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March 2008
Notes from the Principal’s Desk …   
Welcome to our first newsletter of 2008 which covers the months of January, February and March. Although this is the shortest term of the year it has been packed with a variety of events .It’s hard to believe it’s two years since we were awarded our second Green Flag, but time flies when you’re recycling!

This year’s Green School Committee was made up of pupil representatives from 2nd to 6th classes and a number of parents. The group had to focus on the theme of water conservation and worked hard to reach the required standard. Congratulations to our enthusiastic committee and Arlene who keep us all thinking and acting ‘green’ everyday.

February brought our annual Parent Teacher meetings and as always if you have any concerns re: your child or need to keep us informed of something e.g. changes in family circumstances; health issues etc make an appointment to see your child’s teacher so we can give you the time without interrupting class. I’d like to thank the staff for their many hours of preparation for the meetings in order to give you comprehensive information on your child/children. Your recent feed back on the timetabling was also very helpful to us for future planning. Thanks to Bla for coordinating the meetings.

In our Multi-denominational Programme the children have explored the themes of Chinese New Year, spring, St .Brigid, Mother’s Day, St. Valentine, St Patrick, Easter and our 6th class have been looking at different religions and comparing them. This included a trip to see a Mosque, Synagogue, and Catholic Church which the pupils found very interesting. They then presented their projects to 5th class who had an opportunity to ask questions.

Over the past four weeks we have also facilitated student teachers from St. Patrick’s teacher training College in Drumcondra .This has happened over quite a number of years now even as far back as the old portacabins. The pupils have enjoyed the students and given their full enthusiasm to the many visiting inspectors.

As always our hard working fundraisers continue to organize events to keep us all afloat   and well entertained. The next novel event –a parachute jump by parents and staff takes place on April 19th in Edenderry (see Executive news for details)

We received our final set up grant for Occupational therapy equipment from the D.E.S. recently so installation takes place during Easter Holidays. Some pupils from the mainstream classes are also getting use of these facilities for their needs. By early May all 12 places in the Outreach class will be filled. Our present pupils are well settled at this stage and the staff are looking forward to meeting their new pupils shortly.

Seachtain na Gaeilge :Ta ceoil, céilí agus craic timpeall na scoile an tseachtain seo agus beidh cruinníu mór sa halla Dé hAoine. Tá na daltaí ag baint an taitneamh as an siopa ghaeilge  agus na cluichí ghaeilge nua sa bhliain.

On behalf of the staff I’d like to wish you all a lovely Easter break, keep safe and well and see you all back @8.40.a.m.on Monday March  31st.

GREEN NEWS

On Friday 11th January Dara Wyers, our Green Schools Assessor from Kildare County Council, paid a visit to the school to carry out an assessment of our ‘green’ school.  In order to keep our Green School status it is necessary for him to ensure that we continue promoting environmental friendly activities and carry these out in every aspect of school day.  We are delighted to announce that our application was successful and we were presented with our Green Schools National Award at a ceremony at An Tasice’s offices on 27th  February.  (See Children’s Corner)
Arlene was accompanied by Laura Smyth and Matthew Coppinger (both from 6th)  
Well done to Arlene (Green School Co-ordinator) and the Green School Committee who are :Laura O’Shea, Tom Crowe, Maeve Connell, Conor Murphy, Darragh Murphy, Lucy Doyle, Wesley Kelly, Laura Smyth, Louise Crowe, David Folan, Matthew Coppinger.  Parent representatives were Valerie Craven-Grace and Lena Lindberg.   
To keep our school green please remember to recycle the following with us:
· Batteries 

· Aluminium Cans (Can Bank situated inside main gate)
· Recycling Clothes Bank

· Used stamps

· Old mobile phones 

· Printer cartridges 

Remember – anyone recycling a mobile phone, mobile battery or charger will get a gift of a copy – so get recycling! 
VISITORS TO N.K.ET.S

Thomas Millar of Rehab Recycle visited the school on Tuesday 19th February to speak to 3rd – 6th classes about the importance of recycling electrical and electronic waste.  He was very impressed by the amount of recycling we already do in the school and the level of awareness by our children about caring for our environment.  In addition to his talk with the children, he kindly gave us a free reconditioned computer for use in the school and arranged for a large wheelie bin to be dropped to the school to allow parents/children to bring in small electrical waste for recycling.  This was a huge success.  We have arranged for the WEEE Recycling Bin to be returned to us shortly – so have a good spring cleaning session at home during the Easter break for any electrical or electronic items and deposit them in the WEEE bin when it arrives. We are hoping that this bin will be a feature in the school at least twice a year.  

On 1st February 3rd Class had a visit from Andrew a Fire Officer from Leixlip Fire Station who gave a presentation covering the importance of smoke alarm ownership, raising awareness of fire hazards in the home and family escape plans.  It was a very informative talk.  The children received a fun pack including a Certificate, Stickers, Home Safety Checklist and a Board Game for the familiy to play – whilst fun carried the important message regarding fire safety in the home. 
On 4th February two members of the Gardai paid a visit to 3rd and 5th classes to speak to them about  their role in the community.
Helena Stout (parent of Emmet (3rd) came in to speak about nursing and gave them an insight into what her day entails and why she became a nurse. 

Eoghan Corry (Journalist and parent of Siofra 6th) has paid many visits to 6th class to assist them in writing and arranging articles for their upcoming “Nkets E.W.S.” Paul MacCourt (parent of Tara and Sean 2nd and J.I.)  kindly offered his services free of charge in publishing their newspaper.  Olive and 6th Class would like to extend their sincere thanks to both Eoghan and Paul in making their newspaper possible.  Articles are top secret!  They hope to distribute their newspaper very soon. 
GARDENING

A request request for volunteers to assist with the planting of shrubs in our Sensory Garden was made a few weeks. Thanks to Lynne Groves, Lorcan Claffey and Noel, the planting was complete and the Sensory Garden looks beautiful.  

Thanks also to Helen McMahon and Lena Lindberg who gave our Junior and Senior Infant gardens a spring clean with the help of our pupils.  
RELAX IN 4TH CLASS
4th class were very fortunate in being involved in the ‘Massage in Schools Programme’ run by Lena Lindberg. This was a huge success and the children thoroughly enjoyed learning techniques in head, neck and shoulder massage and were informed regarding the benefits of massage and other relaxing techniques have to their well-being. Hopefully this brief encounter with massage was a benefit to some mothers on Mother’s Day!   (See Children’s Corner and an article from Lena).
NEW FURNITURE

I’m sure you have by now noticed the beautiful coloured chairs in the various classes which replaced our old wooden chairs.  Only through your efforts in fundraising can be manage to achieve the replacement of worn furniture – regretably the Department of Education & Science grant is not sufficient to meet these needs.

NEW BUS ROUTE
After applying to Bus Eireann to investigate the feasibility of running a route to cover Clane, Donadea, Straffan, Ardclough areas, we are delighted to say that this was sanctioned by the Department of Education & Science and is now up and running since 18th February.  If you are living in or around these areas, and would like to receive free transport to and from the school, please contact the school office.

BUS ESCORT REQUIRED

Reliable Person required to escort children with special needs to and from NKETS for school opening and closing times. Pick-up (8.00am approx.) and drop-off point will be in Leixlip. 

Position to commence as soon as possible.   

Applications with C.V.,references/referees and SAE to the Chairperson, Board of Management at the above address before Friday 4th April 2008.

Please note Garda Vetting will be a requirement for employment. 

A list of suitable applicants may be set up from which future vacancies may be filled within a four-month period from the date of this advertisement.

SWIMMING LESSONS

After a very long delay in getting started in their swimming lessons – Senior  Infants have actually just finished their 8 lessons on 6th March – culminating in a Fun Swim for parents! Jnr. Infants were presented with their NKETS Swim Certificates and Badges – well done to everyone!.  Pat would like to express his sincere thanks to the parents who assisted at the pool. 
1st Class started their swimming lessons (x8) on 13th March.  This will be followed by our Junior Infants who will have 5 swimming lessons. 
EASTER EGG HUNT

Our annual Egg Hunt for our Junior and Senior Infants (hidden very carefully by 1st and 2nd classes!) took place on Thursday 13th March.  This is always a very enjoyable and funny event –and to see so many chocolate covered faces after the hunt. We would like to thank Martyn Saunders for generously donating the eggs for our hunt.
CHINESE NEW YEAR

Thanks to Beng Ling (parent of Lily and Jim Xi – Snr. Infs and 1st class) who visited the school during February to speak about how Chinese New Year is celebrated in her homeland and in Ireland.  

GO RAIBH MAITH AGAIBH

Creative Signs – who very kindly changed our Disclaimer Notices to read our current school name – free of charge!

Rebecca O’Riain – for assisting 1st Class with planting on 27th Feb.

Norrie Smyth – books for our school libraries.
Theresa McGrath (past parent) – books for our libraries. 

BOARD OF MANAGEMENT NEWS
JUNIOR INFANTS 2008 - Our Junior Infant class for 2008 is just full with many names remaining on our waiting list.  We cannot emphasise enough the need to enrol any newborn sibling within a week of being born.  As you are aware, enrolments are accepted on a first come first served basis and siblings do not get first preference in the enrolment process.  Our 2012 list is growing fast!
GRADUATION 2008: We’d like to remind our 6th class parents that our Graduation Ceremony takes place on Wednesday June 25th @ 8.00pm. 
PHOTOCOPIER: We would like to thank the parents who responded to our appeal for contacts for photocopiers.  This enabled us to carry out an in-depth search for a suitable machine and we are glad to say we have one in place.  

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE NEWS
The Executive would like to welcome Orla Kearney and Caitriona Molloy who have been co-opted on to the committee.  We have one vacancy remaining and if anyone is interested in becoming involved, further details can be obtained by contacting Mike O’Malley 
FUNDRAISING NEWS 

We held a disco for the children on Sunday 24th February. This was a social event for the children which raised €260 which will be used for another social event.
 

We had the bag pack last weekend. We raised €3,678.85 which was a lot of the money.
Thank you to all our volunteers who helped especially to Sarah Kerr and Ursula Byrne who worked hard and gave up their whole weekend. Thank you to Anya and Tilo Kruger, Lena Lindberg, Pat Kerr, Eamonn Murphy, Lindsay Mahon, Orla Kearney, Arlene Higgins, Joe Walsh, Louise Kearns, Caroline Maher, Latacha Colgan, Helena McMahon, Lorcan Claffey, Jean Auden, Eva Copeland, Aine O'Reilly, Margaret Rowland, Eileen O'Mahoney, Richard Groves, Grainne Teeling, Louise Cronin, Anthony McAuliffe and Colin Johnson.

 

A very big thank you to all the children who helped they were a credit to our school. Conor and Darragh Murphy, Amy and Aidan Kerr, Linda and Philip Kruger, Nathan Talbot, Scott Landy, Anna Hepple, Molly Mahon, Roisin and Eilis Mahon.
 

Parachute jump.
------------------------------
Lorcan Claffey, Cathal O'Regan and Lorraine Comerford have kindly volunteered to do a Parachute Jump on Sat 19th April 9am at Clonbullogue Airfield, Edenderry Co. Offaly - feel free to travel to see them as they would really appreciate the support. They have been sponsored by Mick Wallis- Wallis Electrical, Orla Kearney-Primary Times Magazine, Pat Barton-Barton Transport.   The Fundraising Committee is asking all families in the school to assist in sponsoring our three brave jumpers. The school will give out sponsor cards on Monday 31st March, and we are asking that each family try to complete the 10 lines on the card by calling on friends, relatives, neighbours etc.  If every family returned €10 we would raise €1,710.00! Help us achieve this target. All cards and money can be returned to the school office.
 

Sensory Garden
-----------------------------
Thank you to Damien Farrell sales Director of Ideal Bathrooms and John Byrne of Maynooth Bookshop who sponsored our sensory garden. Work is in progress at the moment.
We wish everybody a happy Easter.
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Sudoko by Vivian Fleischer (6th)




Learning through touch in 4th class (by Lena Lindberg)
During February, I was able to try out the Massage in schools programme with Arlene, Betty and 4th class. 

They learnt how to massage each other using 15 simple strokes. We had great fun during the four weeks and I would like to thank them for taking part and listening so well. As this was my first go at instructing the programme I was delighted to find that they learnt so quickly.

This programme has been devised by Mia Elmsater and Sylvie Hetu and runs successfully in Sweden, UK, Canada and several countries in Europe.   

What is it?

· Fully clothed, peer massage for children between 4-12 years old.

· The areas massaged are the arms, head and back.

· Teachers and instructors do NOT touch the children.

· The programme is taught over a period of 4-5 weeks, and takes 10-15 minutes per day/session.

· Permission is given by the children to give and receive the massage.

Some of the benefits of the programme are; 

· Children become calmer and have improved concentration.

· Children show improved motor skills.

· A reduction in aggressive behaviour and bullying.

· It helps children recognise “good” and “bad” touch.

· Massage is fun!

I hope to continue with the programme in 1st, 2nd and 3rd class and that children (and parents) will feel the benefits of it.  If you would like more information please contact Lena Lindberg (parent and massage therapist) on 01 6270716.









UPCOMING SCHOOL TOURS





The following are the dates and venues of our tours:


J.I.:  Newbridge House, Donabate 27/5/08


S.I.: Dublin Zoo 20/5/08


1st:   Sealife Centre, Bray 22/5/08


2nd:  National Gallery 7/5/08


3rd :  Lullymore 8/5/08


4th:   Newgrange 1/5/08


5th:   Kilmainham Jail/Royal Kilmainham


        Hospital 14/5/08


6th:  Lilliput Adventure Centre, Mullingar 


        30/5/08


Outreach Classes: Newbridge Hse, Donabate


                             (date to be decided)








Report


by Callum Knight (3rd)


Andrew is a fireman who came in to us last week.  Andrew told us if there is a fire you get out of the house and don’t worry about anyone or anything but yourself.  If there is smoke in your bedroom, you kneel down, go over to your window, open it and get some air.  I enjoyed it a lot because it was interesting and I never met a fireman before.





Here are a selection of poems written during Seachtain naGaeilge





Eirinn by Eimear Delaney (3rd)


Eirinn an-ghlas,


Is maith liom leipreachán.


Rince agus ceol,


Éire go bráth!





Ár Nuacht agus an pictúir by Courtney Fitzgerald (2nd)


Seo é mo laochra spóirt.


Brian O’Driscoll is ainm do


Imríonn se rugbaí


Is imreoir rugbaí


Is imreoir aclaí é.





Ár Nuacht agus an pictúir by Ben Brezina (2nd)


Seo é mo laochra spóirt.


Kaka is ainm do.


Imríonn sé sacar.


Is peiladoir é


Is imreoir aclaí é


Is breá liom iománaíocht.


Is maith liom sacar.





The following poem was received after our December newsletter was printed.  Shauna Minnock (6th) wrote this poem in memory of your grandad Billy who passed away on December 4th 2008.  It is called ‘Home At Christmas’





I can see the lights of Dublin,


And the lovely Christmas trees,


And the candles in the windows,


Of the homes in the Liberties





I can feel the crisp cold mornings,


And hear the Church bells ring.


I can see the busy shoppers,


And hear the Christmas Carolers sing.





But though I’m not in Palmerstown,


I’m really not that far away


I’ll be with you all in spirit,


But I had to get home for Christmas Day.





I know that it was very sudden


And I left without a warning


But I had to get home to Bernie


In time for Christmas morning





They say home is where the heart is,


And that is where I’ve gone


Because eight Christmas’s without Bernie


Really was too long.





This year I’m home at Christmas,


In heaven up above,


But please know that I’m happy


And we both send you all our love.





Our Geography Project


by Brian Neville and 


Malachy Tobin-Larkin (4th)





A few weeks ago we did a geography project on a country in Europe.  We had to choose a country in Europe.  We had to find out information on the country that w echoes about such as famous people, food, culture, sport, interesting facts, famous towns and cities and their national dress.  We had eight weeks to complete it.  It had to be handwritten or typed in our own words. We were allowed to use photos.  We had to gather enough information to fill two A1 sheets.  Our parents came in to see our projects on Thursday the 13th March from 2.00pm to 2.30pm.  It was great fun.  We could use the internet to get all the information we needed.








Report by Conor Walsh (3rd)


A fireman called Andrew came in a few weeks ago.  He taught us what to do if we were trapped in a fire and gave us a pack.  It was really cool.  


Noel works in our school.  Noel was a soldier for twenty-three years.  He said he stayed up nearly all night on duty and only got four hours sleep.  


A Garda came in.  We had a drawing contest and of course I won. The Garda gave everyone a lollipop and my teacher gave me a homework pass – Yepee.





Report 


by Davida Walshe (3rd)





We had 2 Gardai into see us.  They came into us to talk to us about how to cross the road.  They showed us the handcuffs and I saw an asp. They showed us a video about crossing the road.  The video was very good.  Before the Gardai left, they gave each of us a lollipop.





Congratulations to the following Celbridge Athletic Club achievers!


During their Annual Awards, the Celbridge Athletic Club awarded Shauna Minnock (6th) with the Best Overall U11/U12 athlete, Vivian Fleischer (6th)  and Seadna McGrillen both won Best Overall U13/U14 athlete (girls and boys category respectively)





Shannon Mooney (5th) did very well in an Irish Dancing Feis held in Lexilip last month.  She won 2 trophies and 2 medals for an Irish reel and the Walls of Limerick.


 		Well done to all of you!





We would love to hear from any of the children who have won awards/trophies or other achievements in any event.  Just contact the school office with the information.





Massage by Hannah Lyons and Grace Doyle (both from 4th)





Lena, Scott’s mum, came in to 4th class to show us how to do a massage.  These are a few of our favourites.   Hairdresser - you place your fingers on the top of his or her head and make circles with your finger tips.  Ice Skating – place the top of your hands on each side of the spine, move the hands back and forth.  Baker – place hands on shoulders and make gentle movements with the palm and fingers.  Before you give a massage the person who is giving the massage must ask permission.  We did the massage for six weeks.  On the very last week, Lena made us buns with a picture of each stroke on it!





Green Flag by Laura Smyth and Matthew Coppinger (both from 6th)





On the February two members of the Green Flag Committee (Laura Smyth and Matthew Coppinger) went to a place called “An Taisce”.  There we met a lady called Patricia.  Then we met the Minister of Transport who talked to us for a while. Patricia went through all the schools and what Flag they were getting (e.g. 1st, 2nd).  Our school went to get their 3rd Flag.  Everytime you get a Green Flag you always get a topic.  Since we were getting our 3rd Green Flag our topic had to be water.  Water was a hard topic to do, but our committee is so good we could do it.  When we went to An Taisce we had a lovely day out.  After all the schools got their flags we went to have lunch followed by lovely dessert.  We had a great day and came back with the 3rd Green Flag for our school.  








