 Notes from the Principal’s Desk …….


As we pen the last newsletter of the school year 2007-2008 we bid farewell to our 30 Junior Infants of the millennium year - 2000. This group has played an active role in many aspects of school life over the years, particularly in the area of sport (including our success in soccer and athletics this year).  We wish you all the best in your transition to secondary school and in the years ahead. Viv Butler–Rees parent of Mya is the last founding member of the school and is in this year’s parent group. Fortunately Viv is now a member of staff in our Outreach Class so won’t really be leaving us like all our other founding members. Gerry Folan parent of David leaves this year. Gerry was chairperson of the Board of Management for seven years at the early stages of the school‘s development and played a major role during the site purchase and building phase.  Both Viv and Gerry gave endless hours to the school at Board and Executive level. Their dedication and hard work at such a key time in that stage of the school’s growth have been very important to its success.
This last long term was at times frenetic with school tours, sports day, swimming, arts events, science week, new Junior Infant Parents night and introductory day, Fun Day, Jack and the Beanstalk Musical, Santry Athletics Competitions, Junior Infants Concert and finally Graduation!

This year has certainly been unprecedented in terms of awards.  We achieved our 3rd Green flag thanks to our Green School’s Committee and for the first time won a Science Excellence Award.  In Santry, we had two every dramatic days bringing home 6 gold medals, 2 silver and 3 bronze and 2 trophies for our U12 and U13 relay teams.  Our girls’ soccer team represented Kildare in the Leinster Final out of 10,000 players that participated in Leinster.

The many varied events in our school and our many successes would not be possible without the dedication of our hard working staff who never fail to ‘go the extra mile’ in terms of commitment to our pupils.

I’d like to thank our Executive Committee and their sub-committee of fundraisers who worked very hard again this year to keep the funds flowing. Also thanks to our new Board of Management who support me so positively in my role as Principal.

On behalf of all the staff I’d like to wish you all a wonderful summer break.  Stay safe and well during the holidays and we’ll see you all back @ 8.40am on Monday, September 1st.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

School re-opens on Monday 1st   September at 8.40am. New Junior Infants hours will be 9.15am – 12 noon from Mon. 1st Sept. to 12th Sept. inclusive.  Normal school   hours from Mon. 15th  Sept. 
Swimming for Senior Infants 2008/2009 (i.e. current Junior Infants) will commence in January (2009)  (See BOM section for further details).
Athletics coaching (2nd – 6th classes 2008/2009) starts on Thursday 11th September and runs until November. It will start again in Spring 2009 running to May.
6th GRADUATION IN OUR NEW SCHOOL

It’s hard to believe that we have already reached our sixth graduation in our new school building which took place on Wednesday 25th June.  
Michael Costello (Chairperson of Board of Management) and Mike O’Malley (Chairperson of the Executive Committee) both congratulated and wished our graduates well in their new schools.  Paul Rowe, Chief Executive of Educate Together also spoke.
This year’s Graduation Theme was ‘Hopes & Dreams’.   
In keeping with previous graduations, 6th class worked on a graduation project.   Much to the delight of everyone in the school they made beautiful insect mosaics pieces which can be seen mounted on the wall in our sensory garden. They are truly stunning, so please take the time to view them when you pass through the school.  They are a beautiful momento of their time spent in N.K.E.T.S and on behalf of the whole school community we would like to thank them for creating these wonderful art pieces which add vibrant colour and texture to our garden. If this wasn’t enough our graduates decided to leave behind a time capsule, which holds items relative to them at this stage of their lives.  The capsule was buried in our sensory garden on the night. The plan is to gather in 10 yrs to unearth it again!  

We also said farewell to the 22 families who are leaving the school entirely as they have no other children in the school. We hope that your years with us have been happy for you and your child.        
Every year our graduates get a ‘send off’ by all our pupils.  On Thursday 26th June @ 10am they made a very slow and emotional exit from the school building through our traditional ‘guard of honour’ made up of all the staff and children in the school who clapped and cheered 6th class on their way.  They were greeted by equally emotional parents at the school gate.  We wish them happy years in their secondary schools and hope that they will visit us often.  Go néirí an bóthar libh.
SPORTS DAY 

Our Sports Day took place on Tuesday 17th June.  Though it was forecast for rain, it held off long enough for the fun to proceed!  The children had a great day taking part in the variety of activities organised throughout the school.   Our barbecue was well organised and run by our very capable volunteers, Trish O’Malley, Linda Scanlon, Maureen Keenan, Valerie Craven-Grace and Lesley Daniels. Thanks to our past-pupils who helped out and to Mary Doran who organised all the activities and timetabled the events. 
ARTS EVENT
We were delighted to welcome a variety of artists to our school during June.  Eddie O’Neill entertained Junior Infants, Senior Infants, 1st and 2nd classes with his drumming workshop on 6th June; Sharon Lynch worked with 4th Class on the theme of ‘Transformations’; and on the 19th June Catherine Cronogue spent time with 3rd class on ‘Animation Flip Books’. Thanks to Lorraine Dunne who co-ordinated these interesting and educational workshops for all the classes, with the Kildare County Council Library & Art Services. 
SCHOOL ORCHARD

On 23rd April we planted six organic apple trees all native Irish varieties on the mound at the track end of the football field.  We bought the trees from Irish Seed Savers, an organisation in Co. Clare which works to conserve Irish agricultural bio-diversity.  The educational and environmental benefits of this new school resource are many.  Over the years, as the orchard develops, the children will learn about issues such as; the life cycle of the apple tree; pollination and the role of bees, gardening/care of trees; cookery lessons; ‘food miles’; the advantages of local food sources, bio-diversity – the importance of preserving and cultivating native seeds and plants; and of course, endless potential for artistic and literary expression, language development and environmental awareness.  For further information on the work of seed savers, see www.irishseedsavers.ie.We hope that the children, staff and parents will enjoy the orchard for many years to come.




BLÁ

GREEN NEWS
We are proud to fly our ‘Green Flag’ at the entrance to our school, signifying our school community’s dedication to clean up the earth’s environment.  (See copy Press Release under ‘Noticeboard’)
Our Mobile Phone Recycling Bank was a great success this school year and it will be continued in September so make sure you hold on to your old phone, battery or recharger during the summer holidays and bring them into the school when we return in September. 

Our Battery Recycling Bank has been a great success over the years and is a great means of disposing any old batteries you have at home from torches, toys etc.  Again, hold on to any old batteries and bring them to school in September for our recycling bank.

Don’t forget, we also have a Can Bank for aluminium cans.  Instead of filling up your household recycling bin with aluminium cans – you can use our Can Bank instead.
Our Clothes Recycling Bank has proved to be a real success judging by comments received from parents using it, they are delighted that their used clothes can be recycled.  If you are having a clear-out during the summer, hold on to the items – if you can manage it - until 1st September that is!

The introduction of the WEEE Recycling Bins this year were extremely popular.  It is our intention to see them return at least twice in the next school year.  The first being the month of October. The WEEE bins will take small electrical items, so if are in a position to hold onto old or broken electrical items till then, you can use our WEEE bin to dispose of them.

SPORTS
On the sports front we have been extremely busy and successful in our endeavours.  
The annual Santry Sports was a great day out for many of our athletes and parents who came to lend their support.  We did extremely well (see full report in Children’s Corner).  We won two magnificent trophies and a number of medals against stiff opposition from 35 schools in the Dublin area.  On 13th June we all assembled in our school hall to celebrate and congratulate our athletes on their wonderful achievements in Santry.  Obviously our weekly athletics coaching and the training is paying off.  (See Children’s Corner for more sporting achievements!) 
Thanks to Mary Kearns and her fellow coaches from Celbridge Atheltic Club for their tireless input to training the children from the school.  
RARE AULD TIMES!
We were delighted to see elderly relatives of Junior Infants and 6th class come visit the children during the months of May and June to talk about school in their day!  Our visitors included Margaret Daniels (grandmother of Davinn Quinn J.I.), Freda Rogers (Kirsty Higgins’ great-grandmother J.I.), Paddy & Maureen Kerr (grandparents of Aidan Kerr J.I.) and Darragh Fitzpatrick (grandfather of Sive 6th)  

Thank you all for taking the time to come in and speak with the children and to give them an insight of what school was like years ago.

FOUR-LEGGED FRIENDS

It was with squeals of delight and sounds of awww that ‘Fresca’ and ‘Keeva’ came to visit the school on the 9th June.  ‘Fresca’ is an assistance dog for Oisin in our Outreach Class and ‘Keeva’ is being trained for the Irish Guide Dogs Association.   This isn’t ‘Fresca’s first visit to the school as she accompanies Oisin on a daily basis.   Thanks to everyone who contributed €2.00 to our Shades Day on 10th June.  There were some very cool looking glasses on a few teachers…courtesy of Cathy O’Brien!  The total amount raised was €488.  Well done to you all!
GO RAIBH MAITH AGAIBH  to the following:
Special word of thanks to Lena Lindberg, Fiona Kyle, Helena MacMahon, Gary Connell. Fiona Costello, Naomi Clancy, Rebecca O’Riain, Caitriona Molloy, Lesley Daniels, Lynn Groves and past-pupils Fearghus Mahon and Maitiu Costello who did a fantastic job in completing the development of our Junior and Senior Infant gardens and our Special Needs garden or who helped out in our 1st class garden.  
Ann and Eamon Burke who donated a variety of games for the classes.
Cara Larkin – Books for our class libraries.
Bernie Saunders – Toys for our Outreach classes and books for our class libraries.
Fiona Costello – table cloths
Valerie Craven-Grace who came in to cook with the Senior Infants.
A big thank you to all the parents who were drawn from the hat to accompany our teachers on the various class tours in May.  We hope you had fun!

CONTACT LISTS

It cannot be emphasised enough the need for us to have up-to-date contact phone numbers for your child.  It is of the utmost importance should we need to contact you in case of an emergency.  Therefore please ensure that any changes over the summer in phone numbers (including mobile phones) addresses, minders etc. are notified to the school office in September.  In particular, if you have changed mobile number, inform Adrienne if you wish it to be used in our  Text-a-Parent communication system.
NEW JUNIOR INFANTS

On June 5th we had our annual Information Meeting for our new Junior Infant parents.  It was lovely to meet some new and old faces!  There are 15 girls and 12 boys in the class – 10 of which are siblings.  On Wednesday 18th June the children were able to come to the school to meet their teacher for September, Niall Keating, during our Open Day.  They were delighted to see their classroom and play with some of the toys.  We look forward to seeing them again in September.  
SCHOOL VISIT

Our 4th class paid a visit to St. Brigid’s Girls’ School on 10th June.   (See Children’s Corner)
SCIENCE EXCELLENCE AWARD

(See Children’s Corner)

JOLLY JUNIOR INFANTS
A metamorphosis took place in Junior Infants on Monday 23rd June when they turned into alphabet characters to perform in their Jolly Phonics Show.   After having a few rehearsals, they were rearing to go and they performed their favourite alphabet songs for their parents.   This was a wonderful production.  
Well done to Cathy and her helpers, and to all the children – it was great entertainment.
3RD CLASS CONCERT

On Tuesday 24th June our 3rd class pupils delighted their parents by putting on a short concert for them.  They played the recorder and sang songs which they had learnt during the year.  Two children gave solo performances, Cian Murphy on the clarinet and Ella Ffrench on the violin.  Well done 3rd Class!

BOARD OF MANAGEMENT NEWS

OLIVE O’REILLY   -As per our recent note we wish Olive (and John ) every happiness in the future and thank her for her dedication and commitment to the school over the past six years .Don’t forget to visit us Olive!
BLÁ TONRA – Bla is heading off to job share in a school in Tallaght for the year. We wish her well and look forward to seeing her back with us next year.
ELSA McBENNETT  - We bid  farewell to Elsa, temporary teacher, who has been with us teaching 1st  class this year.  We wish her well and thank her for all her work with 1st class this year.
MARY DORAN -  Every good wish to Mary as she heads off on maternity leave on Friday for the year.
AUDREY PHILLIPS - Audrey was due to return to us in September but is now taking maternity leave. Good wishes to you also.

FIONA COONEY – Fiona is taking a year’s career break next year and will be returning to us in September ‘09
Our new members of staff for next year are Grace Martyn, Lorraine Gibbons and Lorraine O‘Brien.
The new permanent teacher replacing Olive is Orlaith Tobin.   Welcome back to us Orlaith!
UNIT FOR CHILDREN WITH AUTISM  - Our pupils in the Outreach classes will have extended summer provision for 2 weeks in July which is by special arrangement (for children with autism) with the Department of Education & Science.
SWIMMING  -  Although our swimming sessions usually resume in September each year – we are delighted to say that we have been able to change this to the month of January.  Therefore, Senior Infants (current Jnr. Infs.) will resume their lessons on January 2009 (see below).  This has always been an important feature of our school’s PE curriculum and it has always been policy that there should be full participation by all children.  While there is a cost involved and this has increased from year to year, the Board has subsidised this cost and will continue to do so next year.  Please note that parents in receipt of the Book Grant or who are experiencing financial difficulty can speak to Rita in confidence about assistance.
All parents are very welcome to come along to assist with the swimming sessions, which provides an opportunity, especially for new parents, to get to know one another.

The programme for the school year 2008/2009 will be as follows:
January - March 2009
 
Senior Infants (current Jnr. Infs.)
Thursdays 
8 weeks

March - May 2009


1st Class (current Snr. Infs.)

Thursdays
8 weeks

May – June 2009


Junior Infants (new class)

Thursdays 
5 weeks

ATHLETICS TRAINING   -  The Board of Management is pleased that our alliance with the Celbridge Athletic Club will continue next year.  Coaching recommences on Thursday 11th September 2008 until November.  It will then take a break until Spring 2009, running to end of May.
ENROLMENTS   -  Please remember to advise your friends, relatives etc. of our Enrolment Policy i.e. first-come first-served should they wish to enrol their child(ren).  This should be done as soon as possible after birth.   REMEMBER – siblings do not get first preference so we would encourage new born siblings to be enrolled as soon as possible after birth.  The Enrolments list for 2013 is under way.
TAX REBATE SCHEME   -  The tax rebate claim on voluntary contributions has been sent into the Revenue Commissioners.  This year our rebate will be approx. €10,000.  Remember, if you contribute €250 or more to the school in a tax year, we can claim back the tax you paid on your donation.  A €25.00 per month standing order to the NKETS gives us €300 in a year, but we can claim back an additional €200 in tax rebate!!  Thanks to everyone whose generous contributions have made this possible.
CLASS ALLOCATIONS FOR 2008/2009                     The following are the class allocations for the coming year:
Junior Infants –  Niall Keating
Senior Infants – Cathy O’Brien     1st Class -  Lorraine Gibbons


2nd Class
 -  Grace Martyn            
 3rd Class –   Deirdre Ní Mhaírtín   4th Class –    Lorraine O’Brien         5th Class  -      Pat Crowe             
6th Class –   Orlaith Tobin                 
Special Needs Learning Support Teachers  - Tom Larkin, Arlene Higgins and Lorraine Dunne 
Support Teacher for 2008/2009 (rotating post) –  Anne Finn
Finally, the Board of Management hope that all NKETS pupils, parents and staff have a sunny and relaxing summer.  See you all in September!


Executive Notes

AGM Reminder
 
The AGM of the Executive will take place on Monday 15th September 2008, so please put this date in your diary.A number of the current committee are resigning so there will be vacancies to be filled at the AGM, so perhaps you could take the time over the summer to give some thought to getting involved. We would love to see some new faces!
 

Hope you all have a lovely summer break and we look forward to seeing you all on the 15th September.

Fundraising Committee

Hello everyone, as you are aware it has been a busy year for fundraising.  We would like to sincerely thank everyone who has kindly helped our efforts during the year.  Your input and support is greatly appreciated and needed to help us achieve our goals.    The total amount raised for this year is €20,015.15 Thanks everyone.

The fundraising committee would like to extend its gratitude to the many businesses who have sponsored various events or projects during the year,without such generosity and support we could not have achieved our goals or organise certain events.  These are a few such events/projects that were kindly sponsored.  Our wonderful sensory garden which looks so beautiful  thanks to everyone who has worked so hard with its design and planting a JOB WELL DONE !!!!!

Thanks to the 3 businesses who sponsored our 3 brave parents who did their 1rst ever parachute jump.   You may be very interested to log on to  http://plungingforfunding.blogspot.com/        In total the jump raised €6,488.43!
Also our gratitude goes to the 2 businesses who sponsored and produced our very artistic calendar this year with great work done by all our pupils.

There were many kind donations given eg prizes for our quiz night, boyzone concert tickets artwork, goodies for the children to have at certain events.  While not a fundraiser our 1st  ever school disco proved to be a huge success and very popular with the children.  Well done to Sheila Rossiter (SNA) who won our recent raffle tickets to the BOYZONE CONCERT

Thank you to everyone who takes the time to so generously give in any way they can.  That just leaves us to wish you and your families a wonderful summer and enjoyable break.  We will see you all in September 08.  

Kindest Regards.  
The Fundraising Committee

A Note from the Parents Association Committee.

The Parents Association Committee would like to thank everyone who helped make this year’s Fun Day another great success.  We think you will agree that a great day was had by all!  We would like to especially thank the Leixlip Fire Brigade and the Celbridge Garda for attending and giving everyone an opportunity to get to know them again (and also for helping to cool down some of the children!!).  Also, many thanks to Excel Gymnastics who put on an incredible display, to Julie-Rose McCormick for her Puppet Shows and to Dave's Jungle (which was a great hit with some & sent others running in fear!!!).  A  special thanks goes to Cathy and Elsa who got a good soaking (all in a good cause!).  Finally a great big thank you to all those who helped on the day and in the run up to ensure everything went smoothly, it would not have been possible without your help.

The Parents Association Committee needs more volunteers to help it expand its program of activities for the 2008/09 school year and is appealing for parents to put their name forward for membership of the committee.  An AGM will be held early in the new school year and keep an eye out for details of this.  In the meantime, anybody interested in putting their name forward for membership of the committee please contact Pat Kerr patrickmkerr@eircom.net. We hope to organise more activities in the new school year and look forward to welcoming new volunteers in September.  In the meantime have a sun filled & safe summer and hope to see you all again in September.    
Best wishes, 
The Parents Association Committee.

NOTICEBOARD
School Books

Please ensure that your child has all their books on the first day back at school.  Due to copyright rules, we are not permitted to photocopy pages from textbooks/workbooks for your child to work on.  Rental books will be distributed by the class teachers in September. 

P.E.Gear

 For reasons of comfort, health, safety and hygiene, please remember that the appropriate PE clothing must be worn for children to participate in PE i.e. tracksuit bottoms, polo shirts, T shirt and non-marking soled runners.  
School Hours for Junior Infants
As always, to allow our new Junior Infants to settle in, they will attend school for a shorter period of hours for the first two weeks in September.  From Monday 1st  to Friday 12th September the Junior Infant hours will be 9.15am to 12.00pm; and from Monday 15th September they will attend full school hours i.e. 9.00am to 1.20pm.  Don’t forget to bring a camera!

School Closure Calendar
We have had a few queries regarding our closures for the next school year (i.e. September 2008 to June 2009).  Such closures will not be decided upon until the first Staff and Board of Management meetings to be held in September.  Parents will be issued to a School Closure Calendar as early as possible in the new school year, as mentioned in the Board of Management News

Free Bus Pass

We have updated the Bus Eireann listing of children availing of the free bus pass.  New Junior Infants living beyond the distance limit have been added to this list.  Parents should contact the School Transport section of Bus Eireann mid-way through August to see if your child has been allocated a free bus pass.  Their number is 01-7032474.  The school is not notified as to which bus company receives the annual Transport Contract and therefore we do not information regarding pick-up times or routes. We are not notified as to who receives a bus pass.  For those of you who are unaware, Bus Eireann decide who receives a free bus pass – not the school management.   Any query you have regarding the Free Bus Pass should be addressed to the School Transport Section.  We hope that this will be of some assistance to parents in organising transport to and from the school in good time for September.

The following is the Press Release given to the Liffey Champion recently:

          THE GREEN FLAG IS OURS AGAIN!

The North Kildare Educate Together School, in Celbridge, Co. Kildare raised their Green Flag for the third time on Friday 13th June.   After their assessment on 11th January, they were given the great news that they were to keep their Green School status – for the third time!   This is a much coveted status and the Green Flag is a very positive symbol at the front of any school.   Two pupils from the N.K.E.T.S. Green School Committee collected the flag from An Taisce, presented by Ciaran Cuffe (Green Party T.D.) and thereafter attended a party.

The topic they had to work on, on this occasion, was ‘Water Conservation’ and their wonderful Green School Committee had some ideas to save water in school, at home, in the community and in a global context.   Picture Reminders to turn off water and saving water, were drawn by the pupils from 3rd to 6th classes and these were distributed to the local businesses by 4th Class on 23rd April.  The Committee also came up with a great idea to raise funds for Concern to buy water purification system for a developing country – pupils had to wash the dishes by hand and parents were to hand in €2.00 for this service!  

All the pupils and staff really enjoyed getting involved in the projects organised by the Committee.  All the pupils, staff and parents had a wonderful sense of achievement in doing their bit for the environment and in taking the message home and further afield.


SPORTING ACHIEVEMENTS….. Winners at the Santry Sports were  Sarah McNiffe (Shot putt),  Aisling Kennedy (U13 High Jump), Rian Quinn (U10 Individual sprint), Shauna Minnock (U12 500m), Aisling Kennedy (U13 individual 500m), Laura Smyth (U12 Hurdles), Shauna Minnock (U12 Long Jump), Malachy Tobin-Larkin (U11 Hurdles), Jack O’Hagan (U12 Hurdles), Seadna McGrillen (U13 individual 500m),  Vivian Fleischer, Ciaran Delaney, Mya Butler-Rees, Aisllig Kennedy, Sarah Kelly and Sarah McNiffe made up the team who won the Gold in U13 Sprint & Relay; Laura Smyth, Shauna Minnock, Robyn Parker, Lucy Doyle, Roisikn Malone and Laura Murphy -  team members who won the Gold in U12 Spring & Relay; Colm Saunders, Elliot Beatty, Jack O’Hagan, Darragh Murphy, Nathan Talbot and Robert Fitzsimons – team members who won the Bronze in the U12 Sprint & Relay and Malachy Tobin-Larkin, Mark Caulfield, John Abbey, Joey Cullen-Tinley, Conor Murphy and Jack Kyle who made up the U11 Sprint & Relay team who were pipped to the post to finish a terrific 4th place.  Other members of our Santry squad were Rian Quinn, Andrew Ahern, Conor Kearney, Ivor Barry, Maebly Ryan, Dylan O’Flynn , Andre Goyvaerts, Paul Devine, James Doyle, Darragh Scanlon, Robert Flynn, David Folan, Aislinn Purcell, Eimear Delaney, Rachel Doyle, Anna Hepple, Davida Walshe, Laura O’Shea, Jasmina Constantine, Linda Kruger, Victoria Petts, Roisin Mahon, Jessica O’Loughlin, Maeve Connell and Caoimhe O’Reilly-Neeson.  Well done to you all – we are all very proud of you!
The following is the Press Release given to the Liffey Champion – in case you missed it!
N.K.E.T.S. CHAMPIONS!

Yet again the North Kildare Educate Together School, in Celbridge, Co. Kildare had a very successful outing to the Cumann na mBunscol Primary School Games in Morton Stadium, Santry on the 4th and 11th June.

With the benefit of expert coaching from Mary and Ciara Kearns of Celbridge Athletic Club the children from 2nd to 6th classes have shown the results of their hard work during the year by excelling at the games.

Our athletes brought home:

2 trophies for the Girls U12 and U13 sprint & relay

Gold in the Boys and Girls U13 individual sprint races

Gold in the Boys and Girls U13 500m

Gold in the Girls U12 500m

Gold in the Girls U12 Long Jump

Gold in the Girls U12 Hurdles

Gold in the Girls Shot Putt

Silver in the Girls U13 High Jump

Silver in the Boys U10 sprint

Bronze in the Boys U11 Hurdles

Bronze in the Boys U12 Hurdles

Bronze in the Boys U12 Sprint & Relay

A commendable fourth place in the Boys U11 sprint & relay

Altogether, more than fifty children from the N.K.E.T.S. travelled to Santry over the two days.  The emphasis of Cumann na mBunscol is participation and having fun in doing so.  There were many creditable performances delivered in addition to those that won medals.  The event was greatly enjoyed by all the children, parents and teachers who attended. 

More than 35 schools took part in the competition which is run by teachers and funded by charitable donations.  
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
……AND MORE ACHIEVEMENTS
Congratulations…..

· to Oisin Finegan (5th) who came 1st (General Paddler) in the 8km U15 Canal Club Junior Race held at Newbridge College on 17th May.  

· to Khalid Higazy (4th) who received Most Improved Player Award in the U10 Enfield Celtic Soccer team on 8th June

· to Seadna McGrillen (6th) who played in the All Ireland Schoolboys Football Association soccer competition on 14th May for his U12 Cherry Orchard Team.

· to Ciaran Purcell (Snr. Infs) who is a member of the U7 Barnhall Rugby Team who beat the U7 Clondalkin Rugby Club in a competition held in May.

· to Shannon Moooney (5th) who came 1st place in the Irish Dancing Exams held on 18th May with the Daniels School of Irish Dancing. 

· to Davinn Quinn (Jnr. Infs) who won the Daniels Perpetual Cup for the B reel on 8th June in Enfield, wth the Daniels School of Irish Dancing.

· to Rachel Molloy (1st) who came 1st place in the Reel, again on 8th Junein Enfield.

Well done to all on these fantastic achievements.



y the oldest and youngest 

in the school, Kevin Walsh (6th) and Dylan Walsh (J.Inf)

2nd Class produced some fine Anti-Litter Posters during

one of their computer lessons. Here is just one sample.

Drawn by David Burgess (J.Inf.)

Drawn by Hannah Lyons (4th)

Drawn by Emma Creighton (J.Inf.)

Drawn by Thomas McKeone (3rd)
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NEW SUPER BABIES by Thomas McKeone (3rd)





We had a visitor in.  She talked about her new born baby.  She said her baby weighed 7lbs.  The baby’s name is Aoife.  Becky, the baby’s mam, said Aoife cries.  A baby cries if it is hungry, tired or wants a cuddle.  Becky helped the baby to burp.  The baby does not eat solids.  Aoife has no teeth yet.  Aoife has one brother and one sister.














SCIENCE EXCELLENCE AWARD


Report by Linda Kruger (4th), Sean O’Reilly-Dalton (3rd), Scott Landy (4th)  and Roisin Mahon (5th)





On the 5th June we went with Arlene in her messy car to Leixlip train station.  We went to get the tickets for the train we were taking to Croke Park.  Our train arrived almost immediately.  We got on the train and arrived at Croke Park fifteen minutes later.  We took a lift upstairs where there was an exhibition on.  We went into the room.  There were seven stands at the start of the room and at the end of the room there were rows of chairs in front of a small stage.  As we looked around and went to the stand farthest away from us where we looked and touched worms and saw their wee!  We watered a fake crow and played a giant game of snakes and ladders, and did some other weird experiments.  We sat down in one of the chairs.  A lady came out on the stage and did some crazy experiments.  Then the awards started.  We finally got our award.  The award looked sparkly and then we went back to Arlene’s messy car, went back to school and did not do any work!








During one of their MDEP lessons, 1st Class spoke about what they would like to do when they grow up.  Here are a few samples!





‘When I grow up I am going to be a celebrity.  I will work in Hollywood.  My job is to sing’ 	(Phillipa)





‘When I grow up I will be a raw super star.  I will work in the wrestling ring.  My job is fighting’ 	(Adam)





‘When I grow up I am going to be a teacher.  I will work hard.  My job is to teach.’		 (Ava)





‘When I grow up I am going to be a farmer.  I will work in Ireland.  My job is farming’.		 (Jack)








A Visit to St. Brigid’s by Hannah Lyons (4th)





We went to St. Brigid’s last Thursday to compare our school to their school.  We asked them to say what they think could improve their classroom.  They said bigger classrooms, more shelves.  Here are some of the questions we asked them:


Are there any roads nearby?		Yes


Is it easy for children to walk to school?	Yes


Is the yard big enough for all the children?	Yes


Are all the children together in the yard?	No


Is there enough light in the room?		Yes





The tables and chairs are in a line.  The classroom is seven metres by seven metres.  One of the children in 4th class described her classroom as crowded and small.  There are over 500 children in the school and 20 classes!  In the older part of the school you have to go outside to get to each classroom.








