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March 2005
Notes from the Principal’s Desk …….
Welcome to our first newsletter of 2005.  
I would like to pay tribute to the many parents and friends who shared their musical talents with us during our annual music week .As always the week was great fun for pupils and teachers alike as the sounds of a variety of music rang through the school.

February brought our parent teacher meetings and as always if you have any concerns re: your child or need to keep us informed of something eg change in family circumstances, health issues, etc. make an appointment to see your child’s teacher so we can give you time without interrupting class.

The staff and children have been kept very busy over the past few months with Seachtain na Gaeilge, Anti-Racism week, Music Week, Olympic Handball matches, Athletics training, swimming sessions – the list goes on!  No doubt the summer term will be just as hectic with school tours, our annual sports day, open day for new Junior Infants etc.  
We will be carrying out a Newsletter Survey after Easter amongst the staff, children and parents so we would like to your input by completing the Questionnaire when you receive it.

As you are by now aware, our Fundraising Committee have organised the main fundraising event of the year on Friday 8th April 2005 in the Glenroyal Hotel when we will be entertained by the superb talents of “Elvis: The Way It Was” of whom our own Fiona Cooney is a member.  We have not had a social outing since the Pub Quiz held last October, so it is a great opportunity for you to have fun, talk and chat with other parents and at the same time raise money for your child’s school.  There are supper raffle prizes and a special prize will go to the ‘best dressed Elvis’ on the night!

May I remind parents that if you should change phone numbers (including minders), addresses etc. please inform the school office immediately, and also to remind you to carry your mobile phone with you during school hours.  
On behalf of the staff I’d like to wish you all a lovely Easter break.  See you back @ 8.40am on Monday 4th April.

GREEN NEWS

To keep our school green please remember to recycle the following with us:
· Batteries (entrance door)

· Aluminium Cans (Can Bank situated inside pedestrian gate)

· Used stamps (lobby)

· Old mobile phones (entrance door)

· Printer cartridges (school office)

The sponsors of our Mobile Recycling Bank are giving a ‘gift’ of a set of pencils to any child who recycles a mobile phone or charger in our recycling bank until stocks run out.  We have just received a batch of these pencils – so get recycling! 
TESCO VOUCHERS
Don’t forget to collect your Tesco Vouchers during the Easter break and beyond to help us get some wondeful computer equipment and software for our computer room.
MOBILE FARM

It’s not very often that we get a chance to visit a farm to look and touch farm animals so it was with great expectation and excitement that the Agri-Aware Mobile Farm Unit visited our school on Friday 11th February.  Our Junior Infants to 2nd Class thoroughly enjoyed seeing, touching and smelling some farm animals!  The children were taught how to approach the animals, understand the role of the farm and the farmer and to ask questions.   (photos – book launch??)

RECENT TOURS

On Monday 7th February our 2nd and 3rd Classes went to the National Concert Hall as part of the Music in the Classroom concert programme run by the Irish Times.  

On Thursday 13th January our 5th Class pupils went to visit the Young Scientists Exhibition in the RDS accompanied by Fiona Costello and Lynda Scanlon.  This visit was organised by Intel and by all accounts 5th class had a great time viewing the various exhibits.

ATHLETICS TRAINING

Our sessions of athletics training are such a huge success with the children that they are set to continue after the Easter break for another 5 weeks for 2nd to 6th classes.  Our coaches are very impressed with the standard of athletics that the children display and hope to enter them in the Inter School Competition in Santry Stadium next term.   We would like to sincerely thank our Celbridge Athletics Club coaches for their coaching expertise, their time and especially for the use of their running track situated beside the school.
PODIATRIST

On Thursday 27th January 6th Class were visited by Martina Blessing (Podiatrist) who volulnteered to come in to the class and speak to the children about care of feet.  She showed them a video and explained the importance of taking care of our feet to avoid getting corns, bunions, infections etc.  


UPCOMING SCHOOL TOURS
The following are the dates and venues of our tours:

Juinior Infants: Newbridge House, Donabate 17/5/05
Senior Infants: Dublin Zoo 5/5/05
1st Class: History Muesum 11/5/05
2nd Class: National Gallery (date to be set)
3rd Class: Taghadoe/locality12/5/05
4th Class: Newgrange 4/5/05

5th Class: Newgrange 18/5/05
6th Class: Baltinglass Outdoor Centre 2/6/05
WORLD BOOK DAY

This important day was marked by a series of fun events.  A lot of the children dressed up as a favourite character from a work of fiction, and they really made a great effort with their costumes.  Well done to all who participated.

Another very successful event was the visit of parents as guest readers to all classes.  Both staff and pupils were really delighted to hear the variety of material read and also the very personal and enjoyable presentations made by all the visiting parents.  It really did give the children a sense of the enlightenment and pleasures to be experienced through reading, thanks to the enthusiasm of the visitors.  Thank you very much to all who gave their time and shared their love of books with us.  They were:

Jnr.Inf.:  Martina Foy, Margaret McMonagle and Lindsay Mahon.

Snr.Inf.: Anne-Marie Purcell, Sean O’Riain and Eileen O’Mahony

1st: Lorraine Daly, Orla Kearney and Fiona Kyle

2nd:Helen O’Reilly-Dalton, Lindsay Mahon and Gary Doyle

3rd: Ida Milne and Linda Byrne

4th: David Lederer, Linda Byrne, Aine O’Reilly and Mary Conroy

5th: Fiona Costello and Lisa McGinn

6th: Deanne Mulligan, Fiona Costello, Samantha McAuley and Pat Crowe

5th & 6th classes had a ‘Book’ Table Quiz which was keenly contested and enjoyed by all.  Other classes had various other ‘book-based’ activities during the day, and Senior Infants were visited by a Giant Gingerbread Man!

Once again, thanks to all participants in and contributors to an enjoyable day.

Don’t forget to use your World Book Day Vouchers before 27th March!




BLÁ

SWIMMING LESSONS

Junior Infants had their last swimming lesson on Thursday 3rd March  and they were only too delighted to have some of their parents joining them for a dip!  Anne would like to send her thanks for those parents who helped her at the pool with the children.

1st Class received their  IASA Certificates and Badges – well done to you all!


MUSIC WEEK

Once again our Music Week (24th – 28th January) was a great success!   This year we decided that each class would put on an impromptu talent show of songs, poems, dance etc. for each other.  Not only that, but the children were treated to the singing and guitar playing talents of Fran King  (who was a contestant on the You’re A Star RTE programme).  Many thanks to David O’Loughlin (parent and Fran’s Manager) for arranging for Fran to visit us  - no doubt, you will see a lot of Fran in the future.
We had three members of Comhaltas Ceoltoiri visit us on 26th January to sing and play traditional Irish songs to all the classes.  They were Roisin and Una O’Flaherty and Elaine Clarke – very talented musicians and all with wonderful singing voices.
Tim Rogers (parent) came in and played the guitar to our senior classes.  
Maeve Ffrench (parent) also played guitar to our Senior Infants – a tough audience at the best of times!

As well as performing themselves, some parents arranged for friends to visit the school.  Lisa Dixon (parent), organised the visit of a work colleague Ciaran Hamill who played a selection of tunes on an accordion. Helena McMahon arranged for her friend Jane McLoughlin to sing to some of our classes. 

In addition to these performances and visits, the children spent time listening to music from all over the world.   I’d like to pay tribute to the parents and staff who had made it such a success and we look forward to many more Music Weeks in the years to come.
GO RAIBH MAITH AGAIBH

Olan Neeson – for framing some school photos free of charge. 

Valerie Gately -  Computer Scanner

Maureen Barry – Boxes of Paper and adhesive labels 
Yvonne Waldron – paper

Paul MacCourt – donating crate loads of paper.
World Map – Michael Costello

Martina Foy, Fiona Costello and Jackie Doyle for their help with Senior Infants in creating pottery pieces for Mother’s Day

BOARD OF MANAGEMENT NEWS
USE OF SCHOOL PREMISES  - If you know of any company or person needing to hire a room or hall, tell them to contact the school office for information on hiring rooms here!   Funds raised through by hiring go towards the day to day running costs of the school.

JUNIOR INFANTS 2005 - Our Junior Infant class for 2005 is full with names remaining on our waiting list.  We cannot emphasise enough the need to enrol any newborn sibling within a month of being born.  As you are aware, enrolments are accepted on a first come first served basis and siblings do not get first preference in the enrolment process.  Our 2009 list is growing fast!
CURRICULUM TRAINING DAYS – As previously notified via school-bag post, the school will close on Monday and Tuesday 18th and 19th April.   We have just received notification on 22nd March that another training day will be on Friday 27th May 2005 – so the school will be closed on this date too.
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE NEWS
Following the AGM held on 20th January 2005, below are the names of the Executive Committee

	Andrew Ahern
	Chairperson
	
	(Andrew – 1st Class)

	Adrienne Kelly
	Secretary
	
	(Louise – Jnr. Inf.)

	Grainne O’Hagan 
	Treasurer
	
	(Nathan – 2nd/Lauren – 6th)

	Helen Neville
	Fundraising Committee
	
	(Conor – Jnr.Inf/Adam & Brian – 1st)

	Fiona Kyle
	Fundraising Committee
	
	(Jack – 1st)

	Michael Costello
	
	
	(Meadhbh – Snr. Inf./Maitiu – 5th/Diarmuid – 6th)

	Maureen Keenan-Barry
	
	
	(Elliot – 3rd/Kyle – 6th)

	Martyn Saunders
	
	
	(Colm – 2nd)

	Maeve Ffrench
	
	
	(Ella – Snr. Inf.)

	Eva Copeland
	
	
	(Darragh – Jnr. Inf.)

	Mike O’Malley
	
	
	(Kate – Jnr. Inf.)/Luke – 1st)


Executive Committee Fundraising News

“Tree of Life” Cards, which were designed to celebrate the school’s 10th anniversary, were available at the end of the Christmas term.  We all thought they looked wonderful and something the children were very proud of.  So far 115 packs have been sold, raising € 1150.  Thank you to everyone who bought a pack or two.  There are more available in the office if you would like any further packs.

Elvis – The Way it Was:

This is our big fundraising event of the year.  So come along and enjoy what promises to be a great night.  And just to reiterate what was stated in the note sent home in the school bags, if you are able to either buy or sell the 2 tickets, then please do.  If not, please return them as soon as possible to the school.  We also have some great raffle prizes for the night.

Cake Sale to be held on the last day of term.

Bag Pack to be held in Tesco, Maynooth from 5-7 May 2005.  Last year we raised €2243, so we would hope to better this.   We will be looking for volunteers to assist with this event.  For this event we are not seeking money, just a few hours of your time.

Thank you very much for supporting our various fundraising events.

Wishing you an enjoyable Easter break!



1st Class have been imagining the conversation 






between Father Bear and Goldilocks’ mother.  Here are two samples:-


Haiku is a Japanese art form where a poem consisters of 17 syllables in 3 lines; 5, 7 and 5.  Acrostic Poems:  If you read the first letter of each line of an acarostic poem downwards, tey will make a word or phrase, which is usually the theme of the poem.  Here are some samples from 6th Class:

















Winter by Clodagh Moriarty


Warmth has fled the land


Inescapable bitter freezing air


Nobody braves the outside wind


The land is gripped in icy fear


Everywhere lies fallen leaves, glazed and dead in frost.


Running from this is futile, until summer we are low





Winter by Julia Crowe





Wiping winds blow up and down


Ice is slippery too


Never snows always cold


Time to come in soon


Evergreens stay warm and lean


Runny noses are not clean





The Birdhouse by Emma McGrath


Hanging from the tree


There are no birds to be seen


Nobody is home





Ocean by Ruadhan McGrillen


White horses foaming


Move quickly onto the shore


Offer summer fun.





SURVEY by JackO’Shea (2nd)


I surveyed my class and found the following:-





The most popular TV programme was The Simpsons


There were 16 programmes mentioned – 6 different ‘boys’ programmes and 9 different ‘girls’ programmes.


One 1 TV programme that was liked by both boys and girls was The Simpsons.


Our favourite books were Series of Unfortunate Events, The Weather Fairies and Horrid Henry. The Weather Fairies were all read by girls but the other two were read by both girls and boys.


Some of the things we would like to be when we grow up are:-


A hero, snooker player, stuntman, hairdresser, mountain climber, doctor, actor, artist, office worker, pop-star, lollipop lady, shop-keeper, pro-skateboarder.


Our favourite jobs are: Soccer player (4), Garda (4), Teacher (4) and Vet (3)


Our favourite game is chasing (23 people) and our favourite food is pizza (13 people)





Hello, my name is Father Bear. Today, we made porridge but it was too hot so we went for a walk and Goldilocks came into our house.  Without asking she ate baby bear’s porridge and broke his chair.  She went into baby bear’s bed and feel asleep.  Baby bear is very sad and I’m very cross.  I want her to pay.		             by Linda Kruger








Hello, is this Goldilocks’ mother. I am Father Bear.  Your child was very naughty.  She wrecked my house.  She ate all our porridge.  She sat in all our chairs.  She even broke baby bear’s.  Then she lay in our beds.  Can you bring her over here I would like an apology and she will pay for a new chair for baby bear and some more porridge.


		by Jack Kyle





THE HISTORY OF LEINSTER HOUSE 


by Aoife Mullen and Philip Duffy (6th)





Leinster House was built by a wealthy man called James Fitzgerald.  He was titled “The Earl of Kildare”.  He originally built it for his family to live in.  It was built on Kildare Street and was named Kildare House.  Later James became the Duke of Leinster and changed the name of the House to Leinster House.  When James died, his family sold his house to the State.  When the State got it, it was decided that the house would be suitable for our National Parliament.  They then raised the lecture room floor which held 500 seats but now holds 166.  It is now called the Dáil.  Leinster House has 2 main entrances, one on Kildare Street and one on Merrion Square. Leinster House is mainly made of limestone.  The designer of the house was Richard Cassells.





6TH CLASS TRIP TO LEINSTER HOUSE by David Kelly (6th)





When we arrived at the Dáil we went up to the public gallery above the T.D.’s.  We saw journalists sitting high up at the back of the room.  The Ceann Comhairle, who has authority over the proceedings in the Dáil, sits in front of the journalists.  Then the clerks of the house sit in front of the Ceann Comhairle, and in front of them are the official reports who write down everything that is said in the Dáil.  There are 166 seats in the Dáil.  The parties that are in government sit on the left hand side of the Ceann Comhairle and the opposition sit on the right hand side of the Ceann Comhairle.  We saw Mary Harney, Pat Rabbitte, Michael McDowell, Liz McManus along with many other T.D.’s.  There were a few arguments in the Dáil.  After we came out of the Dáil, we went on a tour of the house.  We saw pictures of former Taoisigh and then we went through to the Seanad where senators meet.  In the Seanad we sat at the back of the room.  The senators don’t have the same powers as the T.D.’s.  The senators get elected by County Councils (who select 40 senators).  Then the Taoiseach nominates 15 senators and finally university graduates elect 5 senators, so in total there are 60 senators.  The head of the Seanad is called the Cathoirleach.











