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As the 2004/2005 school year comes to close our second year in our new building, we say farewell to thirty-one 6th class pupils – our graduates.  14 families are leaving the school and we certainly will miss them.  I’d like to thank the many parents from this class who embraced so fully the parental involvement aspect of our school.  Many of this group have served on Executive Committees, Boards of Management, Ethos Committees, Fundraising Committees and Site Committees.  Parents have helped with music weeks, school tours, art projects, our production of Oliver…. the list goes on.  On behalf of everyone in the school community I’d like to thank you for enhancing the professional role of our teachers and for enriching our pupils’ experience of school.

Looking back on the year a lot has been achieved in a few short months.  Here is a list of some of the developments.

· Basketball courts developed

· Computer room completed

· PE equipment was grant aided

· Sanction for our football pitch

· First time to Santry Inter-Schools Competition and came home with medals
· Jack and the Beanstalk show (2nd Class)

· Letterland Favourites show (Junior Infants)

· Christmas Assembly

· Olympic Handball competitions were entered

· Our first Gaelic football team was formed

· Development of our school pond

· Playground markings

We look forward to another productive year ahead and best wishes to all for happy holidays, stay safe and well. 

3RD GRADUATION IN OUR NEW SCHOOL

It’s hard to believe that we have already reached our third graduation in our new school which took place on Tuesday 28th June.  Although our Graduation ceremonies are always very special, this year’s stands out for being different in format due to the introduction of a photographic presentation.  This showed the Class of 2005 from when they were in Junior Infants through to 6th.  It definitely brought a tear to the eye and reminded us of how time passes by so fast.    The graduates also penned the words to a song which they titled ‘The Ballad of the Old Schoolhouse’ with the help of Tim Rogers in memory of their early years in the old portacabins.

Michael Costello (Chairperson of Board of Management) and Andrew Ahern (Chairperson of the Executive Committee) both congratulated and wished our graduates well in their new schools.  Paul Rowe (Chief Executive of Educate Together shared his thoughts with them also.  

In keeping with previous graduations, 6th class presented to the school their ‘school pond’ which is located beside our junior yard.  Many hours of  work by a determined group of parents went in to developing this beautiful pond.  Special thanks to Breda Foley and Pat Crowe  who shared their expertise with the children in making and engraving the fence surrounding the pond.  Thanks also to the many parents for your time, ideas and effort and sincere thanks to Maurice Joyce and Tanya Patterson who donated the building materials to the school.  (See BOM Corner) 

We also said farewell to the parents who are leaving the school entirely as they have no other children in the school. We hope that your years with us have been enjoyable for you and your child.  A word of sincere thanks to the parents who assisted 6th class throughout the year with their various projects and artwork.  We trust you enjoyed the experience as much as the children have.      
Quoting from Blá’s speech (6th Class Teacher) ‘We have many good wishes for you as you leave us.   We are confident that you will take with you the spirit and values of what we all hold to be important in our school. We hope that some of the experiences you’ve encountered here over the years will enkindle and influence the interests – academic and otherwise – that you will hold and pursue in the future. We hope that you will continue to do your best, do yourself proud and live your lives to the full, whatever road you may travel.”
Every year our graduates leave school a day earlier so therefore on 29th June Wednesday morning @ 10am  they made a very slow and emotional exit from the school building through our traditional ‘guard of honour’ made up of all the staff and children in the school who clapped and cheered 6th class on their way.  They were greeted by equally emotional parents at the school gate.  We wish them happy years in their secondary schools and hope that they will visit us often.  Congratulations and Goodbye.

SPORTS DAY 10/6/2004

We couldn’t have wished for better weather on our Sports Day.  From the off, it was a very busy day with lots of activities taking place in and out of the school building.  This time, we added basketball, volleyball and orienteering to our list of activities so the children had a wonderful array of sports to participate in.  From the reports we have had from the children they thoroughly enjoyed the change in their school day and were delighted that their parents could come and watch them.  Many, many thanks to the parents and our past-pupils (too many to mention!) who came along to help out with the games and our food stations.   Thank you to Tom Moriarty for organising the day.
All going well, we should be able to use our playing pitch for our Sports Day next year!

GREEN NEWS

Our Mobile Phone Recycling Bank was a great success this school year no doubt due to the gift of a set of pencils for every mobile phone, battery or recharger deposited into the recycling bank.   This promotion will continue in September so make sure you hold on to your old phone, battery or recharger during the summer  holidays and bring them into the school when we return in September. 

Our Battery Recycling Bank has been a great success over the years and is a great means of disposing any old batteries you have at home from torches, toys etc.  Again, hold on to any old batteries and bring them to school in September for our recycling bank.

Don’t forget, we also have a Can Bank for aluminium cans.  Instead of filling up your household recycling bin with aluminium cans – you can use our Can Bank instead.
PLAYGROUND

On 30th March some volunteers from Intel came to our school and painted the playground games/markings in our Junior Yard.  Sincere thanks to the parents who came up beforehand to draw the designs onto the ground – they were Helen Neville, Annah Knight, Lena Lindberg, Fiona Kyle, Adrienne Mullen, Lorraine Dunne, Lindsay Mahon and thanks to Noel (caretaker) in lifting and moving the benches, wooden squares etc.  (See Children’s Corner)
Our Senior Yard got the same treatment on Wednesday 22nd June when parents again designed and this time painted markings on the ground.   It looks brilliant and our senior classes can now have just as much fun as the junior classes!  
Special thanks to Lorraine Dunne (teacher and parent) for organising and overseeing both projects.

SPORTS
On the sports front our various school teams have been quite busy.  We have been involved in athletics, Olympic Handball and football at various age levels.

The annual Santry sports was a great day out for many of our athletes and parents who came to support their offspring.  A number of medals were won against stiff opposition.  I think that all who participated gained from this event.  As an aside the organisers inform us that the competition in Santry, which has been running for 20 years and caters for the greater Dublin region, is having difficulty covering its running costs.  They are looking for a ‘corporate friend’ which is willing to sponsor €500 towards the event.  If you know of anyone who may be interested, you can contact Tom Moriarty at the school.  Thanks to Mary Kearns and her fellow coaches from Celbridge Atheltic Club for their tireless input to training the children from the school and further afield.

Olive, Niall and Tom have been coaching interested children from 4th to 6th classes in Olympic Handball.  We had four teams in competition his year.  Owing to our phenomenal success last year, where we won three out of four competitions, we were moved to the Premier Division.  Competition was stiffer and the medals were not as plentiful.  Our senior boys did very well and came runners-up to Terenure. This is one sport we have made our own at NKETS.  We are the only national school in Kildare involved in this competition!  I firmly believe that being involved stands to kids.  I would also like to thank the parents who usually, at very short notice, drive our participants around the greater Dublin area.
We decided to dip our big toe into the GAA pool and entered one team, the senior boys.  The girls were not interested this year.  We played in four matches and did ourselves proud.  Again thanks to those parents who battled the wilds of West Kildare to get the kids to the matches on time. 

Next year we hope to increase the umber of Gaelic teams involved in competition.  We will also be looking at entering into competition in hurling, basketball and rounders.  If there is any parent interested in getting involved in coaching teams you will be more than welcome – just contact the school. (See Children’s Corner)


Tom Moriarty

HEALTHY EATING

On 25th and 30th May Lena Lindberg held two informal talks on basic nutrition; how to avoid ‘sugar-loading’; how to avoid making diet an issue for children ….. to list a few.  Lena hopes (with the help of parents) to put together a healthy eating lunch cookbook which can be distributed to families to help with the making of enjoyable and appetising healthy lunches.  What this space for more details in the new school year.  

GARDENING
On Saturday 14th May a number of parents volunteered to assist with the planting of shrubs, flowers etc. on the ‘bank’ beside the junior yard.  Many thanks to the parents who came along (you know who you are!). Special words of thanks Helena McMahon – who has been a great source of inspiration and assistance in selecting plants and arranging where they should go.    

SCIENCE WORKSHOP

On Wednesday 16th June our 6th Class were visited by Aisling Quirke and Audrey Byrne from the Science Rocks Workshop who introduced the children to the world of science using basic scientific principles and interactive learning experiments.  Now that science is part of the primary school curriculum a workshop like this is a great means of bringing science to life!

GO RAIBH MAITH AGAIBH  to the following:

Maureen Keenan-Barry who, through her workplace, arranged the delivery of 2 computers for our school.   
Martina Foy who worked with the children in Senior Infants on a ‘Happy Day Project’ which involved pictures being drawn/painted by our pupils and given to a small handful of children in Sri Lanka in the aftermath of the tsunami tragedy, to cheer them up and to let them know that other children are thinking of them

Vincent O’Reilly who every year for the past number of years has been our ‘resident’ photographer for our Junior Infant class and Graduates.  

Fiona Costello for donating a large roll of brown paper – ideal for backdrops, art etc.
David Hepple who once again came to our rescue by working on our sick office computer which was hit by a virus – or two!

Pat Barry who was able to arrange through his workplace, a very large donation of old headed notepaper.   Castletown Press who assisted us in cutting the tops and bottoms of the headed notepaper donated by Pat.  

Yvonne Waldron who donated a large roll of contact – perfect for covering our rental books.
Anya Kruger, Lisa McDonnell, Lindsay Mahon, Adrienne Kelly, Trish O’Malley and Martina Foy who helped with painting the faces of Junior Infants and assisting Anne with preparing them for the recent Letterland show.

Mick Doyle whose company Optimum Air Conditioning sponsored a booklet entitled ‘Evolution Streetwise Guides’ for 5th Class. 
A big thank you to all the parents who were drawn from the hat to accompany our teachers on the various class tours recently.  We hope you had fun!

CONTACT LISTS

It cannot be emphasised enough the need for us to have up-to-date contact phone numbers for your child.  It is of the utmost importance should we need to contact you in case of an emergency.  Therefore please ensure that any changes over the summer in phone numbers (including mobile phones) addresses, minders etc. are notified to the school office in September.

NEW JUNIOR INFANTS

On May 26th we had our annual Information Meeting for our new Junior Infant parents.  It was lovely to meet some new and old faces!  There are 15 girls and 16 boys in the class – 14 of which are siblings.  On Thursday 16th June the children were able to come to the school to meet their teacher for September, Olive O’Reilly, during our Open Day.  They were delighted to see their classroom and play with some of the toys.  We look forward to seeing them in September.  
LETTERLAND FAVOURITES
A metamorphosis took place in Junior Infants on Wednesday 22nd June when they turned into Letterland characters to perform in their Letterland Favourites show.  A trial run of the show was given to the other classes in the school on the 21st June and it was thoroughly enjoyed by everyone. So on the 22nd they were rearing to go and they performed their favourite songs with actions from Letterland for their parents.   This was a wonderful production.  Well done to Anne and her helpers, Ciara, Lisa and Cara  and to all the children – it was great entertainment.
COMPUTERS
At the end of our first year bringing pupils to the computer room it has been decided not to bring Junior Infants next year.  The teachers feel Senior Infants is the earliest practical time to commence work with them – therefore there is no charge for computers on the Junior Infant Booklist this year.


BOARD OF MANAGEMENT NEWS

STAFFING CHANGES
Audrey Phillips will be taking a career break for the 2005/2006 academic year.  The Board of Management wish Audrey the best of luck with her wedding plans and in the year ahead.  Audrey will be replaced by Orlaith Tobin – a new temporary teacher.  We hope Orlaith enjoys her year in NKETS.

Mary Doran. Mary has extended her career break for another year of teaching the U.S.A.  Niall  Keating will continue to work with us next year as her replacement.

Ita O’Connor.  We regret to inform you that due to the new special needs and learning support allocations Ita (who we shared with Primrose Hill School) will be leaving us to work full time in Primrose Hill.  Ita was a huge asset to our staff, both personally and in terms of her professional expertise, over the past two years.  We are very sorry to lose her and hope she’ll be back to visit us often.  We’ll miss your lovely accent too Ita! Every good wish to you and sincere thanks for all your hard work.

SWIMMING

Swimming will resume in September 2005 (see below).  This has always been an important feature of our school’s PE curriculum and it has always been policy that there should be full participation by all children.  While there is a cost involved and this has increased from year to year, the Board has subsidised this cost and will continue to do so next year.  Please note that parents in receipt of the Book Grant or who are experiencing financial difficulty can speak to Rita in confidence about assistance.
All parents are very welcome to come along to assist with the swimming sessions, which provides an opportunity, especially for new parents, to get to know one another.

The programme for the school year 2005/2006 will be as follows:
September – November 2005

 Senior Infants (current Jnr. Infs.)

Thursdays 
8 weeks

November – January 2006

1st Class (current Snr. Infs.)

Thursdays

8 weeks

Feb 2006 – March 2006

Junior Infants (new class)

Thursdays 
5 weeks

UNIT FOR CHILDREN WITH AUTISM
The Board of Management met with the Department of Education & Science recently to continue negotiations on the resourcing of the planned Unit for children with Autism in the School.  The Board of Management has outlined proposals to the Department on what we feel is appropriate resourcing of the Unit to serve the needs of the children that the Unit will serve.  As the Department inform us they are unable to make any improvements on existing proposals, and will be conducting a review of existing units in the country (to see what the needs are).  The Board of Management has decided to wait and see what improvements arise out of the review before we open our Unit.
FOOTBALL PITCH
The Board of Management was very pleased with the Department of Education & Science sanction of funding for the development of our football pitch to the back of the school.  The grant for this was cut by the Department at the time of the new school’s construction.  Work on this will commence during the summer holidays.  The Board of Management would like to thank the GAA for their commitment of €5,000 to fund goal posts and other equipment. 
ATHLETICS TRAINING
The Board of Management is delighted to continue it’s association with Celbridge Athletic Club by resuming the athletic training sessions in the new school year for 2nd to 6th classes.  
GRADUATION PROJECT
The Board of Management wish to extend their sincere thanks and appreciation to the following parents for their assistance with the construction and development of a school pond assisted by Blá Tonra and our 31 graduates recently.  The children of 6th class, Blá and their parents have left a great legacy and source of learning for future generations of pupils.  The pond will be used for science, environmental studies, art etc. in the years ahead.
Thanks to: Maurice Joyce, Tanya Patterson, Martin Duffy, David Finegan, Gerry Conway, Thomas Dixon, Pat Barry, Tom and Fiona Coppinger, Michael Mullen, Breda Foley and Pat Crowe.
LEARNING SUPPORT AND SPECIAL NEEDS
The school is in the process of dealing with the changes brought in by the Department of Education & Science in the area of learning support and special needs.  It will, we envisage, take a number of weeks to organise this at the beginning of the next school year to organise restructuring and re-allocation of pupils and teachers.
ENROLMENTS 

Please remember to advise your friends, relatives etc. of our Enrolment Policy i.e. first-come first-served should they wish to enrol their child(ren).  This should be done as soon as possible after birth.  We already have enrolments for 2010!  REMEMBER – siblings do not get first preference so we would encourage new born siblings to be enrolled as soon as possible after birth.
COMPUTER ROOM & WEBSITE LAUNCH

We plan to officially open our computer room in September/October and to launch our new website.

TAX REBATE SCHEME – AN €8,000 SUCCESS STORY!

This was the first year the school was able to take advantage of the Tax Rebate for Charitable Bodies Scheme, known as CHY2 for short. A total of 46 families contributed €250 or more to the school in the tax year 2005 and their total contributions exceeded €13,000. We have sent in a tax claim and will be receiving a cheque from the Revenue Commissioners for an amazing €8,100. This is in addition to the €13,000 donated, bringing the total for those 46 families to over €21,000. Our aim for next year is to improve on that figure of 46 families and the Board of Management is still anxious to push the number up to or over 100 families as that would enormously reduce the need to fundraise for basic expenditure. Thank you and well done to everyone who participated and made the scheme such a lucrative success.

USE OF SCHOOL PREMISES

The school premises are available for rent on an hourly basis by school and community groups.  The charges for hire are:   

€30.00 per hour for the GP hall

€30.00 per hour per classroom

Additional charges may apply for Caretaker duties, secretarial and administration as appropriate.  Hire charges of €15.00 per hour per classroom (this is supplemented by the Board of Management) will apply for use of the school premises for children’s activities such as sports, education, religious instruction etc.  (GP hire rate remains at €30.00 per hour)

All users must adhere to the Board of Management guidelines and must have their own insurance cover.  Groups/persons wishing to us the school premises can apply to the Board of Management or contact the school office.

CLASS ALLOCATIONS FOR 2005/2006
The following are the class allocations for the coming year:

Junior Infants 
– Olive O’Reilly
Senior Infants 
- Anne Finn (Deputy Principal)      1st Class 
-  Fiona Cooney


2nd Class

-  Niall Keating             3rd Class

- Blá Tonra (followed by substitute)for maternity leave cover)

4th Class

 - Orlaith Tobin (Temporary Teacher) 


5th Class

- Arlene Higgins
 6th Class

- Tom Moriarty          Support Teacher for 2005/2006 (rotating post) – Pat Crowe

Finally, the Board of Management hope that all NKETS pupils, parents and staff have a sunny and relaxing summer.  See you all in September!
Executive Notes

Equality Strategy Document

The first draft of the equality strategy document was presented at the Executive AGM back in January.  The AGM was told that this was evolving document and that the incoming Executive would be required  to develop it in conjunction with a new Equality Strategy group.  During the year a new group was set up and is currently working hard to get the document finalised in the hope that it can be implemented in the school as soon as possible.

Football Pitch

The Executive was delighted to hear that the Department of Education has granted the funding for the development of the football pitch.  This will be of huge benefit to the school.

Fun Day

The fun day was held on the 12th June and despite the wind, a great time was had.  There was something for everyone, with stalls selling cakes, books and toys. There were also many fun activities taking place around the school yard which kept everyone entertained.  All who attended were very generous and €471 was raised which will be put to good use making next year’s fun day even bigger and better.

The Executive would like to thank everyone who helped on the day and special thanks to Eva Copeland for organising the event.

Fundraising News

The fundraising committee were very busy during the year with many events taking place.  These included a quiz night, book sales, cake sale, Elvis night and the Tesco bag pack.  These events raised a total of  €12,804.

 We would also like to thank Irene Lederer who raised €125 for the school by taking part in the Women’s Mini Marathon.

During the year the “Tree of Life” cards were produced raising €1,195.  These are still available from the school.

 A huge amount of hard work goes into the fundraising and the Executive would like to thank all those who have helped in anyway throughout the year.

NOTICEBOARD
School Books

Please ensure that your child has all their books on the first day back at school.  Due to copyright rules, we are not permitted to photocopy pages from textbooks/workbooks for your child to work on.  Rental books will be distributed by the class teachers in September. 

Some of you may be aware of a website called www.schoolbookexchange.ie whereby parents can sell their used schoolbooks and buy the books they need from each other, at a fraction of the new price.  It is estimated that up to 1 million college and school books are dumped or not re-used each year in Ireland.   Schoolbookexchange.ie can help reverse this enormous environmental waste.  This is a very practical means of re-using schoolbooks and by registering all your schoolbooks for sale you can help reduce your child’s book bill and help the environment.

Tracksuits

Tracksuits ordered can be collected on Monday 29th August – Wednesday 31st August between the hours of 10am – 12noon, otherwise they will be distributed to the children on the first day back in school i.e. Thursday 1st September.   For reasons of comfort, health, safety and hygiene, please remember that the appropriate PE clothing must be worn for children to participate in PE i.e. tracksuit bottoms, polo shirts, T shirt and non-marking soled runners.  

School Hours for Junior Infants
As always, to allow our new Junior Infants to settle in, they will attend school for a shorter period of hours for the first two weeks in September.  From Thursday 1st to Friday 9th September the Junior Infant hours will be 9.15am to 12.00pm; and from Monday 13th September they will attend full school hours i.e. 9.00am to 1.20pm.  Don’t forget to bring a camera!

School Closure Calendar
We have had a few queries regarding our closures for the next school year (i.e. September 2005 to June 2006).  Such closures will not be decided upon until the first Board of Management meeting to be held in September.  Parents will be issued to a School Closure Calendar as early as possible in the new school year, as mentioned in the Board of Management News

Free Bus Pass

We have updated the Bus Eireann listing of children availing of the free bus pass.  New Junior Infants living beyond the distance limit have been added to this list, as have the children who returned free bus passes during 2004/2005 as they were not in a position to use them during the school year.  Parents should contact the School Transport section of Bus Eireann mid-way through August to see if your child has been allocated a free bus pass.  Their number is 01-7032474.  The school is not notified as to which bus company receives the annual Transport Contract and therefore we do not information regarding pick-up times or routes. We are not notified as to who receives a bus pass.  For those of you who are unaware, Bus Eireann decide who receives a free bus pass – not the school management.   Any query you have regarding the Free Bus Pass should be addressed to the School Transport Section.  Parents wishing to enquire about the Private Bus should contact Aine O’Reilly-Neeson at 6274388.   We hope that this will be of some assistance to parents in organising transport to and from the school in good time for September. 



CONGRATULATIONS TO Rachel Doyle, Aideen Foy, Thomas McKecon and ???   (Senior Infants)  and to Danny Mee (1st Class) whose pictures were awarded Certificates of Commendation in the Texaco Art Competition.    Well done to you all.
CONGRATULATIONS TO Lisa McGrath (4th Class) and Linda Kruger (1st Class) who both received 1st prize – an Eason’s Book Voucher worth €25.00 -  in the St. John of God Colouring Competition (St. Raphael’s).  Our 1st and 4th class pupils entered the competition and for doing so each of them  received ‘Star Wars’ pins and a booklet.  
WELL DONE to Amy Kerr (Snr. Inf.)  on winning the ‘Robots’ Competition in the Primary Times. Amy received a family pass to Ster Century.  



SPORTING ACHIEVEMENTS…..
You will be aware that a number of our pupils took part in the recent track and field events in Morton Stadium, Santry.  Considering the size of our school, we did extremely well considering that 32 schools were represented (48 participants from each) culminating in approx. 600 athletes.  The following is a list of those who won medals -  Philip Duffy, Ben Keenan, Zak Latic and Fearghus Mahon who won Silver Medals in the U12 Relay, Ben Keenan got Bronze in the 80m U12 sprint, Tadhg Daly and Erica Dixon both won Bronze in their respective  U13.5 500m races.   
……MORE SPORTING ACHIEVEMENTS
Erica Dixon took part in the Leinster Championships on the 18th June and won the 1,500m race.  Not only that, she came 4th in the Javelin – well done Erica and the best of luck in the All Ireland Finals.  
Following his win of a National title in April, Philip Duffy (6th Class) won 3 individual titles and the overall trophy at the recent Leinster Age Group Swimming Championships.  Based on that he was selected to represent the Leinster Swim Team in Stuttgart at an Internatiopnal Gala held on 25th & 26th June 2005.  National teams from various European countries attended.  Only 2 people per age group out of Leinster were selected for this trip.  We are delighted to report that Philip returned home with 6 gold medals and 1 silver.  Congratulations Philip from everyone in the school.    
Both Fiona (Philip’s sister – also in 6th Class)) and Philip have qualified for the Irish Open Age Group/Youth Championships which will be held in Limerick in early July.  Well done to you both – and the best of luck with your swimming performances in the years ahead.






Well done to all on these fantastic achievements.

 OLYMPIC HANDBALL articles by some of our pupils from 5th and 6th 












June 2005





Olympic Handball was harder and more challenging.  We did not do well in our games but we had a lot more fun.  We got moved up into a higher division and a few fifth class girls joined us and played well.  Training was tougher but we had fun all the same.  We enjoyed playing matches and we improved our teamwork.  We all became closer friends.  But all of this would not be possible without our coach, Tom Moriarty, who is currently teaching 4th.  Thank you for finding the time to train us.


		 By Julia Crowe and Emma McGrath (6th)





Handball Quarter Finals by Ben Keenan and Paul Kelly (5th)





5th Class - 5th played Rowlagh in the first match of the quarter final and on 16-8.  Then 5th class played St. Francis and won 16-9.  We were then through to the final.  Unfortunately, 5th class lost in the final to St. Pius.  





6th Class - To get to the final 6th class had to beat Hollypark and did 5-4.  Then they played in the final against St. Pius and were beaten.





This year’s handball was really fun.  Most of the people in handball played their first match.  We were split up into teams Under 11 girls and Under 12 girls.  I was on the Under 11 team.  It was great fun going to all the matches.  It was a very exciting year and Olive is an excellent coach.  I can’t wait for next year.


			By Megan Kelly(5th)	





Olive was our coach for handball this year.  She taught us a lot of things like jump shots and she also taught us all the rules of handball.  We had loads of fun playing the handball matches.  One of the matches we lot but the other match we won YEY!  I had great fun playing handball with Olive this year and I can’t wait to play it next year!


				By Orla O’Dwyer (5th)





Jack and the beanstalk – a different ending!


by Colm Saunders (2nd)





When Jack reached the top of the beanstalk he saw a three eyed giant with ten hands.  Then Jack reached down the beanstalk and said to his mom, “there is a monster up there?” Then two days later Jack’s mom came out from the home and said “You need a batch and then he or she will not smell you out, so have a hot batch and see what is up there and see if he has some money”.  Yes, tell me if he is ugly! 





PLAYGROUND QUOTES from Junior & Senior Infants





“I think it’s great because loads of people don’t sit down but keep playing”.


“I think the mobile phone is good”


“I like the Spiderman web”


“The thing where the fishes is the best”


“I never sit down in the yard”


“I kinda like all the things the best”





[Have you been able to get your head around the second quote?  If not, you may wish to see it for yourself so why not pay a visit to our junior yard some day after school!]





The Football League (Fearghus Mahon 5th)


The football league is going brilliant.  Every team has played 3 or more games – some doing better than others e.g. Waterford have not yet lost a game, compared to Shamrock Rovers who have not won a game.  The groups are over and so are the semi-finals. Here are the results:  Waterford United 2 – 0 Shelbourne.  Waterford’s goals were both scored by top scorer in the league, me, with 5 goals so far – 2 of these in the semi final.  Brian Grehan had an astonishing free kick disallowed.  





Athlone had a big struggle getting to the semi-finals because they barely beat Kildare in the play-off.  It actually went to penalties before Athlone came through. Athlone then came to play Cork City where hot shot Sean Flynn (6th) scored in the opening 45 seconds of the match.  That was basically all the action in that final but there was great goal keeping from Maitiu Costello in 5th class.  The result Cork City 0 – 1 Athlone Town.  That leaves the final between Waterford Utd vs Athlone Town.





A Child Who Lives…..


A child who lives with gentleness 		A child who’s taught to smile at life


Will touch with gentle hands. 		Is one who laughs and sings.


A child who’s understood 			When children find acceptance,


Becomes someone who understands. 	That’s another trait to learn


A child who lives with patience 		And children who are loved a lot


Learns a way to wait for things. 		Will give love in return.


 (author unknown)





A poem about my senses





The Beach by Jake McGinn (1st)	In Africa by Sophie Scanlon (1st)





I see the waves			I see lions


I hear the seagulls			I hear them roar


I smell the flowers			I smell their wet fur


I taste melted chocolate		I taste the rain


I touch the sand.			I touch his fur.








