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As the 2005/2006 school year comes to a close, we bid farewell to 27 6th class pupils our graduates this year.  Eleven families are leaving our school and they will be missed.  I’d like to thank the many parents from this class who embraced so fully the parental involvement aspect of our school.  Many of this group have served on Executive Committees, Boards of Management, Ethos Committees and Fundraising Committees.  Parents have helped with music weeks, school tours, art projects, science weeks …….. the list goes on.  On behalf of everyone in the school community I’d like to thank you for enhancing the professional role of our teachers and for enriching our pupils’ experience of school

Looking back on the year we have had many highlights and developments:

· Our Athletes won the U13 Boys and U13 Girls relay at Santry

· Our 2nd Green Flag was awarded

· Recorder Concert by 4th class was held
· We had many prize winners in a variety of Art competitions

· Christmas Concert with the Liffey Valley Orchestra was held in Setanta House Hotel
· Our football pitch is now in use and is enjoyed by all.
· Our Parents’ Association was set up.

· Letterland Favourites show (Jnr. Infs.) was held.
· Another successful book fair.
· Swim Achievement Awards in Senior Infants and 1st Class

· Our 2nd school calendar was produced.
· Some of our pupils participated in the Kildare Education Centre’s Write-a-Book project.

· Little Red Riding Hood Musical (2nd class)

· Our Gaelic Football team participate in Inter-schools competitions

· A variety of arts events were held (Storyteller, Theatre 
     Company, Drum Workshop, Ceili, Dance Workshop).

We look forward to another productive year ahead 
and best wishes to all for happy holidays, stay safe
and well.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

School re-opens on Friday 1st September at 8.40am. New Junior Infants hours will be 9.15am – 12 noon from Fri 1st Sept. to 15th Sept. inclusive.  Normal school hours from Mon. 18th Sept. 
Swimming for Senior Infants 2006/2007 (i.e. current Junior Infants) commences on Thursday 14th September.

Athletics Coaching (2nd – 6th classes 2006/2007) starts on Thursday 7th September for an initial period of 10 weeks.
4th GRADUATION IN OUR NEW SCHOOL

It’s hard to believe that we have already reached our fourth graduation in our new school building which took place on Wednesday 28th June.  
Michael Costello (Chairperson of Board of Management) and Maeve Ffrench (Chairperson of the Executive Committee) both congratulated and wished our graduates well in their new schools.    

This year’s Graduation Theme was ‘Community’.  As each graduate came into the hall he/she brought in a jigsaw piece with their signature on it and when these were joined formed the name of the school. Each jigsaw piece represented the individual – but when put together symbolised unity and community.  
In keeping with previous graduations, 6th class worked on a graduation project.  However, this year’s was different in that pupils from St. Raphael’s School worked with our 6th class in producing it from start to finish.  We are delighted that our schools have come together again and will hope they continue to do so in the years ahead.  The graduation project  ‘Images of Celbridge’ was presented to the school and this will be mounted on a wall in our central garden as a momento of our graduates’ time with us. 

We also said farewell to the 11 families who are leaving the school entirely as they have no other children in the school. We hope that your years with us have been happy for you and your child.        
Every year our graduates get a ‘send off’ by all our pupils.  On Thursday 29th June @ 10am  they made a very slow and emotional exit from the school building through our traditional ‘guard of honour’ made up of all the staff and children in the school who clapped and cheered 6th class on their way.  They were greeted by equally emotional parents at the school gate.  We wish them happy years in their secondary schools and hope that they will visit us often.  Go néirí an bóthar libh.
SPORTS DAY 15/6/2006
We couldn’t have wished for better weather on our Sports Day.  From the off, it was a very busy day with lots of activities taking place in and out of the school building.  This year we were able to use our pitch and we also had access to the running track next to the school.  The children had a wonderful array of sports to participate in.  From the reports we have had from the children they thoroughly enjoyed the change in their school day and were delighted that their parents could come and watch them.  Many, many thanks to the parents who came along to help out with the games and our food stations.   Thank you to Tom Moriarty for organising the day.
SCIENCE WEEK

This year our Science Week took place from 2nd to 5th May.  We invited parents to come and speak to the children about how science is relevant in their careers.  Dave Finegan, Vic Murphy, Andreas Kocher and Aine O’Reilly-Neeson came in and shared with the children how certain aspects of science influence their work

CHARITY COIN TRAIL

On Wednesday 28th June we held a Charity Coin Trail for a school being built in Kenya.  The amount raised was €477.34.  This money will be handed over to Barry Kennedy (Intel Employee) who visited us to ask for assistance from us and other schools in our locality
WRITE A BOOK 2006

On the 26th May a group of children from 1st, 3rd and 4th classes went along to the Glenroyal Hotel to meet artist, author and TV presenter, Don Conroy.  They were there to receive certificates and rosettes for the books they had written.  The children had worked hard on their books since January.  Don autographed and presented the group with the illustration he used during his presentation.  The group really got a great buzz out of the whole experience.  We hope you saw the display in the lobby.
GREEN NEWS

Our Mobile Phone Recycling Bank was a great success this school year. The gift of a set of pencils for every mobile phone, battery or recharger deposited into the recycling bank will continue in September so make sure you hold on to your old phone, battery or recharger during the summer holidays and bring them into the school when we return in September. 

Our Battery Recycling Bank has been a great success over the years and is a great means of disposing any old batteries you have at home from torches, toys etc.  Again, hold on to any old batteries and bring them to school in September for our recycling bank.

Don’t forget, we also have a Can Bank for aluminium cans.  Instead of filling up your household recycling bin with aluminium cans – you can use our Can Bank instead.
This year saw the introduction of a Clothes Recycling Bank – located just inside the school gate.  If you are having a clear-out during the summer, remember that we have the clothes recycling bank for you to use – if you can manage to hold on to the items until 1st September that is!
PLAYGROUND GAMES
On 7th June a number of volunteers (list below) came to the school to show our classes what games they played when they were in primary school.  Since then, playtime in the yards has changed with many of the children playing games their parents once did – such as skipping, queenie I Oh, Donkey, giant steps etc. etc.
Thanks to Mary McDowell, Dolores Quinlan, Christine Farrell, Adrienne Garland, Helen Neville, Fiona Kyle and Lindsay Mahon.

Special thanks to Lorraine Dunne (teacher and parent) for organising and overseeing this project.

‘IMAGES OF CELBRIDGE’

Over a period of weeks, our 6th class worked with pupils from St. Raphael’s National School on a joint art project. The project involved the children firstly taking pictures of local buildings and sights in Celbridge.  The children then sketched these and recreated them in clay which were fired in a kiln and glazed.  They were then mounted onto black tiles and all of them were displayed in Celbridge Library on Monday 26th June.  We would like to thank the Celbridge Credit Union who sponsored this project.  Special thanks to Lorraine Dunne, Tom Moriarty and all of 6th class for working on this project with St. Raphael’s National School.  During one of their visits to NKETS, all of the children played games together in the school yard.  We hope our 6th class will look back on their involvement on this project with great fondness and satisfaction – not only for the beautiful project they worked on, but for sharing their time and friendliness with the pupils of St. Raphaels.   
SPORTS
On the sports front we have been extremely busy and successful in our endeavours.  We have been involved in Athletics, Olympic Handball and Gaelic Football at various age levels.  
The annual Santry Sports was a great day out for many of our athletes and parents who came to lend their support.  We did extremely well (see full report in Children’s Corner). A number of medals and two magnificent trophies were won against stiff opposition from 40 schools in the Dublin area.  Obviously our weekly athletics coaching and the training is paying off.  (See Children’s Corner for more sporting achievements!) 
Thanks to Mary Kearns and her fellow coaches from Celbridge Atheltic Club for their tireless input to training the children from the school.  
A special thanks toTom Moriarty, Niall Keating and Olive O’Reilly for coaching and bringing the children to and from Olympic Handball matches.  Thanks again to Tom for organising and bringing our senior classes to gaelic football matches.  We did ourselves proud in all areas of sports.  
I would also like to thank the parents who usually, at very short notice, drove our participants around the greater Dublin and Kildare areas.   Again thanks to those parents who battled the wilds of West Kildare to get our pupils to the matches on time!
We are in discussions at the moment with the GAA Kildare Board who are hoping to introduce coaching to our 2nd and 3rd classes in hurling/camogie and gaelic football over a period of two six week blocks.  More details to follow as we get them.    

Tom Moriarty

GARDENING
As you are aware we had a huge dig-out of two patio areas on Saturday 10th June in our Junior and Senior Infant class gardens!   Trojan work was done by Gary Connell, Tim O’Dwyer, Michael Knight, Joe McDonnell, David Neville, John Byrne, Richard Groves, Anya Kruger, Lena Lindberg, Eileen O’Mahony and Kate Cotter.  The work continued during school hours by Noel Loftus (Caretaker), Lorcan Claffey, Dean & Stephen Rossiter and their friend Jason, Lindsay Mahon and Tim O’Dwyer in getting the patio areas reading for the slabs.  They also assisted in digging out the remaining areas in preparation for planting of shrubs, flowers etc. in September.

Thanks to Anne Finn who co-ordinated and oversaw the project.       

K’NEX CHALLENGE
(See Children’s Corner)
RECENT ARTS EVENTS
Young Fionn MacCumhal and The Salmon of Knowledge came to school on 8th May by means of the Clan Cluana Theatre Company.  They gave a great performance for our 1st to 6th classes.  This company have given various performances to schools throughout the country on classic stories from Irish Celtic mythology for the past 11 years.  We hope to see them again in the near future.
GO RAIBH MAITH AGAIBH  to the following:

Audrey Beatty who donated books for our class libraries.
Pat Barry who donated games, jigsaws and books to our junior classes.
Liam and Pauline Talbot – special word of thanks to Liam and Pauline for organising the sponsorship of our School GAA Jerseys.  

Leslie Daniels who donated a gas BBQ, gas cylinder and connector to the school.  

Annah Knight who helped with painting the faces of Junior Infants for their Letterland Show, for taking photos of the children and displaying them in our lobby area. Annah also took fabulous photos of 2nd class in costume during their recent Little Red Riding Hood show.  Your assistance is greatly appreciated. 
Gina Folan who did some beautiful artwork with 4th class
A big thank you to all the parents who were drawn from the hat to accompany our teachers on the various class tours in May.  We hope you had fun!

CONTACT LISTS

It cannot be emphasised enough the need for us to have up-to-date contact phone numbers for your child.  It is of the utmost importance should we need to contact you in case of an emergency.  Therefore please ensure that any changes over the summer in phone numbers (including mobile phones) addresses, minders etc. are notified to the school office in September.

SUMMER SOLSTICE ASSEMBLY

To celebrate the longest day of  the year all classes met in the GP hall.  Rita explained what summer solstice was and how it was celebrated by various cultures.  Then followed some very upbeat, lively and fun songs such as Rhythm of Life, Zippadee Doo Dah, Don’t Worry About aThing  poems were recited (one of these is in our Children’s Corner). 
NEW JUNIOR INFANTS

On June 1st  we had our annual Information Meeting for our new Junior Infant parents.  It was lovely to meet some new and old faces!  There are 15 girls and 15 boys in the class – 15 of which are siblings.  On Thursday 22nd June the children were able to come to the school to meet their teacher for September, Pat Crowe, during our Open Day.  They were delighted to see their classroom and play with some of the toys.  We look forward to seeing them again in September.  
LETTERLAND FAVOURITES
A metamorphosis took place in Junior Infants on Wednesday 7th June when they turned into Letterland characters to perform in their Letterland Favourites show.  After having a few rehearsals, they were rearing to go and they performed their favourite songs with actions from Letterland for their parents.   This was a wonderful production.  Well done to Olive and her helpers, and to all the children – it was great entertainment.
LITTLE RED RIDING HOOD

On Tuesday 6th June 2nd class gave a wonderful display of musical talent when they performed Little Red Riding Hood for their parents.  The children had a great time  rehearsing and performing for the other classes and ultimately for their parents.  Well done to everyone involved.

A special word of thanks to Fiona Knox (Special Education Teacher) for her tremendous work on the backdrops for the show and to Grainne McManus in making the head-dresses for the children, all of  which were greatly admired by children and parents alike.

Thanks to Niall, Pat and Betty for preparing the children so well for the performance.


BOARD OF MANAGEMENT NEWS

SWIMMING

Swimming will resume in September 2006 (see below).  This has always been an important feature of our school’s PE curriculum and it has always been policy that there should be full participation by all children.  While there is a cost involved and this has increased from year to year, the Board has subsidised this cost and will continue to do so next year.  Please note that parents in receipt of the Book Grant or who are experiencing financial difficulty can speak to Rita in confidence about assistance.
All parents are very welcome to come along to assist with the swimming sessions, which provides an opportunity, especially for new parents, to get to know one another.

The programme for the school year 2006/2007 will be as follows:
September – November 2006

 Senior Infants (current Jnr. Infs.)
Thursdays 
8 weeks

November – January 2007

1st Class (current Snr. Infs.)

Thursdays
8 weeks

Feb 2007 – March 2007

Junior Infants (new class)

Thursdays 
5 weeks

ATHLETICS TRAINING
The Board of Management is pleased that our alliance with the Celbridge Athletic Club will continue next year.  Coaching recommences on Thursday 7th September 2006.  
ENROLMENTS 

Please remember to advise your friends, relatives etc. of our Enrolment Policy i.e. first-come first-served should they wish to enrol their child(ren).  This should be done as soon as possible after birth.  We already have enrolments for 2011!  REMEMBER – siblings do not get first preference so we would encourage new born siblings to be enrolled as soon as possible after birth.

TAX REBATE SCHEME
The tax rebate claim on voluntary contributions has been sent into the Revenue Commissioners.  This year our rebate will be €10,230 up €2,000 on last year.  Remember, if you contribute €250 or more to the school in a tax year, we can claim back the tax you paid on your donation.  A €25.00 per month standing order to the NKETS gives us €300 in a year, but we can claim back an additional €200 in tax rebate!!  Thanks to everyone whose generous contributions have made this possible.
USE OF SCHOOL PREMISES

The school premises are available for rent on an hourly basis by school and community groups.  The charges for hire are:   

€30.00 per hour for the GP hall

€30.00 per hour per classroom

Additional charges may apply for Caretaker duties, secretarial and administration as appropriate.  Hire charges of €15.00 per hour per classroom (this is supplemented by the Board of Management) will apply for use of the school premises for children’s activities such as sports, education, religious instruction etc.  (GP hire rate remains at €30.00 per hour)

All users must adhere to the Board of Management guidelines and must have their own insurance cover.  Groups/persons wishing to us the school premises can apply to the Board of Management or contact the school office.

CLASS ALLOCATIONS FOR 2006/2007
The following are the class allocations for the coming year:
Junior Infants –  Pat Crowe
Senior Infants - Olive O’Reilly      1st Class -  Audrey Phillips


2nd Class
-  Substitute Teacher followed by Mary Doran returning from Maternity Leave)       3rd Class – Anne Finn (Deputy Principal)
4th Class
- Niall Keating (Temporary Teacher) 
5th Class
- Tom Moriarty
 6th Class
- Arlene Higgins       
Support Teacher for 2006/2007 (rotating post) – Fiona Cooney and BláTonra 
Finally, the Board of Management hope that all NKETS pupils, parents and staff have a sunny and relaxing summer.  See you all in September!

Executive Notes

Our AGM was held on the 8th May 2006. W e would like to thank everyone who attended and we would like to thank all the out-going committee members including Helen Neville, Fiona Kyle, Martin Saunders and Eva Copeland for their dedication and hard work over the past fifteen months, particularly in the area of fundraising.  
Fundraising is one of the essential parts of the Executive Committee and we rely on the support of the school community in organising and running events during the school year.  If anyone would like to help or contribute to the fundraising sub-committee over the next year, then please call Sarah Kerr at 01-6288654 or any of the members listed below.

	ROLE
	NAME

	Chairperson
	Maeve Ffrench

	Secretary
	Adrienne Kelly

	Treasurer
	Grainne O’Hagan

	Board of Management Rep.
	Maureen Keenan-Barry

	Equality
	Michael O’Malley

	Fundraising
	Ursula Byrne

	Board of Management Rep.
	Michael Costello

	Equality
	Viv Butler-Rees

	Fundraising
	Sarah Kerr

	Equality
	Colin Johnson


We would like to thank you for all your support during the year and we wish everyone a happy summer.  We would also like to wish all of the 6th class graduates every success in the future. 

NKETS Parents Association

Dear Pupils and Parents,

As you may know, our parents association conducted a survey of parents and pupils in order to determine what needs and wants are foremost in our school.  We distributed quantity (173) blank surveys through the schoolbags, one for each family, and received quantity (31) in reply, which is less than we would like, but enough to get started.

In the surveys we received, parents suggested these ideas for activities:
* more 'extra-curricular' and after-school activities, such as sports 40%, 
music 25%, drama 25%, languages15%
* more education for parents on parenting issues 12%
* a collective voice on policies and practices 9%
* social meetings  for parents to know each other and discuss parenting 12%
* 'other' specific items, typically individual mentions at 3% each, such as 
after-school activity for infants classes from 120-220pm,  schoolbag weight, 
school bus safety, lunch breaks, toilet paper, soap, financial reporting, 
combining to 25%

In the surveys we received, pupils suggested these ideas for activities:
* more 'extra-curricular' activities such as sports 80%, drama 30%,  computers 
20%, art 15%, languages 10%,  music 10%
* sports mentioned were athletics, basketball, camogie, cricket, football, 
gymnastics, hurling, karate, olympic handball, soccer, swimming
* 'other' specific items, typically individual mentions at 3% each, such as 
more use of  balls in the play yard, school tours, treats, fun days, 
combining to 20%.

Families gave highest priorities to four general areas as follows:
*  more after-school activities (75% ranked in top 2 priorities)
*  more inputs on policies and practices, education on parenting (40% ranked 
in top 2)
*  more social events for parents (20% ranked in  top 2)

These ideas are already in place in the school in various degrees,  parents and pupils like them, and want more! The parents association has been discussing and investigating these items, in particular researching the infrastructure requirements for more after-school activities. This is the most popular request, but seems to require the most time and effort. The association plans to work on some of the smaller items also.

We look forward to a productive school year in 2006-2007, with inputs and help of parents from each class in the school.

Best regards, Vic Murphy   'The Survey Guy'
on behalf of the NKETS Parents Association
________________________________________________________
NOTICEBOARD
School Books

Please ensure that your child has all their books on the first day back at school.  Due to copyright rules, we are not permitted to photocopy pages from textbooks/workbooks for your child to work on.  Rental books will be distributed by the class teachers in September. 

School Hooded Sweatshirt & Polo T-Shirt
Orders for sweatshirts and polo T-shirts will be distributed to the children on the first day back in school i.e. Friday 1st September.   For reasons of comfort, health, safety and hygiene, please remember that the appropriate PE clothing must be worn for children to participate in PE i.e. tracksuit bottoms, polo shirts, T shirt and non-marking soled runners.  

School Hours for Junior Infants
As always, to allow our new Junior Infants to settle in, they will attend school for a shorter period of hours for the first two weeks in September.  From Friday 1st to Friday 15th September the Junior Infant hours will be 9.15am to 12.00pm; and from Monday 18th September they will attend full school hours i.e. 9.00am to 1.20pm.  Don’t forget to bring a camera!

School Closure Calendar
We have had a few queries regarding our closures for the next school year (i.e. September 2006 to June 2007).  Such closures will not be decided upon until the first Board of Management meeting to be held in September.  Parents will be issued to a School Closure Calendar as early as possible in the new school year, as mentioned in the Board of Management News

Free Bus Pass

We have updated the Bus Eireann listing of children availing of the free bus pass.  New Junior Infants living beyond the distance limit have been added to this list.  Parents should contact the School Transport section of Bus Eireann mid-way through August to see if your child has been allocated a free bus pass.  Their number is 01-7032474.  The school is not notified as to which bus company receives the annual Transport Contract and therefore we do not information regarding pick-up times or routes. We are not notified as to who receives a bus pass.  For those of you who are unaware, Bus Eireann decide who receives a free bus pass – not the school management.   Any query you have regarding the Free Bus Pass should be addressed to the School Transport Section.  We hope that this will be of some assistance to parents in organising transport to and from the school in good time for September. 

SPORTING ACHIEVEMENTS…..
Winners at the Santry Sports!  The following is the Press Release given to the Liffey Champion and the Kildare Post – in case you missed it!
……AND MORE ACHIEVEMENTS
Well done to Lauren Devine, Becky Caulfield, Anne-Marie Mannion, Alex Byrne and Aifric Carroll (all from 6th) who gave a very good display against a strong Meath side in the semi-final of the All Ireland Olympic Handball U14 competition held in Moate, Co. Westmeath on April 29th.  The girls are members of the local Olympic Handball club coached by Olena Karpenko.  


7th May - Shauna Minnock (4th) and Vivian Fleischer (4th) both won bronze medals in the U11 Long Jump and 600m race respectively at the Kildare County Championships.

28th May - At the Leinster Championships, Seadna McGrillen (4th) won Silver medals in both the U12 Long Jump and U12 60m Hurdles.

On 31st May -  Becky Caulfield (6th) won a bronze medal in the 800m race, Laura Murphy won a silver and the girls U11 reay team won a bronze.

10th June – At the Kildare League, held in Newbridge Seadna McGrillen (4th) came 1st in the U12 600m race and 3rd in the U12 80m sprint. Laura Smyth (4th) came 2nd in her 80m sprint, Shauna Minnock (4th) came 3rd in both the Long Jump and 600m race, Vivian Fleischer came 1st in the Long Jump and with her fellow classmates, Laura and Shauna came 3rd in the 4 x100 relay race.    Darragh Scanlon (4th) came 2nd in the U11 Ball Throw.  Darragh also received a bronze medal from the Royal Irish Academy of Music playing Recorder.  

We had three winners in the recent Tidy Towns School Art Competition – they were Emma Golden (Jnr. Inf.), Philip Kruger (Snr. Inf.) and Lisa McGrath (5th) – well done to you all.  Their pictures will go on display for all to admire in Celbridge Library from 27th June for a period of two weeks.  
Well done to all on these fantastic achievements.








FOOD FOR THOUGHT!
As you are aware a few parents are putting together a NKETS Cook Book of various healthy recipes handed in by parents and pupils, which we hope to have printed in the next school term.  Below is a sample of some recipes for you to try during the summer break.  

	ELDER FLOWER CORDIAL

10 elder flower heads

0.75 litre water

1 litre sugar

1 lemon

25 grams citric acid (buy in chemists)

Mix water and sugar in a large saucepan and heat gently, until sugar is dissolved.

Add citric acid. Cest the lemon and add the cest, then squeeze the lemon and add the juice.

Add flower heads, stir, cover and leave in fridge or cool place for 5 days.

Strain through cloth in a colander and bottle. Leave a bit of air in the bottle. This allows you to freeze what you don’t need.

Check website for a delicious strawberry cordial!


	
	perfect for the barbecue

SALMON TERIYAKI KEBABS

My kids don’t like big pieces of fish, but if I cut them into bite size pieces and marinate them they seem to like them. For the barbecue, you can wrap these skewers in tin foil and cook for about 10-15 minutes.

I take a Salmon fillet (one per adult or half per kid) and cut it into pieces, marinate in soy sauce (few tablespoons), grated fresh ginger (1 tablespoon), and honey (1 Tablespoon) for about 15 minutes. Place the marinated fish pieces on skewers and wrap the skewers in tin foil. Barbecue for 10-15 minutes. 

Indoors, I use an electric (George Foreman type) grill as cooked on soy sauce is killer to clean.  



	
	
	

	for the picnic

CHEESY VEGETABLE PASTIES

 

Pastry

125g / 4oz plain wholemeal flour

125g / 4oz plain white flour

150g / 5oz unsalted butter, cut into small pieces

2-3 tablespoons cold water 

Filling

3 tablespoons olive oil

1 small onion, finely chopped

2 teaspoons plain flour

225ml (7 fl oz) milk

75g (3oz) cheddar cheese, grated

1 medium carrot, grated

1 small potato, finely diced

125g (4oz) broccoli florets, cut into small pieces

50g (2oz) frozen peas

beaten egg, to glaze

 

 


	
	METHOD;

1     To make the pastry, put the flours in a food processor, add the butter and process until the mixture resembles breadcrumbs.  Add the water and work briefly to a smooth dough, adding a little more water if necessary. 

Wrap and chill.

2     Heat the oil in a saucepan.  Add the onion and fry for 3 minutes.  Stir in the flour, then add the milk, cheese, carrot, potato, broccoli, and peas.  Bring to the boil and cook for 2 minutes, stirring constantly until the sauce has thickened.  Leave to cool.

3    Divide the dough into 8 portions.  Roll out each piece to a 16cm (6 1/2 inch) round, using a small plate as a guide.  Trim the edges and brush with beaten egg.  Divide the filling between the pastry rounds, placing it in the centre.  Bring the edges of the pastry up over the filling and press together firmly to make pasty shapes.  Crimp the edges, using your fingers.

4    Transfer to a greased baking sheet and brush with beaten egg.  Bake in a preheated oven at 200 C (400F) Gas mark 6 for about 25 minutes until the pastry is golden.  Transfer to a wire rack to cool.  

 

 

You can vary the choice of vegetables to suit your family's tastes - sweetcorn, green beans and courgettes are equally suitable.

 



	
	
	

	HAZELNUT AND ALMOND OATIES

175g butter

140g demerera sugar

1 egg

100g plain flour

½ teaspoon salt

1 teaspoon bicarbonate of soda

¼ teaspoon almond essence (optional)

125g rolled oats

40g hazelnuts, chopped

40g almonds, chopped

175g plain chocolate chips


	
	METHOD

Pre heat oven to 180º and grease baking sheet.

Cream butter and sugar and then beat in the egg

Sift flour, salt, bicarbonate of soda and then stir into the butter mixture

Add almond essence and oats and beat thoroughly

Mix in nuts and chocolate chips

Space out teaspoons full of the mixture onto greased baking sheets and bake for 12 minutes or until golden brown (they do spread out a lot whilst cooking)

Cool on a wire rack
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THE SCHOOL IN KENYA (Eimear Delaney  - 1st)





In Kenya, the school is very poor.  If they’re lucky they get one meal a day.  In Kenya the road is very bumpy.  Sometimes they gather in a circle and dance.





ABOUT KENYA (Tom Crowe – 1st)





Fiona’s friend Barry told us about Kenya.  We learned about the bumpy road.  There were lots of crashes he said.  We saw how they cooked.  They were very poor.  We are making a coin trail for them.  It is on Wednesday 28th June.  Before this we made posters. We had fun. 











Car Park Survey taken by  Sophie Scanlon and David Gahan (2nd)





The makes of cars were Ford, Toyota, Kia, Nissan, Honda and Fiat.


The newest car is Kia – reg. 06-KE-3373


The oldest car is citroen – reg. 94-D-8150


The most popular car is – Nissan and Citroen


The most popular car colour is – Red


The car that had the most seats was – Fiat


The fastest car was the – Toyota


The highest reg. number is - 9864








SUMMER SOLSTICE by Aoife Duff (4th)





Summer Solstice has just begun


Oh my goodness where’s the sun?


Lovely day, I think not,


Summer’s meant to be hot!





To live in Ireland, isn’t fun,


Ice-cold, no sun.


Cold, freezing, temperature down,


Exactly what could leave a frown!





MAY by Vanessa Conroy (5th)





May is the month of growth,


The flowers are in full bloom,


Butterflies all over the garden,


At night, the bats fly under the moon.





Gardener’s are very busy,


Children all at play,


We’re packing up our luggage,


For our Summer Holiday!








Kilmainham Gaol by Dean Cunningham (5th)


We went with the class on the bus to Kilmainham Gaol. The tour guide brought us to a room and showed us film clips about Kilmainham Gaol. After the clips we went down a tunnel that was very cold. Then we went up stairs to see all the prison cells. There was a pulley to pull up their food so it doesn’t take forever to feed them. We went outside to where the children played and then he showed us where the prisoners from the 1916 Rising were shot. Then we went to another room and along a tunnel. He asked a question and Lisa and Diane won a prize. We went outside and took some pictures. Then we went back in the bus and went to the Phoenix Park. We all ran off the bus and ran up a big hill and we rolled and tumbled back down the hill. We went round the other side and did it again, we rolled so fast I couldn’t see anything and when I stood up I fell down again after a few minutes. We had some lunch and then I did it again and I felt sick. We went back on the bus and went down to the zoo and went to the toilet. When I came out Max and Rian were playing Star Wars. Then we went to a play park for a while and then back on the bus to school. 


							








END OF SCHOOL IN 2006 (Conor Walsh – 1st)





I like school when I get golden time on Fridays.  I like when the teacher gives me pupil of the day.  I like going home to my Mam and Dad.





SUN, MOON STORY – MY STORY by Joseph Cullen-Tinley (3rd)





Long, long ago Sun and Moon lived on Mars.  They were great friends.  One day they fell in love.  They got married.  They moved to Earth for their honeymoon.  When they went back to Mars the Moon seemed very calm.  The Moon and Sun were friends for a very long time.  In human years, since they were 2 years old, and now they were 49.  The next day, Moon seemed to be less calm.  The next day it was the same, then the same and he kept getting less calm.  And then the Sun asked that Moon “what is wrong?”.  He said, “You are very beautiful,  but you’re also very warm.”  With those words the Moon shot up into the sky, running away.  Then the Sun did the same but it was running at the Sun crying  “Come back!”   And that is why it always seems that the Sun and Moon are moving.





K’NEX CHALLENGE


report by Kelly Bagnall and Janine Kocher (5th)





In April our class entered the K’Nex Challenge.  We got into pairs and we had to make a recycling vehicle. It had to have three compartments and a place for the driver.  It also had to have a way to bring the bin up.  We won the first competition.





In June we went to Intel with Arlene Higgins.  There were 41 other schools there and 82 children.  There were up to 52 adults there as well.  We were in the top 1000 out of 15,000 pupils!   When we were there we had to build a wind turbine.  In the break we got crisps and a bar.  Then the lady asked who wanted to go to the bathroom because if you went by yourself you would get lost, Intel was so big!  After that they called out 2nd place.  They were two girls.  In 1st place there were two boys.  Then we got a box of K’Nex and a CD holder and a certificate.  We had a good day and it was fun. 








