luke O’Malley and Jack Kyle winning B.T. Young Scientist Exhibition Class Prize at the R.D.S.

February brought our annual parent-teacher meetings and as always if you have any concerns regarding your child or need to keep us informed of something e.g. changes in family circumstances, health issues, etc., please make an appointment so we can give you the time without interrupting class.

I’d like to thank the staff for their many hours of preparation for the meetings in order to give you comprehensive information on your child/children. Thanks to Tom Larkin for coordinating the meetings this year.

In our Multi-denominational Programme the children have worked on some festivals, Holi, Chinese New Year, Valentine’s Day, and a variety of themes in the strand Myself and others such as co-operation, making decisions, making mistakes, challenging stereotypes, and some anti-bullying work.  As always these themes and Festivals vary from year to year and class to class. The programme is taught at an age appropriate level and during the pupils’ eight years in the school, festivals and themes will be re-visited. 

Over the coming weeks the children and staff will be working on a whole school performance called a Celebration of Festivals which we plan to invite all parents to on Thurs April 2nd at 12.45.p.m. and that night at 7.30.pm. 

We’ll need to issue you one ticket for each performance.  Two tickets will be given to each family – one for the early (12.45pm) performance and one for the late (7.30pm) performance, in order to accommodate all parents and for reasons of health and safety in the hall.   If both parents want to attend the same performance it will be necessary to swap one of their tickets for another, with other parents. If both parents wish to attend, at say, the late performance together, the early performance ticket they received will need to be swapped for a late performance ticket from another parent.

We look forward to seeing you there.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

· Drum Workshop (school hours) for all classes on Monday and Tuesday 9th & 10th March.

· During Seachtaine na Gaeilge there will be a Ceili (school hours) on Friday 13th March for all classes.
· Swimming lessons for 1st class commences Thursday 12th March for 8 sessions.

· School closed on Tuesday 17th March (St. Patrick’s Day)

· Staff Meeting on Friday 27th March – school will close at 12.15pm that day.

· Reminder: School closed 6th to 17th April (inclusive) for Easter Break. Re-opening Mon 20th April.

CHRISTMAS HAMPERS

You will be glad to hear that we made 23 hampers from your generous donations – bringing us up 200 hampers donated since the scheme began.  Well done everyone and sincere thanks.
NKETS CHRISTMAS RAFFLE

Well done to Dairine O’Rourke (6th class) who won the fabulous hamper put together by our Fundraising Committee.  The grand sum of €370 was raised – thank you all.
VISITORS TO N.K.ET.S

Thanks to Lindsay Mahon, parent, who came in speak to 3rd and 6th classes about Burns’ Day a traditional Scottish celebration.  (See Children’s Corner).
CREDIT UNION QUIZ
The much anticipated annual schools’ quiz took place on Sunday 1st February.  (See Children’s Corner)
During the last school term (before Christmas) the Credit Union held their annual Poster Competition.  Ciara Saunders (2nd class) received an award for her entry and this was presented to her in class by Ida McCormack and Pat Sexton, Credit Unions representatives, on Friday 6th February.  Well done Ciara!   They kindly donated a 2009 calendar to all our families which depicts a beautiful array of artwork entered into the competition.  
ROAD SAFETY

Celbridge Credit Union kindly donated reflector jackets to our Junior and Senior Infant pupils to raise awareness of road safety among our school community.  It is so important to be visible on the roads/footpaths during the dark days of winter for young and old alike. 
Thanks to Celbridge Credit Union for donating these to our pupils and for bringing the matter of safety to our pupils’ attention.
SCIENCE WEEK
This year’s Science Week, based on Science of Excellence Award, ranging from experiment on mixing liquids, to balance, to sound, to explosions.  We also had a number of visitors Lindsay Mahon, John Barry, Vic Murphy.  Christine from Anyone4Science (contact was Orla Kearney) and 2nd year students from St. Wolstan’s.  

The winners of our in-house Science Quiz were Anna Barnes (1st class) and Aoife Kearney (3rd class).
SWIMMING LESSONS

Senior Infants have now completed their 8 swimming lessons.  They thoroughly enjoyed themselves whilst developing their swimming skills. On the last swim session, they had some time to play in the playground next to the Sports Centre and by all accounts – they had a brilliant time there too. 

During their lessons they took part in the NKETS Swim Awards and will each receive a NKETS Swim Certificate and Badge in the coming weeks.  

Swimming lessons will commence for 1st Class on the 12th March for eight sessions.    

GO RAIBH MAITH AGAIBH

Books – Aine O’Reilly-Neeson, Audrey Beatty, Angela Walsh, Sheila Rossiter, Linda Scanlon, Lucy Doyle and Deirdre Geraghty.
MDEP – Hannukah Video donated by Fiona Costello

Games – Dairine O’Rourke

Towels – Trish O’Malley

BOARD OF MANAGEMENT NEWS
JUNIOR INFANTS 2009 - Our Junior Infant class for 2009 is full with many names remaining on our waiting list.  We cannot emphasise enough the need to enrol any newborn sibling within a week of being born.  As you are aware, enrolments are accepted on a first come first served basis and siblings do not get first preference in the enrolment process.  Our 2013 list is growing fast!
GRADUATION 2009: We’d like to remind our 6th class parents that our Graduation Ceremony takes place on Monday 29th June 2009 @ 8.00pm. 
TRACKSUIT:  In line with the previous correspondence from the Board of Management (dated 23/02/09), and in accordance with the democratic ethos of our school, the Board would now like each parent/guardian who will be part of the school community from September 2009 to have their say on the recommendations of the Working Group.  Voting slips are being distributed on Monday 9th March with a return date of Thursday 12th March. 
The result of this ballot will be considered by the Board of Management and changes (if any) to our policy may be made as directed by the Board.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE NEWS
Fundraising News:
 

* Cookie Sale:  The recent cookie sale just before the mid term break was a great success with € 601 raised.  Thank you to all the cookie bakers and sellers who helped out on the day
 

* Tesco Bag Pack:   At the time the NKETS Newsletter is being distributed a bag pack is planned at Tesco Celbridge on Thurs 5th  Fri 6th  (both evenings) and  Sat 7th until 2.00pm.  Due to the lack of volunteers it was necessary to cancel Sat afternoon and all day Sunday.  A further update will be given to parents next week.  
 

Educate Together News:
 The AGM of Educate Together (the National Representative Organisation for Multi-Denominational Schools) will take place on 6th June 2009. Details to follow.

  























Groups I belong to by Kevin Dunne (4th)


The groups I belong to:


I belong to my Dad’s group


I: belong to my Mom’s group


I belong to a soccer group


I belong to a library group


I belong to a Christian group


I belong to a drama group


I belong to msn.


I belong to a snowball group


I belong to my friends’ group


I belong to a swimming group





My Dad’s group and Mom’s group are the most important groups to me because


They love me


care for me


make me happy








My Tooth by Aoife Murphy (1st)





My tooth began to ache


so I went to the lake


and I baked a cake.


And I said, I will take the cake


to a guy named Jake.


And he said ‘For goodness sake’


And after that my tooth didn’t ache.


It didn’t shake, it was in the cake!





Hanukkah by Ivor Barry (4th)


What is Hanukkah celebrating?


It is an eight-day festival celebrating a time in history when the Jews won a battle again the Greeks to practise their religion freely.





What festivals do Christians celebrate?


Christmas, Easter, Lent





Why does it last for eight days?


It was because there was only enough oil to burn for one day, but the candle burned for eight days.  This is why light is the main item in this celebration.





Hanukkah is in December








Burns’ Day


by Sarah Quinlan (6th)





Lindsay Mahon came in to our class and said that the 25th of January was Robert Burns day.  She brought in some haggis, a Scottish food.  It is made from sheep’s heart, lungs, liver and stomach.  She told us a story.  A man always had friends with him and his mother didn’t like it and said to be careful.  





One day, he was going home on a stormy night and he was on his horse, Meg, then he was passing the graveyard and he saw a light in the middle.  So he went over and he saw witches through the window.  They were dancing to bagpipes.  He yelled with surprise and they all looked at him and they chased him and up ahead was a bridge and witches can only go half-way over water so he got faster.  The witches got faster.  He nearly got over the half way point when the witch grabbed Meg’s tail and ripped it clean off.  Now Meg only has a stub for a tail.





The Daniels School of Irish Dancing held their in-house Feis on the 10th February.  Congratulations to the following





Shannon Mooney (6th  Class) 1st Reel, 1st Second-hand Reel, 2nd Single Jig, 3rd Warm-up


Jessica Farrell (2nd Class) 1st Reel, 2nd Slip Jig, 2nd Warm-up


Holly Farrell (Snr. Inf) 1st Reel, 2nd Jig, 2nd Warm-up


Rachel Molloy (2nd Class) 1st Reel, 2nd Slip Jig, 3rd Light Jig, 1st Warm-up


Niamh Geraghty (2nd Class) 1st Light Jig, 3rd Slip Jig, 2nd Warm-up





More of our pupils won various trophies and medals for Irish Dancing, representing the Lorraine McGee Irish Dance classes, at a Feis held on 1st March:





Aine O’Connell (3rd Class) 1st Slip Jig, 1st Championship, 2nd Horn Pipe, 5th Treble Jig, 2nd A Reel


Grace Doyle (5th Class) 2nd Reel, 5th Single Jig, 4th Light Jig and 3 medals


Hannah Lyons (5th Class) 1st Reel, 3rd Championship, 4th Light Jig and  6 medals


Maeve Connell (5th Class) 1st Championship, 5th Light Jig, 7th Horn Pipe, 5th Single Jig


Caoimhe O’Reilly-Neeson (5th Class) 1st slip Jig, 2nd Light Jig, 3rd Single Jig and 2 medals


								


Congratulations to Emma Golden who is a member of the ‘Twisters’ Gymnastic Club. Emma took part in a gymnastics competition on 5th February and received a merit award for her efforts.





Young Scientists Awards - You may have noticed two fine trophies sitting in the Reception window over the past number of weeks.  The glass trophy is the participation award given to 5th Class from Intel  was presented to Brian Neville, Luke O’Malley and Adam Neville (all from 5th Class) for participating in the Young Scientists Exhibition (Primary level) at the RDS on Saturday 10th January.  Jack Kyle (5th) received an identical award for his entry.  





The large cup is the B.T. Young  Scientist Exhibition Class Prize presented to Jack Kyle, Brian Neville, Luke O’Malley and Adam Neville – putting them in the Top 7 of the primary school entrants!  


Well done to all of you!


We would love to hear from any of the children who have won awards/trophies or other achievements in any event.  Just contact the school office with the information.





My Tooth


by Eden Curran-O’Brien (1st)





My tooth began to shake,


I cannot eat an apple.


I met a shiny snake


I ate the snake,


His name was Acke





CREDIT UNION QUIZ


by Mark Caulfield and Andrew Ahern (5th)





On Sunday 1st February 2009 a few teams from fifth and sixth classes entered the Credit Union Quiz held in Scoil Na Mainistreach.  Mark, Andrew, Malachy and Jack were the first team, while Conor M., Benjamin, David and Colm were the second team from fifth class, and some teams from sixth class. 





When we got there, there were lots of teams, some from Scoil Na Mainistreach, Straffan National School, Scoil Mochua Aghards and Scoil Naoimh Brid.  





There were 12 rounds with 6 questions in each.  Most of the questions were easy but some were hard.  Half way through we got a drink, crisps and a pack of sweets or a chocolate bar.  At the end, while they were announcing the results everyone was tense.  First of all they announced the Junior Quiz winners.  The winning team was the fourth class from Scoil Na Mainistreach.  The Senior winning team was Straffan National School.  Team 2 from our fifth class came 9th and Team 1 from fifth came 4th.  Overall it was a great day.








