Notes from the Principal’s Desk …….


The months of May and June are by far the busiest in the school calendar and the past few weeks were no exception. May brought our school tours for all classes and fortunately most of our pupils enjoyed good weather. We’ve had swimming, vaccinations, World food day, Sports Day, R.S.E. and Job Share meetings, assemblies, yard painting, gardening, New Parents’ Evening, a visit from our new Junior Infants, Staff v 6th Class charity match (the Staff won.…again!), to name a few (perhaps this is why early mornings are becoming a challenge!!)

This term we also finalised our new Code of Behaviour which was led by Anne Finn (Deputy Principal) and my thanks to Anne for all her work on this and to the Executive, Board of Management, Staff, Pupils and Parents who have all had an input into this comprehensive document.

It’s good to look back on the year at this time and see our many achievements: 

· Our Girls’ Soccer team became Kildare Champions in the Inter Schools Futsal Competition 2011

· We came home with six medals from Santry and had some fantastic performances from over sixty athletes from the school

· We made a major impact on our landscaping thanks to your generosity.
· We had the school walls insulated thanks to a grant from the Department of Education & Skills and received our B1 energy rating certificate.

· Our new school sign was erected. (so everyone can find us now!)

· We invested in new interactive whiteboards in our Infant and Outreach classrooms with a grant from the Department supplemented with fundraising money.

· We won the Discover Primary Science Award for Science and Maths excellence for the fourth year in a row.

Perhaps our greatest achievement of all each year is our 6th class graduates. This year we bid farewell to our 6th class of 2010-2011 on Tuesday night at our Graduation Evening. This is the first group of pupils who have spent all their time in this school building, and they have been a wonderful group to have in the school over the years. We‘ll miss them but look forward to hearing from them in the future. We wish them and their parents happiness in the future and thank them for their commitment to our school in the past.

During the year a number of families in the school and on our waitlists have moved from the Celbridge area. As a result our waitlists have shortened and a number of unexpected vacancies have and may arise in the coming months. If you know of anyone interested in enrolling in the school please tell them to download an enrolment form from the school website.

I hope you all have a wonderful summer holiday and look forward to seeing you all on September 1st at 8.40.a.m.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

School re-opens on Thursday 1st   September at 8.40am. 
New Junior Infants hours will be 9.15am – 12 noon from Thurs. 1st Sept. to 16th Sept. inclusive.  Normal school hours from Mon. 19th  Sept. 
Athletics coaching (2nd – 6th classes 2011/2012) starts on Thursday 15th September and runs until November. It will start again in Spring 2012 running to May.
We can confirm that the following after- school classes will take place in the new school year:

Mondays: Speech & Drama with Sarah Barragy.  Classes will run for Junior Infants to 3rd Class.  If there is enough interest, the classes will run for 4th – 6th too.  
Thursdays: Art classes with Artzone.

Fridays: Stretch n’Grow gym classes for Junior and Senior Infants. 

Details of the above will follow in early Sept.

14th  GRADUATION IN  N.K.E.T.S.
It’s hard to believe that we have already reached our ninth graduation in our new school building and it took place on Tuesday 28th June.  
Michael Costello thanked 6th class and their parents for their input to the school over the years.  He represented the Board of Management and the Executive Committee.  Paul Rowe, Chief Executive Officer of Educate Together joined us on the night and also spoke to 6th class to wish them well in the future. 
Our beautiful invitation and programme cover was designed by Jean-Louise Carroll, Amy Kerr and Laura O’Shea, based on the theme of ‘Time to Fly’.  For this year’s art project 6th class looked at the art of Nikki de Saint Phalle for inspiration.  She designed many of the crazy birds and animals in front of the George Pompidou Centre in Paris.  Two of our 6th class event went to Paris and saw her work.  The theme of the project was ‘Time to Fly’.
The 6th class designed and made from papier mache 27 birds that will hang in the lobby of the school.  The 6th class also had a day out to take photos of the local area. They will take home one of these photos framed, as part of their graduation project.
6th Class would like to thank all those who helped them with their project.   
We also said farewell to the 10 families who are leaving the school entirely as they have no other children in the school. We hope that your years with us have been happy for you and your child.        
Thanks to the parents who provided the wonderful finger-food for the night and in particular to Majella Delaney who coordinated it on our behalf.

Every year our graduates get a ‘send off’ by all our pupils.  On Wednesday 29th June @ 10am they made an emotional exit  from the school building through our traditional ‘guard of honour’ made up of all the staff and children in the school who clapped and cheered 6th class on their way.  They were greeted by equally emotional parents at the school gate.  We wish them happy years in their secondary schools and hope that they will visit us often.  Go néirí an bóthar libh.
SPORTS DAY 

Our Sports Day took place on Tuesday 14th June.  The weather was ideal for the fun to proceed!  The children had a great day taking part in the variety of activities organised all around our school grounds. Thanks also to our very capable volunteers, Sarah Kerr, Majella Delaney, Orla Kearney, Louise Corry, Niall Grace and Valerie Craven-Grace who greatly assisted with the smooth running of the BBQ. Special thanks to Valerie who assisted in getting a good price for tbe burgers, drinks and burger buns and transporting them to the school.

Thanks to Cathy O’Brien who organised all the activities and timetabled the events of the whole day. 
STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE GROUP
The SRG would like to sincerely thank all the parents who very kindly supported their World Food Day held in May, by bringing in delicious foodstuffs for the classes to sample. Well done to them for assisting with Ice –cream day in aid of Down Syndrome Ireland.  
GREEN NEWS
Well done to everyone during the year, keep it up.  Farewell to our 6th class Green Flag Committee members – Jay Downing, Eimear Delaney, Tom Crowe and Laura O’Shea.  Thank you for your input.

Thanks to all the parents and pupils who recycled their mobile phones with us.  During June, the phones were collected by The Meningitis Research Foundation and we received a cheque in the sum of €100 for our efforts!  They have asked us to pass on their sincere thanks our support in recycling phones on their behalf.  We will be continuing our collection of recycled mobile phones in the next school year for The Meningitis Research Foundation, so please hold on to any old phones you have over the summer holidays and bring them into the school when we return in September. 

Our Battery Recycling Bank has been a great success over the years and is a great means of disposing any old batteries you have at home from torches, toys etc.  Again, hold on to any old batteries and bring them to school in September for our recycling bank.  This also applies for any printer cartridges that you may wish to dispose of during the summer – remember, we have a Cartridge Recycling Bank too!
Don’t forget, we also have a Can Bank for aluminium cans.  Instead of filling up your household recycling bin with aluminium cans – you can use our Can Bank instead.
Our Clothes Recycling Bank has proved to be a real success judging by comments received from parents using it, they are delighted that their used clothes can be recycled.  If you are having a clear-out during the summer, hold on to the items – if you can manage it - until 1st September that is!

HAND TOWELS
Remember that each child is to have a small face-cloth or small towel with them each day for the purpose of drying his/her hands during the day.  These can be placed in a small plastic re-sealable bag or placed in one of your child’s side-pockets in their schoolbag. We would ask parents to ensure that this face-cloth/towel is replaced on a very regular basis.  By doing this, we will ensure that infections do not spread throughout a class, we are a Green School and initiatives of this nature will ensure we keep that status.  

SCHOOL SURROUNDS AND GARDENS

Many thanks to the parents who have answered our call for garden volunteers throughout the school year.  We would like you to know that when visitors call to the school it is very frequently commented on how well are sensory garden, class gardens and surrounds are so well presented.  This is not only down to Noel, our caretaker, who takes great pride in keeping our school grounds pristine, but to the parents who give up their time to help the children keep our gardens in great shape.  Your input is much appreciated.  

Looking for garden volunteers is and will be an on-going appeal, therefore, we would encourage you to answer our call, and not leave it just to the same few .No skills are required ! Volunteers can call in any time during a school day to carry out some gardening work, anywhere in or around the school building.  The tea and biscuits will be on us!
TOURS

We were very lucky with the weather for our school tours – no-one got wet!  Thanks to the parents who assisted the classes on tour – it was really appreciated.
SPORTS
On the sports front we have been extremely busy and successful in our endeavours.  
The annual Santry Sports was a great day out for many of our athletes and parents who came to lend their support.  We did extremely well (see full report in Children’s Corner).  On  24th June we all assembled in our school hall to celebrate and congratulate our athletes on their wonderful achievements in Santry.  Obviously our weekly athletics coaching and the training is paying off.   
Thanks to Mary and Ciara Kearns for their tireless input to training the children from the school.  
GO RAIBH MAITH AGAIBH  to the following:
Cooking:  Lindsay Mahon, Trish O’Malley, Fiona Kyle, Anya Kruger, Eva Copeland and Adrienne Kelly who worked with 5th class on 2nd June (See Children’s Corner for details); 3rd Class also had a day of cooking on the 22nd June with Eileen Madden and Regina Downing.  The Pizza and Smoothies really went down a treat! Painting: Also on the 2nd June Naomi Clancy and Christine Farrell who did ‘puff painting’ with Senior Infants.  Each child was  able to ‘cook their name’!  Lisa Herron and Sonnia Brady helped Junior Infants on the 27th May do some ‘beach art’ with sand.
Jigsaws: Caroline Norris and Imelda Gildea
DVDs  on wildlife and flowers – Ellie and Grace Gallagher

Modelling Clay – Deirdre Geraghty

Books – Olivia Gallagher for our Outreach Classes

Easter Baskets:  Just before the Easter break, 1st class made ‘Easter Baskets’ with the help of Asling Devlin, Lorna Green, Eileen Madden and Philip McLaughlin.

Playground Painting: Special thanks to our volunteers who did a wonderful job in upgrading our playground games on our Junior yard, on the 9th and 15th June. It looks great and the children are delighted!

Play Activities & Stories:  Parents in Senior Infants were kept very busy since Easter!  They were invited to come in to read to the children and to play activities with them, over a period of weeks.  Orlaith would like to extend her thanks to the many parents who gave up their time to visit her class.
Gardening: Thanks to Lena Lindberg and Helena McMahon who joined 1st class in planting potatoes and marigolds in their class garden and who have worked tirelessly all year.
If we have forgotten to thank any parent for their assistance with our classes, please be assured that your help is always very welcome and truly appreciated by everyone. 
CONTACT LISTS

It cannot be emphasised enough the need for us to have up-to-date contact phone numbers for your child.  It is of the utmost importance should we need to contact you in case of an emergency.  Therefore please ensure that any changes over the summer in phone numbers (including mobile phones) addresses, minders etc. are notified to the school office in September.  In particular, if you have changed mobile number, inform Adrienne if you wish it to be used in our  Text-a-Parent communication system.
NEW JUNIOR INFANTS

On Monday 30th May we had our annual Information Meeting for our new Junior Infant parents.  It was lovely to meet some new and old faces!  There are 15 girls and 14 boys in the class –  14 of which are siblings.  On Wednesday 8th June the children were able to come to the school to meet their teacher for September, Arlene, during our Open Day.  They were delighted to see their classroom and play with some of the toys.  We look forward to seeing them again in September.  
SCIENCE EXCELLENCE AWARD

Once again took part in the Discover Science  and Maths Awards of Excellence.  This involved class work, visitors coming to the school to speak about how science is involved in their work, projects and displays.  We are happy to announce our achievement in receiving our 4th award!  We received a fabulous education kit on the International Space Station.

The plaque is on display in the Reception area.
SURPRISE TRIP

Our 4th Class were surprised and delighted to be going on another school trip, other than their annual school tour.  On 4th May they visit the Tutankhamun Exhibition, courtesy of Sophie Clancy in Senior Infants who won an art competition with the winning prize being complimentary tickets for an entire class. They had a fabulous time at the exhibition and when they returned created some beautiful artwork inspired by what they saw.

BOARD OF MANAGEMENT NEWS

UNIT FOR CHILDREN WITH AUTISM  - Our pupils in the Outreach classes will have extended summer provision for 1 week in July which is by special arrangement (for children with autism) with the Department of Education & Science.
STAFF

Susan Mc Cartney: The Board of Management would like to thank Susan McCartney for her work as a bus escort on the Outreach bus for the past number of years. The boys will miss you !Susan will be replaced by Catherine Murray in the new year. 
Aine O Donnell: We’d  like to wish Aine the best of luck as she heads off on maternity leave soon. We look forward to hearing the good news shortly.

Betty Mullins: We’d like to wish Betty a speedy recovery following her recent illness. We look forward to having you back with us in September.

SWIMMING  -  Our  swimming sessions will resume in January 2012.  Therefore, Senior Infants (current Jnr. Infs.) will resume their lessons on January 2012 (see below).  This has always been an important feature of our school’s PE curriculum and it has always been policy that there should be full participation by all children.  While there is a cost involved and this has increased from year to year, the Board has subsidised this cost and will continue to do so next year.  Please note that parents in receipt of Social Welfare payments or who are experiencing financial difficulty can speak to Rita in confidence about assistance.
All parents are very welcome to come along to assist with the swimming sessions  which provides an opportunity, especially for new parents, to get to know one another.  Whilst we appreciate that this notification is quite early, we are aware that parents like to know when their children are attending swimming lessons in advance.
The programme for the school year 2011/2012 will be as follows: January - March 2012
Senior Infants [current Jnr. Infs.] Thursdays x 6 weeks; March - May 2012 1st Class [current Snr. Infs.] Thursdays x 6 weeks; May – June 2012 Junior Infants [new class] Thursdays x 5 weeks

ATHLETICS TRAINING   - The Board of Management is pleased that our alliance with the Celbridge Athletic Club will continue next year.  Coaching recommences on Thursday 15th September 2011 until November.  It will then take a break until Spring 2012, running to end of May.
ENROLMENTS   -  Please remember to advise your friends, relatives etc. of our Enrolment Policy i.e. first-come first-served should they wish to enrol their child(ren).  This should be done as soon as possible after birth.   REMEMBER – siblings do not get first preference so we would encourage new born siblings to be enrolled as soon as possible after birth.
Finally, the Board of Management hope that all N.K.E.T.S. pupils, parents and staff have a sunny and relaxing summer.  See you all in September!

EXECUTIVE NOTES
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

The major news from the Executive committee in this school year was the removal of requirement to take out Buildings insurance after a long campaign supported by Educate Together.  This saves the school around €10,000 per year and helps to ease the burden on fundraising which is difficult for everyone at the moment.

The Executive has been spending a lot of time discussing matters of Ethos and has set up an Ethos group which will be looking for involvement from the whole school community in the next school year to further develop our shared understanding of these important issues. 

Some of the committee members will not be continuing after the next AGM in the autumn so please consider becoming involved as we will be looking for members for election! 
FUNDRAISING

Thanks to everyone who helped with the recent bag-pack in Tesco.  We raised €1,825.00.  This is down a lot on last year but still great to get considering the economy!  The total raised this year was €6,470!  We might re-look at some of our fundraising ideas so if anyone has any great fundraising ideas please let us know.  Thanks again to everyone who helped out with any of the fundraising over the year. 
Dear Parents,

Part of what defines our identity as a school, and one of the primary reasons why parents choose to send their children to N.K.E.T.S., is the school ethos. As the School Patron, NKETS Ltd. is legally responsible for the governance, development and upholding of school ethos in N.K.E.T.S. Following a review of its role and functioning in relation to school ethos, and in the context of insight and learning from recent reviews of a range of our school policies, the current Executive of N.K.E.T.S. Ltd. has decided to launch a new initiative on school ethos.  

This initiative will be launched in the new school year, and the Executive hopes to engage with the entire school community to revisit and restate what we as a school community understand the ethos of North Kildare Educate Together School to be, and how the School Patron can best uphold this ethos. To support its work, the Executive has established an Ethos Committee, which will support the Executive in protecting and enhancing a shared understanding of, and positive regard for, the school ethos in N.K.E.T.S., and in communicating and advocating this ethos, both internally within the school community and externally to the local community. 

Details of the school ethos initiative will be presented to members at the next AGM of N.K.E.T.S. Ltd, to be scheduled in due course.  We, the Executive, are energized and excited about this opportunity to engage with the whole school community, and we very much look forward to your input and engagement in the year ahead.

Orla Kearney (Chairperson)
On behalf of the Executive

PARENTS ASSOCIATION COMMITTEE
TALK FOR 5TH & 6TH CLASS PARENTS

We were delighted to welcome Clare Crowley (Child Psychologist) to the school to give a talk to the parents of our 5th and 6th classes. She is a keynote speaker on a range of topics affecting teenagers.  She spoke on two topics the first being the ‘Transition to Secondary School’.  This talk looked at what parents can do to help their child manage this change both practically and emotionally.  The second topic was on Cyberbullying.This is becoming a big problem in Ireland that can have a devastating effect on children and teenagers. 

We would like to thank Pat Kerr (parent) for organising this talk. 

FUN DAY

We would like to thank everyone who helped make this year’s Fun Day another great success.  We would especially like to thank everyone who attended especially the Dad's who gave up their Fathers day.  We think you will agree that a great day was had by all!

A special thanks goes to our great face painters, Anya, Ursula & Anna who were on duty non stop throughout the day, well done!  Also, thanks to Ace Race Bouncy Castles (www.aceracecastles.ie  or tel: 01 6273300), a local Celbridge company, who provided the bouncy castles.  Thanks also to Formula Fun Kildare (Contact Tina 086 076 5462 www.formulafun.ie) who's Go Karts were very popular on the day. Many thanks to Frank McGiff and his colleagues from The Fire Brigade and also to the Garda for calling in and giving their very valuable time. Also, many thanks to Dean Cunningham, Under 19's Irish Soccer Team squad member and past pupil, who took part in the penalty shoot out and for allowing the kids to have a shot at him, the future of Irish football is looking bright!!!

A huge thanks also to my fellow members who work tirelessly each year to make the Fun Day happen (you know who you are!).  A very special thanks must go to Noel, who works extremely hard each year in helping set up for, and clean up after the Fun Day, always with a great smile and a laugh, without him it would not run!

Finally a great big thank you to all those who helped on the day, and in the run up to ensure everything went smoothly, also to all of you who turned up on the day, and to everyone who brought in cakes, buns etc., it would not have been possible without your help!  

Congratulations to the winner of the ‘Guess the number of sweets' who was Akshat Patodi in first class and  the winners of the 'Guess the number of Marbles’ who were Tasneem Elafi in third class, Anna Barnes in third class and Jack Curran in fourth class.  Well done!

The raffle was won as follows:
First prize:
The wonderful book hamper donated and sponsored by Maynooth Bookstore won by Patricia Quinn

Second prize:
The six Guinness Storehouse Vouchers for tours of the Guinness factory and Gravity Bar was won by Colin Johnson

Third prize:
The tickets for the Tayto Park Activity Centre were won by Tasneem Elafi in third class.

Fourth prize:
The Guinness Pen was won by Tina Mulleedy

A special thanks goes to Ursla Byrne of Maynooth Bookstore for donating the wonderful book hamper, and also to Angela Smith of Diageo who donated the 6 tickets for the Guinness Storehouse and the Guinness Pen.  A very special thanks to Martyn Saunders who organised all of the sweets, crisps and other goodies for the party bags and who always pulls it out of the hat for the Fun Day.  Thanks again.

Anybody who is interested in helping out for next year please contact Pat Kerr on 087 2265786 or patrickkerr@me.com, as the school needs new volunteers in September.  In the meantime have a sun filled & safe summer and hope to see you all again in September.     Pat Kerr

NOTICEBOARD
School Books

Please ensure that your child has all their books on the first day back at school.  Due to copyright rules, we are not permitted to photocopy pages from textbooks/workbooks for your child to work on.   

Pupil Towels

Don’t Forget – each child is to bring a small towel or face-cloth into school each day with them, for the purpose of drying their hands.  They are to be kept in your child’s schoolbag, either in a side-pocket or in a plastic re-sealable bag.  Towels should be replaced frequently by parents.

N.K.E.T.S.  Sweatshirt, Polo Shirts & Tracksuit bottoms.  If you placed any order for these items, they will be available for collection on Tuesday 30th and Wednesday 31st August between 9.30am – 12.00pm, otherwise they will be distributed via schoolbag post on the day school re-opens – 1st Sept.
As you are aware from our Dress Code Policy – ‘...children should wear the N.K.E.T.S. sweatshirt/polo shirt and navy tracksuit bottoms and runners to school on those days when their class has a timetabled PE or swimming session.’
The following is the PE timetable for 2011/2012.  Please take note of when your child has PE.

Junior Infants & Senior Infants   
       Monday & Wednesday

1st Class 


       Monday & Wednesday



2nd Class


       Monday & Thursday
3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th Classes
      
      Tuesday and Thursday
Outreach


      Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday
School Hours for Junior Infants
As always, to allow our new Junior Infants to settle in, they will attend school for a shorter period of hours for the first two weeks in September.  From Thursday 1st  to Friday 16th September the Junior Infant hours will be 9.15am to 12.00pm; and from Monday 19th September they will attend full school hours i.e. 9.00am to 1.20pm.  Don’t forget to bring a camera on the 1st Sept.!

School Closure Calendar 2011/2012 – this was distributed via schoolbag post during 3rd week of June.  Spare copies are available at the school office if you mislay yours.
Bus Pass

Those parents, whose children avail of the Bus Eireann Bus Pass (which was free for 2010/2011) should have applied to Bus Eireann by 31st March 2011 for a bus pass in the next school year (2011/2012). There will now be a charge of €50 per child per annum for a bus pass.  If you have forgotten to apply to Bus Eireann, please do so immediately!  Spare application forms are available in the school office.  Bus Eireann will invoice parents in July.  Please note that the school is not notified in advance as to (a) which bus company receives the annual Transport Contract and (b) who is eligible for a bus pass.  Any query you have regarding a Bus Pas should be directed to the School Transport Office, Bus Eireann, Bus Aras, Store Sreet, Dublin 1.  You will be aware that only children in receipt of a Bus Pass are permitted to use the various Bus Eireann contracted buses, which relate to that particular route. For example, a child holding a Bus Pass for the Maynooth route, is not permitted to travel on the bus servicing Straffan, their pass is for the Maynooth route only! 

SPORTING ACHIEVEMENTS….. 
Winners at the Santry Sports – it’s becoming a habit! Once again our participants did us proud at Morton Stadium.  During the Field Events held on 31st May our girls came 3rd in the U11 High Jump (Aine Connell), 1st in the U12 Long Jump (Niamh Saunders), 3rd in the shot put (Eimear Delaney) and our boys came  3rd in the U11 High Jump (Calum Kyle), and 1st in the U13½  Hurdles (Ivor Barry).  On our second outing to Morton Stadium on the 8th June we came 2nd in the U12 Sprint & Relay (Gemma Petts, Niamh Saunders, Eilis Mahon, Kate O’Malley and Aoife Kearney) and 1st in the Boys U12 Sprint (Rian Quinn). 

Other participants at Santry were Rachel Molloy, Daniel Wallace, Niamh McInerney, Sam McHugh, Sorcha Costello, Lee Cunningham, Ciara Saunders, Ciaran Purcell, Jasmine Walsh-Campbell, David Hepple, Ashleigh McFarland, Conor Neville, Tara McCourt, Philip Kruger, Aoife Riordan, Jonathan Landy, Nicole Cullen, Darragh Copeland, Aislinn Purchell, Daniel Jupe, Rachael Doyle, Jack Madden, Laura O’Shea, Cormac Malone, Davida Walshe, Ben Brezina, Anna Hepple, Alex Parker, Marie Connolly, Emmett Stout, Aidan O’Riain, Maebly Ryan and Thomas McKeone. 
Well done to you all – we are all very proud of you!
Congraduations to the following:

Emmet Stout 6th Class who won a bronze medal in Kildare county shot putt U14,and a Gold medal in Kildare county Javelin U14 for Celbridge Athletics Club in the county championships in May. 
Davinn Quinn competed in the local Celbridge Community Games at the end of May and did very well.  He came 2nd in the 200m and 100m running races and went on to compete in the County Finals on 22nd June in Newbridge.   Davinn also attends many Irish Dancing competitions.  He came 4th in the Championships for his ‘St Patrick’s Day’. During the Maura Shanahan Memorial Feis, Davinn came 2nd in the U11 category for his St. Patrick’s Day, and 1st for his Reel.  On 7th  June, he attended his class feis and the next day brought in a huge cup which he won for coming 1st in the championships.

We have three members of the Celbridge U14 Camogie team and they won the Camogie U14 Shield (Div 3).  They are Saoirse Flattery, Eilis Mahon and Aoife Kearney.  Well done girls!  Along with other pupils in the school, Daniel Herron, entered the Texaco Children’s Art Competition.  Daniel received a Certificate of Commendation for his artwork – so well done Daniel.  
 Niamh and Anna Barnes attend the Jenny Brady School of Dance in Naas, and in a recent in-house competition Anna came 2nd for Ballroom dance and 3rd for Latin Dance.  Niamh got 1st place in her age group for Latin Dance and 4th for Ballroom.  
Olivia Rowland also enjoys Irish Dancing.  She attends Scoil na Rince Irish Dance Group.  On 3rd June they held a class feis with Olivia coming 1st in the U10 light jig, 3rd place in the hornpipe,1st in the U9 A Reel and 3rd in the championships.
Rachel Molloy is a member of the Leslie Daniels School of Irish Dancing.  At a feis held in Johnstown recently, Rachel came 1st in her reel, 2nd in the light jig, 3rd in the two-hand reel and 2nd in the Cup Championship – all U10.  Well done Rachel!
Isobel and Nina Martin cycled their way around the Sporting Legends Tour 15km Family Run route, held on 21st May in aid of the Dunboyne Cycling Club.  Well done to you both.  
Sorcha Costello and Aidan Kerr take part in soccer training up at Salesian College.  On Sunday 26th June an in-house competition was held and Sorcha won two trophies, - 1st in the 3-a-side and 2nd in the 4-a-side teams.  Aidan’s team came 1st in their U9 soccer match.  These teams are made up of boys & girls aged between 8 and 10 yrs. Well done Sorcha and Aidan!
Some of our pupils participated in the tennis lessons held after school on our school grounds, run by the Jamie Stafford Tennis Academy.  During the last lesson they had an in-house competition with Mark Creighton coming 1st, Yvonne Lawlor 2nd, Saoirse Conlon 3rd and Sophie Clancy 4th. 

AJ Mulledy who won two rosettes from Carton Equestrian Centre on the 18th June – one for jumping and the other for a very well presented and clean horse.  Well done AJ!

In the U7’s Maynooth Town FC team, Adam Dunne from our 1st Class is known as Adam “The Little Gunner” Dunne!  Adam recently brought in a Certificate he received from his club for successfully participating in the North Dublin School boys/girls League U7 Introductory League.  They topped the league for the 2010/2011 season!  Certificates for participating in the Kildare & District Underage League 2010/2011 were also given to Adam Walsh and David Hepple, who are members of Clane United Soccer Club.  They also both got medals for the U8 Clane United Mini World Cup.  Irish Water Safety Certificates were handed out on the 18th June to Kirsty Higgins, Hollie, Jessica and Ryan Farrell.  They took part in swimming tests in St. Raphael’s swimming pool and all came through with flying colours.  Well done to all our Certificate winners!
Don’t forget to bring in any medals, trophies, certificates etc., that you won, either during the summer or throughout the school year, and when you do – remember to come to the school office too, so that we can tell everyone about it in our Newsletters.





 If you were fortunate enough to walk past the Senior Infant classroom recently, you would had to stop and look twice at the amazing ‘Van Gogh’ artwork on display.  Senior Infants drew Van Gogh ‘Sunflowers’ and ‘The Bedroom’.  Here are just two samples from Mark Creighton and Grace Gallagher.




Eoghan Molloy (1st Class) did a ‘Book Report’ on his favourite book and drew a lovely picture to go with it too!


Title of Book:  The Giraffe, the Pelly and Me                 Author:  Roald Dahl                        My favourite character:  Billy


Sentences about my favourite character:  Billy is a boy. He loved sweets.  He is the Business Manager. The Duke said you are the Manager.  





Summer Poem by Ciaran Molloy (1st Class)





School tours are my favourite


Until we get back to school


May, June, July and August


My Mum takes our paddling pool


Everyday it is hot!


Running on Sports Day.





June 2011      www.nkets.ie








Junior Infants have been learning about the importance of water in our lives.  





This is Sri Rishitha Chava’s beautiful summer picture and writing.





Every so often Len & Jen


Visit each of the Junior


 Infants’ homes.  





This is Csenge Janossy’s


handwritten news and


picture of Len & Jen


about one such visit.





5th class were studying the Easter Rising.  Eoghan Beaumont wrote a newspaper article on ‘initial’ reactions to the Easter Rising.





The Easter Rising was a very bad thing.  Ireland is in ruins.  This is one of the biggest things to happen to our great nation, Ireland.  The Rising was about freedom to Ireland from Great Britain.  All the men involved willl either have a life long sentence or be killed in Kilmainham Jail.  The Rising destroyed the GPO, the Four Courts, South Dublin Jacob’s Factory, Royal College of Surgeons on St. Stephen’s Green and Boland’s Mill are places that were took over.  Patrick Pearse, Eamonn Ceannt, Joseph Plunkett, Thomas Clarke, Sean MacDermott, James Connolly and Thomas McDonagh, sign the Proclaimation and will be killed.  





Aaron Slevin and Jake McKeon – both from our Outreach classes have been working on Roald Dahl’s story called ‘James and the Giant Peach’ with 3rd Class.  Here are samples of their ‘delicious’ menus! 





5th Class wrote ‘newspaper articles’ about President Obama’s recent visit to Ireland.  Here is Philip Kruger’s  newspaper report.





Obama wants name change


No, Obama didn’t want his name changed to Bob, Henry or Conor.  He simply came to Ireland to get back his great, great, great grandfathers apostrophe [‘].  His great, great, great grandfather lived in Moneygall, Ireland.  Yesterday the American President made a speech to an applauding crowd at College Green in Dublin.  He started by saying “I just came here for the apostrophe”.  Then he said the line that will probably be used by school teachers all over Ireland “Broken Irish is better than clever English”.  Then he said [in Irish] “Ta athas orm bheith in Eireann”.  [I am happy to be in Ireland].  [Switches back to English] “I have never felt so at home”.  “I’m feeling more at home after that pint”.  Then he started talking about how Chicago was the Irish capital of America.  Then he talked about how the later generations of American, their grandparents’ grandparents are Irish and immigrants in America.  Including his great, great, great grandfather, who was a shoemaker in Ireland.  He lived in 1945 during the great famine [potato blight].  There was much disease around the country and the only hope was to go to America.  For this you had to leave all you had and it was a risk.  His ancestor took that risk and he started a life there.  “If we unite we can do anything” Obama said.  “We can get through the recession or anything.  Ireland wanted peace and they got peace, they can do what they want if they just try”.  He finished his speech by saying [in Irish] “Is feidir linn!”.  [Yes we can!]





After his left the stage all 40,000 people went home.  We quickly asked Connor, or Con for short, what he thought about the speech. “I thought it was good that he spoke Irish, it shows that he respects us”.





All About Bees  written and drawn by Tom McHugh (2nd Class)





The bee is an insect.  When a bee stings someone its sting falls out and it dies.  The drone bee looks after the eggs and babies.  The queen spends all of its time laying eggs.  The worker bee gets nectar and pollen from flowers to make honey.  They are all the bees in a hive.  The worker bee is the only bee with a sting and the only one that leaves the hive.  When there is no queen bee in a hive they feed a baby bee royal jelly, they will grow up and be a queen bee.





During one of their MDEP lessons, 1st Class spoke about what they would like to do when they grow up.  Here are a few samples!





‘When I grow up I am going to be a celebrity.  I will work in Hollywood.  My job is to sing’ 	(Phillipa)





‘When I grow up I will be a raw super star.  I will work in the wrestling ring.  My job is fighting’ 	(Adam)





‘When I grow up I am going to be a teacher.  I will work hard.  My job is to teach.’		 (Ava)





‘When I grow up I am going to be a farmer.  I will work in Ireland.  My job is farming’.		 (Jack)














