 Notes from the Principal’s Desk …….


Here comes Summer!  It’s so good to see the sunshine after the long winter months.  Our pupils have been enjoying aspects of the curriculum in our fantastic school grounds over the past few weeks – with outdoor P.E., nature walks, lunch outside, pond dipping and gardening.

As always this term has been frenetic with activity!  School tours, swimming, arts events, Junior Infant parent night, Fun Day, Little Red Riding Hood Musical, Santry Athletics, and finally Graduation.

This year we excelled our own record at Cumann na mBunscoil at Santry Stadium against over 40 schools, winning 3 trophies for 1st place for the U10 Boys and U10 Girls  and U12 Boys relays, silver for U13 Boys, gold in U10 boys sprint and bronze in Boys U10, U12 sprints, U12 hurdles and U13½ 500m race, Girls U10 spring and U11 hurdles. The benefit of our coaches Mary and Ciara and the fantastic facilities next door are really making a difference. 

Also this term we were awarded with our second Science Excellence Award.  Thanks to Arlene for organising our entry to this.

We said farewell to our Junior Class of 2001 as they graduated on Monday night.  This group spent two years in our old portacabins and played a very active role in many aspects of school life over the years. We will miss them but look forward to their visits in future.  

The past few weeks have been extremely difficult for our whole school community following our recent tragedy.  On behalf of the staff I’d like to thank the Executive Committee, Board of Management and all our parents for your thoughtful words, cards and support, all of which helped us greatly, during this very sad time.  

I hope you (all) have a restful and fun-filled summer and look forward to seeing you all in September.
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

School re-opens on Tuesday 1st   September at 8.40am. 
New Junior Infants hours will be 9.15am – 12 noon from Tues. 1st Sept. to 11th Sept. inclusive.  Normal school hours from Mon. 14th  Sept. 
Athletics coaching (2nd – 6th classes 2009/2010) starts on Thursday 17th September and runs until November. It will start again in Spring 2009 running to May.
We can confirm that the following after school classes will take place in the new school year:

Mondays: Speech & Drama with Sarah Barragy.  This classes will be run for pupils of Junior Infants to 2nd Class initially.  
Wednesdays: Irish Dancing with Leslie Daniels.

Thursdays: Art classes with Artzone.

(It is hoped that Computer Lessons for 1st to 6th classes will take place too.)  

Details of the above will follow in early Sept.

6th GRADUATION IN OUR NEW SCHOOL

It’s hard to believe that we have already reached our seventh graduation in our new school building and it took place on Monday 29th June.  
Michael Costello thanked 6th class and their parents for their input to the school over the years.  He represented the Board of Management and the Executive Committee.  Paul Rowe, Chief Executive Officer of Educate Together joined us on the night and also spoke to 6th class to wish them well in the future. 
This year’s Graduation Theme was ‘Connecting’.  The worked on connecting with the wider world, the environment, a charity and with each other.  This theme was featured on the front of the invitations and the Graduation Programme and it was beautifully designed by Ashlee Scanlon.   
In keeping with previous graduations, 6th class worked on various projects.  In keeping with the theme of ‘Connecting’, 6th class took some amazing photographs – connecting with their environment.  Another project was raising money for charity – connecting with a local charity.  Barretstown was the chosen charity (see below for more details).  A project that they presented to the school are the wonderful wooden crafted figures they made.  These figures represent connecting with each other. 
6th Class would like to thank all those who helped them with their projects

We also said farewell to the 13 families who are leaving the school entirely as they have no other children in the school. We hope that your years with us have been happy for you and your child.        
Every year our graduates get a ‘send off’ by all our pupils.  On Tuesday 30th June @ 10am they made a very slow and emotional exit from the school building through our traditional ‘guard of honour’ made up of all the staff and children in the school who clapped and cheered 6th class on their way.  They were greeted by equally emotional parents at the school gate.  We wish them happy years in their secondary schools and hope that they will visit us often.  Go néirí an bóthar libh.
BARRETTSTOWN FUNDRAISER
6th Class came up with the great idea of having a Pupil –v- Staff soccer match to raise funds for Barrettstown.  This very important match was played on Friday 19th June and despite their best endeavours and nearly all of 6th on the field – the staff showed some amazing talent and beat them 3-1.  It was definitely a great laugh and everyone thoroughly enjoyed themselves.  
A special word of thanks to Oisin Finegan (6th class) who donated his personal savings of €150 to Barrettstown.  For the past two years Oisin has been saving coins to help someone in need to build a house. This is a very noble cause by someone so young and he is to be congratulated.  Well done Oisin!    Thanks must go to Nathan Talbot (6th Class) as well, as he asked his parents if they could help him seek a donation from a company. Good thinking Nathan and he managed to get a donation of €150!  A grand total of €600 was raised – so well done 6th Class!
SPORTS DAY 

Our Sports Day took place on Tuesday 16th June.  The weather was ideal for the fun to proceed!  The children had a great day taking part in the variety of activities organised throughout the school.   Our barbecue was well organised, with the help of the Student Representative Group who came up with the idea of issuing Burger Vouchers to all the pupils.  This voucher system ensured that everyone lined up, handed up their voucher and got a burger.  Well done to the SRG.  Thanks also to very capable volunteers, Stephanie Tobin-Larkin, Trish O’Malley, Lindsay Mahon, Orla Kearney, Valerie Craven-Grace and Lindsay Scanlon who greatly assisted with the smooth running of the BBQ. Thanks to Cathy O’Brien who organised all the activities and timetabled the events of the whole day. 
ARTS EVENT
Niall de Burca paid his second visit to us this school year on the 12th May.  As always, Niall’s style of storytelling was very entertaining for all the children and staff. As most of you will be aware he is a regular visitor and is eagerly awaited by the children.  We are delighted to say that Niall will be back with us in November. 
Other visitors to the school were Eddie O’Neill who did a drum workshop with 6th class on 4th June, Sharon Lynch who did a workshop titled ‘DrawingOut, Moving About) with 3rd and 6th classes on the 8th June (See Children’s Corner).  Sharon will be returning to us in the new school year to work with other classes.  Lorraine Dunne (Special Needs Teacher on leave) introduced 6th class to ‘India’ on the 26th May.  She brought in her lovely adopted daughter, Shilpa, to meet the class, spoke to them about life in India, had a slide-show and did a cooking lesson involving a variety of Indian spices.  
On 17th June, 5th and 6th class were delighted to welcome the first Irish woman to summit Mt. Everest (from the north side), Grania Willis.  Grania was once an international three day event rider but two serious riding accidents resulting in life-threatening internal injuries and a broken back brought her competition career to a premature end.   She explained how she only started climbing in February 2004 and on 5th June 2005 reached the summit of Mt. Everest!  Being a journalist, sportswoman and an adventurer she is in great demand to speak on the topic that ‘Nothing is Impossible’.  She shared with 5th and 6th class what makes her who she is, what drives her ambition, how she self-motivates herself, her enthusiasm, what inspires her and her energy and passion for life.   
Fiach O’Rourke a champion in orienteering (Dairine’s brother, from 6th class) came into the school on Thursday 25th June to do an orienteering exercise with 6th class.  Fiach has left us a blueprint for future orienteering events.
STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE GROUP
We had the first ever SRG fundraiser ‘Crazy Hat Day’ which we raised money for charity and left a healthy balance for the next SRG. We also came up with the idea of ‘Burger Vouchers’ for the BBQ on sports day.  The staff said this was a great idea and it worked really well on the day.  The SRG has to be elected again in September.  We wish the next SRG good luck.

GREEN NEWS
We are proud to fly our ‘Green Flag’ at the entrance to our school, signifying our school community’s dedication to clean up the earth’s environment.
Our theme for our 4th Green Flag is Transport.  The classes have worked very hard in this area as well as continuing with on-going Green incentives.  During National Walk to School Week, the children were encouraged to walk, cycle, take public transport, park & stride and car pool.  Every Wednesday (WOW – Walk On Wednesday) we count the number of children who have taken part in the above – our record is 133!  This is announced to the classes along with the winning class.

The week beginning 15th June was National Bike Week with Cycle on Wednesday (COW) being the nominated day.  Unfortunately, the weather was against us then.  However on Wednesday 24th June we tried again - our total was 78 who walked and 28 who cycled. 
Well done to everyone during the year, keep it up.  Farewell to our 6th class Green Flag Committee members – Lucy Doyle, Wesley Kelly and Darragh Murphy.  Thank you for your input.

Our Mobile Phone Recycling Bank was a great success this school year and it will be continued in September so make sure you hold on to your old phone, battery or recharger during the summer holidays and bring them into the school when we return in September. 

Our Battery Recycling Bank has been a great success over the years and is a great means of disposing any old batteries you have at home from torches, toys etc.  Again, hold on to any old batteries and bring them to school in September for our recycling bank.  This also applies for any printer cartridges that you may wish to dispose of during the summer – remember, we have a Cartridge Recycling Bank too!
Don’t forget, we also have a Can Bank for aluminium cans.  Instead of filling up your household recycling bin with aluminium cans – you can use our Can Bank instead.
Our Clothes Recycling Bank has proved to be a real success judging by comments received from parents using it, they are delighted that their used clothes can be recycled.  If you are having a clear-out during the summer, hold on to the items – if you can manage it - until 1st September that is!

HAND TOWELS
You will be aware that from September, each child is to have a small face-cloth or small towel with them each day for the purpose of drying his/her hands during the day.  These can be placed in a small plastic re-sealable bag or placed in one of your child’s side-pockets in their schoolbag. We would ask parents to ensure that this face-cloth/towel is replaced on a very regular basis.  By doing this, we will ensure that infections do not spread throughout a class, we are a Green School and initiatives of this nature will ensure we keep that status and finally, it will eliminate the cost involved in hiring the roller towel holders and having the towels cleaned by a contractor.  

SCHOOL SURROUNDS AND GARDENS

Many thanks to the parents who have answered our call for garden volunteers throughout the school year.  We would like you to know that when visitors call to the school it is very frequently commented on how well are sensory garden, class gardens and surrounds are so well presented.  This is not only down to Noel, our caretaker, who takes great pride in keeping our school grounds pristine, but to the parents who give up their time to help the children keep our gardens in great shape.  Without your much appreciated input, it would be a struggle.  

Looking for garden volunteers is and will be an on-going appeal, therefore, we would encourage you to answer our call, and not leave it just to the same few please.  The tea and biscuits will be on us!
SPORTS
On the sports front we have been extremely busy and successful in our endeavours.  
The annual Santry Sports was a great day out for many of our athletes and parents who came to lend their support.  We did extremely well (see full report in Children’s Corner).  We won three magnificent trophies and a number of medals against stiff opposition from over 40 schools in the Dublin area.  On 15th June we all assembled in our school hall to celebrate and congratulate our athletes on their wonderful achievements in Santry.  Obviously our weekly athletics coaching and the training is paying off.  A reporter and photographer from the Leinster Leader called to take names and pictures of our Santry participants.  A copy of our press release for the Leinster Leader, is in the ‘Children’s Corner’ together with a list of more sporting achievements! 
Thanks to Mary and Ciara Kearns for their tireless input to training the children from the school.  
GO RAIBH MAITH AGAIBH  to the following:
Lena Lindberg, Helena McMahon, Anja Kruger, Fiona Kyle, Orla Kearney, Trish O’Malley and Gary O’Connell who answered the call and assisted 5th class in their class garden in planting flowering plants, plants for perfume, plants for dyeing and edible plants.   Mike & Trish O’Malley kindly donated the wood for our flower beds and Martin Tobin very kindly made them. Pictures of work being done in the 5th class garden can be seen on our school website. 
Orla Kearney, Fiona Costello, Olivia Gallagher, Audrey Beatty, Fiona Kyle and Lena Lindberg who did a great job in weeding, planting and generally tidying up our infant gardens for Junior and Senior Infants to enjoy and to Fiona, Maitiu, Diarmuid and Isabeal Costello who helped tidy up the 6th class garden recently.

Lorcan Claffey, Grainne O’Hagan and Eileen Hepple who donated a variety of games and jigsaw puzzles for the classes.
Bernie Murphy and Olivia Gallagher – Children’s videos for our video/DVD libraries.
Beatrice Slevin – who donated a trampoline for our Outreach classes and to Humeera Quershi who came in to assist in a cooking class for our Outreach Classes.
Isabeal and Fiona Costello who bought a beautiful ‘Peter Rabbit’ garden ornament for the school.  This is now in our Junior/Senior Infant gardens.
Elena O’Toole who helped 1st class with gardening work in their vegetable patch.
Paul McCourt – For supplying us with our headed notepaper and compliment slips.
Fiona Costello, Julie Trotter, Ursula Byrne/Maynooth Bookshop, Lucy Doyle, Olivia Gallagher and Mary McDowell  who donated books for our class libraries.

Julie Lyons who donated paper for the school office.
Bernie Saunders who donated many pencils for our classrooms.
Mary McDowell for a donation of tracksuit to be used as spare clothing.
A big thank you to all the parents who were drawn from the hat to accompany our teachers on the various class tours in May and June.  We hope you had fun!
CONTACT LISTS

It cannot be emphasised enough the need for us to have up-to-date contact phone numbers for your child.  It is of the utmost importance should we need to contact you in case of an emergency.  Therefore please ensure that any changes over the summer in phone numbers (including mobile phones) addresses, minders etc. are notified to the school office in September.  In particular, if you have changed mobile number, inform Adrienne if you wish it to be used in our  Text-a-Parent communication system.
NEW JUNIOR INFANTS

On June 4th we had our annual Information Meeting for our new Junior Infant parents.  It was lovely to meet some new and old faces!  There are 16 girls and 13 boys in the class – 23 of which are siblings.  On Thursday 18th June the children were able to come to the school to meet their teacher for September, Orlaith, during our Open Day.  They were delighted to see their classroom and play with some of the toys.  We look forward to seeing them again in September.  
SCIENCE EXCELLENCE AWARD

Following the success of last year, we once again took part in the Discover Science Awards of Excellence.  This involved class work, visitors coming to the school to speak about how science is involved in their work, projects and displays.  We are happy to announce our achievement in receiving this award.  The plague is on display in the Reception area.
OUTREACH OUTING

On Tuesday 23rd June our children from our Outreach Classes finally got to finish their school tour!  Time ran out on them on their tour date and they could not go to Playzone.  So, they were treated to a day out – firstly going to Playzone and a surprise trip to Weston Aerodrome to see some helicopters and small aircraft fly in and out. Thanks to the Outreach bus drivers for accommodating them.

SURPRISE TRIP

Our 3rd Class were surprised to learn that they were going on another outing – this time to Castletown House!  They had a guided tour of the house on Wednesday 24th June.  James Coaches drove the children down free of charge, for which we thank you.  Being a beautiful day, they took a leisurely stroll back to the school accompanied by parents, Lindsay Mahon and Orla Kearney.
2nd CLASS MUSICAL
On the 9th June, 2nd class pupils delighted their parents and relatives by putting on a performance of Roald Dahl’s version of ‘Little Red Riding Hood’ for them.  The acting and singing was wonderful, and we know that the children thoroughly enjoyed themselves.  Grace would like to extend her thanks to Sheila (SNA), Betty (SNA), Niamh Byrne (substitute teacher), Noel and Anne  for their assistance with various aspects of the performance, such as mask making, rehearsals, changing the backing display, erecting the stage, laying out the chairs and arranging the backing music.  We would also like to thank the parents to helped the children prepare for the night.   Well done to Grace in putting on this production.  

BOARD OF MANAGEMENT NEWS

AUDREY PHILLIPS, FIONA COONEY AND BLÁ TONRA are taking a year’s career break, while MARY DORAN is job-sharing in Scoil NaMainistreach.   We wish them an enjoyable year and look forward to seeing them return to us in September 2010.  We are delighted to state that the temporary teachers in their place will remain the same as this year i.e. Grace Martyn, Lorraine Gibbons, Lorraine O‘Brien and Deirdre Ni Mhairtin.
PARTIME RESOURCE TEACHER

We’d like to wish Mary O’Grady the very best as she leaves us and thank her for all her hard work with us since January 2009.
SPECIAL NEEDS ASSISTANT

It is with great sadness that we lose one of our Special Needs Assistants due to the Department of Education & Science recent review of special needs.  We would like to extend our sincere thanks to Clare Tobin for her input, enthusiasm and support during her time with us.  We wish her the best of luck in the future.  
UNIT FOR CHILDREN WITH AUTISM  - Our pupils in the Outreach classes will have extended summer provision for 2 weeks in July which is by special arrangement (for children with autism) with the Department of Education & Science.
SWIMMING  -  Our swimming sessions will resume in January 2010.  Therefore, Senior Infants (current Jnr. Infs.) will resume their lessons on January 2010 (see below).  This has always been an important feature of our school’s PE curriculum and it has always been policy that there should be full participation by all children.  While there is a cost involved and this has increased from year to year, the Board has subsidised this cost and will continue to do so next year.  Please note that parents in receipt of Social Welfare payments or who are experiencing financial difficulty can speak to Rita in confidence about assistance.
All parents are very welcome to come along to assist with the swimming sessions,  which provides an opportunity, especially for new parents, to get to know one another.  Whilst we appreciate that this notification is quite early, we are aware that parents like to know when their children are attending swimming lessons in advance.
The programme for the school year 2009/2010 will be as follows:
January - March 2010
 
Senior Infants (current Jnr. Infs.)
Thursdays 
8 weeks

March - May 2010


1st Class (current Snr. Infs.)

Thursdays
8 weeks

May – June 2010


Junior Infants (new class)

Thursdays 
5 weeks

ATHLETICS TRAINING   -  The Board of Management is pleased that our alliance with the Celbridge Athletic Club will continue next year.  Coaching recommences on Thursday 17th September 2008 until November.  It will then take a break until Spring 2010, running to end of May.
ENROLMENTS   -  Please remember to advise your friends, relatives etc. of our Enrolment Policy i.e. first-come first-served should they wish to enrol their child(ren).  This should be done as soon as possible after birth.   REMEMBER – siblings do not get first preference so we would encourage new born siblings to be enrolled as soon as possible after birth.  The Enrolments list for 2014 is under way.
TAX REBATE SCHEME   -  The tax rebate claim on voluntary contributions has been sent into the Revenue Commissioners.  This year our rebate will be approx. €9,000.  Remember, if you contribute €250 or more to the school in a tax year, we can claim back the tax you paid on your donation.  A €25.00 per month standing order to the NKETS gives us €300 in a year, but we can claim back an additional €200 in tax rebate!!  Thanks to everyone whose generous contributions have made this possible.
CLASS ALLOCATIONS FOR 2009/2010                     The following are the class allocations for the coming year:
Junior Infants –  Orlaith Tobin 
Senior Infants – Niall Keating     

1st Class -  Lorraine Gibbons


2nd Class
 -  Deirdre Ni Mhairtin             
 3rd Class –  Pat Crowe (Assistant Principal)   
4th Class – Grace Martyn          
5th Class  -    Cathy O’Brien  

 6th Class –  Lorraine O’Brien    

Special Needs Learning Support Teachers  - Tom Larkin, Arlene Higgins and a substitute teacher for Lorraine Dunne until December 2009
Support Teacher for 2009/2010 (rotating post) –  Anne Finn (Deputy Principal)
Finally, the Board of Management hope that all NKETS pupils, parents and staff have a sunny and relaxing summer.  See you all in September!

Executive Notes

AGM Reminder
 As previously notified, the AGM of the Executive will take place on Monday 21st September 2009 @ 8.15pm in  the school, so please put this date in your diary.  We would greatly encourage parents to pay their membership to the Executive Committee.   In becoming a member, you will have the right to vote at the A.G.M. and to elect the Executive Committee, which will represent you as a parent when policy or long-term decisions for the school are made.  It will also give you the opportunity to go forward for election onto the Executive Committee if you so wish, once you have been a member for twelve months.  Membership forms can be obtained from the school office. 
Hope you all have a lovely summer break and we look forward to seeing you all at the AGM on Monday 21st September.

A Note from the Parents Association Committee
We would like to thank everyone who helped make this year’s Fun Day another great success.  We think you will agree that a great day was had by all!  We would like to especially thank the Leixlip Fire Brigade, who put on a fantastic show enjoyed by young and not so young alike!! (and who also did a great job cleaning up afterwards!!!) .  Also thanks to the Celbridge Garda for attending and giving everyone an opportunity to get to know them again.  Many thanks to the Ed and his team from the Celbridge Kenpo Karate & Self Defence Academy who gave up of their time to put on fantastic display, definitely World Champions! Thanks to those who manned our book stall, to our photographers and buskers who collected donations for next year’s Fun Day.  A special thanks goes to our great face painters who were on duty non stop throughout the day, well done!  Thanks also to the local companies who donated money & gifts in support of the day, including Art Zone,  Batra Construction, Liffey Valley Orchestra, J&M Cosgraves, Luas Cleaners, CMC Crash Repairs, Storevision, Confey Tiles, The K Club, & The Courtyard Hotel (Leixlip).  A huge thanks also to my fellow members who work tirelessly each year to make the Fun Day happen, Fionnuala Parker, Eileen O'Mahony, Mick Wallace, Deirdre Geraghty, Martin Saunders, Lindsay Mahon, Vic Murphy & Niall Grace (apologies if I have left anyone out!).  A very special thanks must go to Noel, who works extremely hard each year in helping set up for, and clean up after the Fun Day, always with a great smile and a laugh, without him it would not run!

Finally a great big thank you to all those who helped on the day and in the run up to ensure everything went smoothly, and also to all of you who turned up on the day, it would not have been possible without your help!

Congratulations to the winners of the prizes, there are also two prizes not yet claimed: ticket no. 459 blue – voucher €50 Court Yard Hotel, Leixlip & ticket no. 476 blue – Gift Voucher €50 Helen Gray Beauty Salon.  If you have these tickets, please contact Fionnuala Parker on 086 833 9031.

The Parents Association Committee would like more volunteers to help it expand its program of activities for the 2009/10 school year and is appealing for parents to put their name forward.  In the meantime, anybody interested please contact Pat Kerr on 087 2265786 or patrickmkerr@eircom.net. We would like to organise more activities in the new school year and look forward to welcoming new volunteers in September.  In the meantime have a sun filled & safe summer and hope to see you all again in September.

Best wishes,

Pat Kerr

The Parents Association


NOTICEBOARD
School Books

Please ensure that your child has all their books on the first day back at school.  Due to copyright rules, we are not permitted to photocopy pages from textbooks/workbooks for your child to work on.  Rental books will be distributed by the class teachers in September. 

Pupil Towels

Don’t Forget – each child is to bring a small towel or face-cloth into school each day with them, for the purpose of drying their hands.  They are to be kept in your child’s schoolbag, either in a side-pocket or in a plastic re-sealable bag.  Towels should be replaced frequently by parents.
School Tracksuit and Polo Shirts
As notified to parents, from September 2009 it is compulsory for pupils to wear the School Tracksuit and Polo Shirt on their PE days, attending swimming lessons, going on school outings/tours and when representing the school at events such as, sporting events, school quizzes etc.  Please remember that when your child is wearing runners, they must be of the non-marking sole variety to ensure that our corridors and hall remain black-streak free! Thank you for your co-operation.  
The following is the PE timetable for 2009/2010.  Please take note of when your child has PE.

Junior Infants & Senior Infants   
       Monday & Wednesday

1st Class 


       Monday & Wednesday



2nd Class


       Monday & Thursday
3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th Classes
       Tuesday and Thursday
Outreach


       Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday
School Hours for Junior Infants
As always, to allow our new Junior Infants to settle in, they will attend school for a shorter period of hours for the first two weeks in September.  From Tuesday 1st  to Friday 11th September the Junior Infant hours will be 9.15am to 12.00pm; and from Monday 14th September they will attend full school hours i.e. 9.00am to 1.20pm.  Don’t forget to bring a camera!

School Closure Calendar
We have had a few queries regarding our closures for the next school year (i.e. September 2009 to June 2010).  Such closures will not be decided upon until the first Staff and Board of Management meetings to be held in September.  Parents will be issued to a School Closure Calendar as early as possible in the new school year, as mentioned in the Board of Management News

Free Bus Pass

We have updated the Bus Eireann listing of children availing of the free bus pass.  New Junior Infants living beyond the distance limit have been added to this list.  Parents should contact the School Transport section of Bus Eireann mid-way through August to see if your child has been allocated a free bus pass.  Their number is 01-7032474.  The school is not notified as to which bus company receives the annual Transport Contract and therefore we do not information regarding pick-up times or routes. We are not notified as to who receives a bus pass.  For those of you who are unaware, Bus Eireann decide who receives a free bus pass – not the school management.   Any query you have regarding the Free Bus Pass should be addressed to the School Transport Section.  We hope that this will be of some assistance to parents in organising transport to and from the school in good time for September.


SPORTING ACHIEVEMENTS….. Winners at the Santry Sports were  Malachy Tobin-Larkin (U12 sprint), Rian Quinn (U10 sprint), Kate O’Malley (U10 sprint), Eimear Delaney (U11 hurdles), Conor Murphy (U12 hurdles), Jack O’Hagan (U13 ½  500m race).
Rian Quinn, Conor Neville, Philip Kruger, Jonathan Landy, Darragh Copeland and Cormac Malone made up the winning team of the U10 Sprint & Relay.

Marie Connolloy, Eilis Mahon, Gemma Petts, Kate O’Malley, Aoife Kearney and Saoirse Flattery were winners of the U10 Sprint & Relay.
Conor Murphy, Mark Caulfield, Malachy Tobin-Larkin, Joe Cullen-Tinley, Benjamin Jupe and John Abbey were the U12 Sprint & Relay winners.

2nd place U13 Boys Sprint & Relay team were Jack O’Hagan, Colm Saunders, Darragh Murphy, Elliot Beatty, Nathan Talbot and Robert Fitzsimons.

Other members of the Santry squad were Andrew Ahern, Emmet Stout, Maebly Ryan, Conor Kearney, Kevin Dunne, Conor Walsh, Aislinn Purcell, Sophie Freeman, Laura O’Shea, Davida Walshe, Jean-Louise Carroll, , Jasmina Constantin, Linda Kruger, Jessica O’Loughlin, Maeve Connell, Victoria Petts, Robyn Parker, Lucy Doyle, Roisin Malone, Ashlee Scanlon, Roisin Mahon, Jack Kyle, Karim Behlout, Conor Kearney, Cian Kavanagh, Jay Downing, Sophie Freeman, Hannah Lyons and Sophie Scanlon
Well done to you all – we are all very proud of you!
N.K.E.T.S. CHAMPIONS!

Yet again the North Kildare Educate Together School, in Celbridge, Co. Kildare had a very successful outing to the Cumann na mBunscol Primary School Games in Morton Stadium, Santry on the 3rd and 11th June.

With the benefit of expert coaching from Mary and Ciara Kearns the children from 3rd to 6th classes have shown the results of their hard work during the year by excelling at the games.

Our athletes brought home:

3 trophies for 1st place for the U10 Boys and U10 Girls  and U12 Boys relays

Silver for the U13 Boys relay

Gold in the Boys U10 sprint

Bronze in the Boys U12 sprint

Bronze in the Boys U12 Hurdles 

Bronze in the Boys U13½ 500m race

Bronze in the Girls U10 sprint

Bronze in the Girls U11 Hurdles

Altogether, more than fifty children from the N.K.E.T.S. travelled to Santry over the two days.  The emphasis of Cumann na mBunscol is participation and having fun in doing so.  There were many creditable performances delivered in addition to those that won medals.  The event was greatly enjoyed by all the children, parents and teachers who took part. 

More than 40 schools took part in the competition which is run by teachers and funded by charitable donations.  

Congratulations to the following;
· Jasmina Constantin and Ashlee Scanlon who were members of the winning Ballyoulster team in the U12 Soccer Blitz held on 14th June.  They brought in a beautiful plaque to show us.

· Roisin Mahon who brought in the trophy she and her fellow camogie U12 team members won in the Kildare County Final - Division 1

· To the following Irish Dancers who brought in their trophies and medals -  Meadhbh Costello 1st in the Reel and 2nd in Slip Jig and Light Jig; Niamh Geraghty 1st in B Reel and 2nd in Championship A Reel and Aoife Murphy 1st in Championship Cup and 2nd in the Reel.  In the Lesley Daniels Class Feis held on 26th May, the following were winners -  Shannon Mooney 1st Slip Jig and Light Jig and Trophy for the Reel, Niamh Geraghty 1st in Reel, Siliver in Light Jig and received a Trophy for slip jig.  Pupils from Senior Infants who also received medals and trophies were Caitlin Floody, Ella McDonnell, Emma Creighton, Sarah Quinn, Maeveen Ryan, Olivia Rowland and Kirsty Higgins.  Olivia was also 3rd in the championship.  
· Colm Matthews, Malachy Tobin-Larkin and Conor Murphy are members of the Ballyoulster United U11 Soccer Team and who were runners-up in the Dublin District School Boys A1 League.  They each received beautiful medals in presentation boxes - Well done boys!

· Ella Ffrench (4th Class) was selected by her drama school to go forward to participate in an RTE programme called ‘An Audience with President Mary McAleese’. On Thursday 1st July, Ella, along with other schoolchildren, will take part in the filming of this programme which is to be aired in September.  We will let you know the date in September when we have it.  Well done Ella!
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Our school tour at Lullymore – written by Saoirse Flattery (3rd Class)





For our school we went to a place called Lullymore.  It is a Discovery and Heritage Park.  First we went on a small train and saw the bog.  Then we went on a tour of the outside of Lullymore and saw many things like olden day houses, fairy villages and we tried to find newts in the ponds. After that we went and played in different areas like the indoor play area, the mini-golf course and the playground.  We had a really great time there and everyone had fun.





Summertime by David McKeone (2nd class)





Sunshine is bright in summer


Under the trees you’re shaded with juniper.


Migrating birds come back this season,


Maybe summer is fun for a reason.


Every tree has a green dress,


Rain falls for all to bless.


Times goes quick when you have fun in the Summer.


Ilike the family fun day.


My family go on holidays lots of years,


Every year it is nearer and near.





5th Class Websites – written by Ross Cunningham (5th Class)





5th Class recently made websites about historical figures.  The programme that we used was called Microsoft Power Point.  You can move pictures, words and create a slide show and then you can watch it.  I chose Michael Collins because he is an Irish hero.  Our teacher Pat put them on the school website.  If you would like to see it you can view it there with all the other 5th class projects.








The Garden Shed Clean Out by Cian Kavanagh (4th)


There is a black shed at the bottom of our garden.  In the shed there is a lawnmower, old broken bikes, old boxes of rubbish and broken toys.  There are lots of gardening tools and pots in the shed, so we did not have room for our new bikes.


During the Easter holidays, we decided to get rid of all the old broken stuff and order a skip.  A big yellow skip came on a lorry to our house.  Some of the old toys were brought to a charity shop and the baby ones were given to our cousin James.  My brother and I had great fun filling the skip with the broken stuff.  We cleared up the stuff on the floor of the shed and put them on the shelves.  The floor of the shed was clear and there was room for my bike and Dylan’s scooter.


High up in the corner of the shed there was a long hanging basket.  I saw a small nest on top of this basket.  In the nest there were little eggs.  I wondered how the bird could get into our shed.  I remembered that I broke part of the window playing football at the start of spring, so that was how the bird got in and out to make a nest.  During the rest of the holidays, I watched to see if the eggs would hatch.  Finally, last weekend the eggs hatched and three little robins were born.  The End.








Artist for a Day – written by Alan Doyle (3rd Class)





Yesterday someone called Sharon came in to show us how to do stop motion and animation.  Our class got divided into three groups.  Two groups made a character and the other group made a background.  When we were all done, Sharon got her camera and placed it on a tripod. We put the background on a table and she placed the camera so that it could just see the background.  Then we made them do little tiny moves and each time Sharon took a picture and you keep on doing it and when you are done she put it all together and it made a little movie.





As part of their MDEP 1st Class spoke wrote about ‘Helping Others’ – here are just two samples





by Anna Barnes





Some people are special, they help us.  Everyone is a good help but some people are a big help.  Like the hospital, fire-brigade and gardai.  We can help too.  Do not put litter on the ground.





And by Lorcan Grace





I like helping others because it is nice.  Being nice is helping others.  When you help others you should feel proud of yourself.  When you feel proud you feel like you can jump off a wall and do a flip.





During one of their MDEP lessons, 1st Class spoke about what they would like to do when they grow up.  Here are a few samples!





‘When I grow up I am going to be a celebrity.  I will work in Hollywood.  My job is to sing’ 	(Phillipa)





‘When I grow up I will be a raw super star.  I will work in the wrestling ring.  My job is fighting’ 	(Adam)





‘When I grow up I am going to be a teacher.  I will work hard.  My job is to teach.’		 (Ava)





‘When I grow up I am going to be a farmer.  I will work in Ireland.  My job is farming’.		 (Jack)








Write-A-Book Project by James Dixon (5th Class)


In January six of us from 5th Class started our Write-a-Book Project. At first we weren't sure what we wanted to write about. We learned new ways of creating a story. We came up with characters for the story, a problem that needed to be solved as well as a time and a place. We started writing our stories in February. 


James wrote about a bat and a snail with superpowers who protect their city from a snail crime lord. Victoria wrote about a girl and her horse and horse riding. Sophie wrote about a couple of girls who had a scary adventure. Shauna wrote about a brother and sister who became a warlock and witch when they reached eighteen and had to save the world from demons. Ross wrote about his dog being dognapped and trying to get him back. Grace wrote about two friends and their cat and dog and the adventures they had. 


Then we illustrated our stories. Tom helped us bind and put the books together. The books went off to Kildare Education Centre. All of our stories came back with certificates and merit badges. We were all very proud of ourselves. We went around the classes reading our stories. The other kids said they really liked them. Pat let us have a party to celebrate. James's Mam made brownies and queen cakes for everyone.











