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Notes from the Principal’s Desk …….


(October 2011)
Welcome to our second newsletter of this school year.  In particular, welcome to our new Junior Infants parents.  We hope by now you’ve settled in and feel welcomed into our school community.  In November and December we plan to hold some coffee mornings for parents in the multi-purpose room.  If you can attend please do, as it’s a nice opportunity for you to get to know each other and re-acquaint after the summer break.
I’d like to thank all our parents and staff who attended the class meetings during September and October.  Senior Infant parents also had a meeting on the Stay Safe Programme which is the Child Protection Programme taught in the school.  You’ll be glad to know a recent circular from the Department of Education & Skills has now made the Child Protection Programme compulsory in all primary schools in the country.
Our new Student Representative Group (SRG) for the first five months of the year was elected in September.  Once again, the children learned about the proportional representation system through the election process. This overlaps with the Presidential election and history of previous presidents, which the older classes have learned about also.  The SRG is really the voice of our pupils as they can bring ideas and problems for discussion at our regular meetings.  Their first two events are Scarecrow making (which you saw at the Harvest Gathering) and Crazy Hair Day.  The SRG had responsibility for collecting the takings on Crazy Hair Day (€2 per pupil) in aid of our umbrella organisation, Educate Together on National Fundraising Day – October 28th.  Events are being held in all 60 Educate Together schools around the country.
Over the past few weeks the pupils have covered the following areas in the Learn Together Curriculum: The Golden Rules, kind hands kind feet, caring for the environment, recycling, democracy, Rosh Hashanah and the Harvest Festival.  We had a great assembly of whole school singing recently and on Friday 28th October, we celebrate Harvest at assembly. 

I’d like to welcome back Sean Squires, our client from St. Raphael’s on work placement again this year.  Sean assists Noel every Monday with his caretaking duties and despite Noel’s best attempts, he remains a staunch Tipperary supporter!

I’d like to thank Lena Lindberg and Helena McMahon for all their dedicated hard work preparing our school plan for gardening called ‘Learning to Grow’.  We hope many of you will get involved in helping out.

We hope you enjoyed our Harvest Gathering and on behalf of the staff I would like to wish you all a very enjoyable mid-term break, and happy Halloween to those who will be celebrating.

See you all back on Monday November 7th at 8.40.a.m.
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Reeling in the Music: 3rd – 6th classes are putting on a performance called ‘Reeling in the Music’ – based on music of the sixties, seventies, eighties and nineties, on Thursday 15th December. Root out those old outfits!
Parent-Teacher meetings will take place on Friday 3rd February and Thursday 9th February 2012.  These meetings will be held after school hours on both days.   You will be notified of your appointed time approximately two weeks before either of the above dates.  
ARTS EVENTS
School got off to a great start for our 5th and 6th classes when they took part in the ‘Simply Music’ workshop held by Paul Maher, on the 20th and 21st September.  Simply Music was a percussion performance workshop programme which combined interactive technology, music making and a live music performance.  On the 21st September, 5th & 6th classes delighted the rest of the school, and their parents, with their music.  Thanks to all of you who came in to listen.
Our teachers of Junior Infants to 2nd Class did not mind their pupils daydreaming for a while on Friday 14th October!  This had nothing to do with the fact that it was the last day of the week but because we had Sharon Lynch visiting us with her unique workshop titled ‘Daydreamers’.  The children are lead through a serious of games to prompt awareness of their senses and imagination through exploration of tactile and stimulating resources.  Using simple colours, shapes and materials a temporary interactive landscape expressing the children’s dreams and fantasies was created in each class room. 

SWIMMING
1st Class got our swimming sessions for this school year off to a start when they had their first lesson on the 13th October.  Their lessons will run for six weeks.

Swimming for Senior Infants will commence on Thursday 1st December, again for six weeks.  However, they will not have lessons on Thursdays 8th and 15th December.  Lessons will recommence after the Christmas holiday, on Thursday 12th January 2012 for the remaining 4 lessons.  
Hopefully, with no cancellations, Junior Infants will start their 5 lessons on Thursday 9th February.    
STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE GROUP (SRG)
Elections were held recently among the children in 3rd to 6th classes to elect two pupils from each class to represent them on the SRG.  The result is as follows:

3rd: Sinead Beaumont & Ethan Claffey
4th: Hannah Kearns & Adam Walsh
5th: Sorcha Costello & Sam McHugh
6th: Marie Connolly & Darragh Copeland
Well done to everyone!

HEALTHY LUNCHES

Spot checks do occur from time to time to ensure that lunches are in keeping with our Healthy Lunch Policy.  Please do not send in bags of sweets – one small treat is all that is needed.
ENROLMENTS

Our enrolment list for 2016 currently stands at 11 names and growing all the time!  Enrolments are taken on a first come first served basis, so please remember to tell your friends, relatives, neighbours etc. to enrol their children as soon as possible after birth.  Siblings do not get first preference.
READING & STAY SAFE MEETING
This combined meeting was very well attended by parents of Senior Infants.  Anne explained to the parents that our reading scheme this year changed from Starways to Oxford Reading Tree and gave the meeting an insight into this.  She also gave a short input into Shared Reading which is a reading partnership between parent and child.  Sean O’Casaide, a representative from the Child Abuse Prevention Programme explained to those present how the programme known as the Stay Safe programme will be taught in our school and the importance of parental input in the programme. 
INFORMATION  MEETINGS

Information Meetings for classes have taken place for this school year.  As for the last number of years the meetings are held for Junior Infants, 1st, 3rd, 5th and 6th.  The curricula in Senior Infants, 2nd and 4th are basically an extension of the previous year’s work and guidelines on homework and behaviour are standard in the years in between.

Our Information Meeting for parents of Junior Infants was held on Thursday 23rd September.  The meeting was very well attended and parents were given comprehensive talks on the curriculum and the importance of play.  Our speakers on the night were Niall, Orlaith and Rita.  

Our thanks to all the parents who attended the various information nights, and to the teachers for giving up their evenings to attend them also.  We hope you found them beneficial.

GO RAIBH MAITH AGAIBH…..

Stationery – Wall Planners from Orlaith MacCourt
Parents-in-School: Thanks to Noel McHugh (Grandparent of Tom, Sam, Jane and Hannah) who visited 1st class to answer questions about what school life when he was young.
Thanks to the following parents from 2nd and 3rd classes who dropped in to spend an hour or so showing the children how to play schoolyard games – Nikki Curran, Caroline Ira, Naomi Clancy, Colm Higgins, Aoife Wallace, Christine Farrell, Patricia Quinn, Eva Copeland, Jean Auden, Leslie Daniels, Aisling Devlin and Imelda Gildea. They played a great variety of games, such as, skipping, hopscotch, piggy-beds, giant steps and baby steps, wall flowers, French skipping (elastics) and more!
Anja Kruger and Lena Lindberg came in on the 7th October to dye wool with 6th class.  The dye was produced from  beetroot and flowers taken from our 6th class garden and mixed with other natural ingredients.  6th Class will be working with the wool to knit scarves assisted by parents. Thanks to those who have come in already.
Thanks to Fiona Kyle and Eva Copeland who worked with the children in Junior Infants on Thursday 20th October to bake ‘letter bread’!  
Thanks to Nikki Curran who very kindly showed all our classes how to communicate the ‘lamh’ sign system.  

FOOTBALL AGAINST RACISM WEEK
On the 5th October we were delighted to welcome two representatives from the FAI to our 5th and 6th classes to deliver their ‘Show Racism The Red Card’ programme.  There was a 30 mins classroom session first, to clarify with the children what racism is and how to respond to it.  This was followed by a 30 mins PE lesson emphasizing the key principles in sport such as teamwork and communication. We would like to thank the FAI for inviting us to participate in this programme.   
‘LEARNING TO GROW’ 

On the 11th October, two of our parents, Helena McMahon and Lena Lindberg invited parents in the school to a get together in the Mucky Duck to discuss and plan garden projects for our class gardens.  

During our Harvest Gathering Coffee Morning on Thursday 27th October they revealed their plans to all those who attended and gave a tour of our class gardens.  The staff and pupils would like to thank Lena and Helena for their help with our class gardens throughout the years.   Thanks also to our volunteer parents who very generously give up their time to come along to work on our class gardens.  
LABEL, LABEL, LABEL!!!!
We would ask parents to please label everything belonging to your child, particularly coats, hats, scarves, gloves, school sweatshirt and bottoms.
GREEN  NEWS
As you are aware we all have a responsibility to help create a cleaner, greener and friendlier environment through participation in recycling.  We have been offered a unique opportunity to earn money for the school while recycling.  ROC Recycling Solutions Ltd have come up with this initiative.  All we (pupils, parents and staff) have to do is to bring in clean and dry newspapers, magazines, comics, books from home and to recycle them in bins which will be provided and placed in the school premises. These are due for delivery during the week of 7th November. We will receive €2.50 per 100 kilogram for the first 2000 kilograms of paper collected and thereafter €3.50 per 100 kilogram. ONLY PAPER/CARD can be placed in these bins – NO plastic bags, packaging or plastic binding, NO staples, paperclips or tins either.
Recycling of other materials such as tin cans, plastic containers etc. will continue in the school as normal.  Classrooms will have bins for paper only waste, plastics/tins and compost.
In keeping with our Green School Status, we are very conscious of the need to “Reuse, Recycle and Reduce” waste and it is our aim in the school that the children leave here with an environmentally friendly attitude!  Please encourage your child to become a leader in your home 
for recycling cans, batteries, bottles etc. To assist you with some of your recycling efforts, please remember that we have a Can Bank and a Clothes Recycling Bank situated just inside our main gate, a Mobile Phone Recycling Bank, a Battery Recycling Box,and a Printer Cartridge Recycling Box – all situated at the ‘Green’ Noticeboard.   The Mobile Phone Recycling Bank will also take chargers and mobile phone batteries – so please feel free to bring along any unused mobile phone equipment that you have at home. 
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__________​​​​​​​​​__________________________________________________________________________________
BOARD OF MANAGEMENT
____________________________________________________________________________________________
STAFF CHANGES
The Board of Management would like to welcome Jenny McCarthy, Elaine Harten (temporary teachers) and Aoife Russell (substitute for Áine on maternity leave) to the staff.  We hope you’ll enjoy being part of the N.K.E.T.S. team.
DEPARTURES
We’d like to thank Lorraine Gibbons and Deirdre Ni Mhairtin for all their dedication and hard work during their years with us as temporary teachers.  We were delighted to hear Lorraine has now joined the staff of Castaheany Educate Together and Deirdre Adamstown Educate Together as permanent teachers.
SPECIAL NEEDS ASSISTANT

Due to Department of Education & Skills cutbacks in June, we lost Anna Ryan’s post as Special Needs Assistant.  We’d like to thank her for her dedication to the children in her care during her year with us.
CELBRIDGE ATHLETICS 
Once again (for the eighth year) we are continuing with athletics coaching for our 2nd – 6th class pupils.  The coaching sessions will take place in two terms – the first of these ended on Thursday 20th October.  Coaching will then resume in March 2012 and will continue until the Santry Stadium competition.  We are delighted to continue our working relationship with the Celbridge Athletic Club.  
COMMUNICATION

We would like to remind parents of our Communication Policy in the school.  If you have any queries, problems or concerns re: your child, or any other issues please contact your child’s teacher to arrange to meet with them.  She/he will arrange a time where they can give you the time and privacy you may need.  In addition, if there is a change in home circumstances (e.g. illness, separation or anything you feel may affect your child, it is important to let us know).  We can assure you of the utmost confidence.  Should you have a complaint to make, the school procedure is as follows:-

(a) Approach the class teacher with a view to resolving the complaint

(b) Where the parent/guardian is unable to resolve the complaint with the class teacher, she/he should approach the Principal with a view to resolving it, and

(c) If the complaint is still unresolved the parent/guardian should raise the matter with the Chairperson of the Board of Management with a view to resolving it.
(d) If the complaint is still unresolved the matter will be brought to the full Board as a formal complaint.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE NEWS
___________________________________________________________________________________

The AGM of North Kildare Educate Together School Ltd will be held on Monday 14th November @ 8.15pm.
Your support would be most welcome.  
We wish the entire school community a safe and Happy Halloween. 
Some of our classes have been 
busy writing acrostic poems.  Below

is a small selection

        An Autumn Falling 
     by Dan McCartney (2nd)

Autumn is the best season
Units have leaves for no reason

The rain comes at night

Umbrellas go up until they’re out of sight

Many days are rainy

No. 31 is Halloween!






continued

5th Class has been reading Under The Hawthorn Tree.  Fionn O’Dwyer wrote this diary entry by one of the main characters, Peggy.

Dear Diary,

Today was horrible!  Me, Eily, Michael, Dan and Pat went down to the bog.  I was really tired after it.  We didn’t have much to eat at home, again.  Me, Eily and Michael were sleeping in the big bed when Bridget’s crying and coughing stopped.  We went over to Bridget and mother and saw that Bridget had passed away.  We called over Dan, Kitty and Father Doyle.  Dan told us that Father Doyle was very ill and couldn’t come over, so we couldn’t give her a real funeral.  She was only 10 months old.  Things have been sad lately, but at least she is in a better place.










Yours truly, 










         Peggy

Arlene asked her Junior Infant class ‘What is the best thing about school?’  Here are some of their answers

Coming to school

Having Arlene in our school

Lots of friends

Outside



Jolly Phonics, it’s funny

Playing with my friend at my table
Yardtime and big break

Knocking on another classroom door for a message
  I love Arlene 
         Playdoh
             Hometime
Written and drawn 
by Liam Folan-Healy (Senior Infants)

News from Davinn Quinn (3rd)





‘In November my dance group will be travelling to Disneyland to dance in an International Dance Show.  There will be about seventy dancers in our group.  We will be doing Irish dancing.  The show will be shown on Disney T.V. and I will keep you posted when you can tune in.’





Have a great time Davinn from all at N.K.E.T.S.








As part of ‘Rosh Hashanah’ the Jewish New Year, 6th class wanted to do something kind so everyone brought in a toy/book and we donated them all to the St. Vincent de Paul.


   





All About Dogs by Fiona Shah (2nd)





There are many kinds of different dogs. Saint Bernards are trained to find people under big snowfalls.  Saint Bernard have this alcohol to help people.  Huskys are trained to bring people from one place to another place.  Huskys do not get cold because they have a thick layer.  Guide Dogs help people who are blind.  When the green light comes the guide dog helps the owner cross the road.  You shouldn’t pat a guide dog because he could get disturbed.  Guard dogs protect homes.  My favourite dog is a Dalmatian.





My Summer Holidays


 by Olivia Rowland (3rd)





This Summer I went to a summer camp with my friend and my brother.  The camp was called Extreme and after that we went to a tennis camp.  My oldest brother went to the Gaeltacht in Donegal for six weeks and me and my other brother went to a drama camp for two weeks.  We went to Donegal for three weeks and we had a holiday home.  We went to Derry three times to get stuff for school and we went to see Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows Part Two.  We went to the beach and my dog went for a swim. We went to a photographer for my communion and my brother’s confirmation.  Then we went back to Kildare and went to school. 





Back to School Acrostic Poem


by Elena O’Toole (4th)





Back to school with new things to do


All hail the start of school


Cause there’s no homework for a couple of days.


Kicking, shouting at Christmas plays


Teachers teach maths, English, that sort of stuff


Other teachers sometimes bluff


Summer holidays are over


Cool, someone got a dog called Rover


Hurry up we are late for school


Oh no I slipped on dog drool


Other children like to go outside to play


Lovely me, I like to go to school, ALMOST every day!





Children’s Achievements


Well done to the following children:





Some of our younger pupils were only too delighted to show off their medals and trophies that they received for a variety of achievements:


Art McLaughlin (2nd Class) – Man of the Match award on Sat 15th October with Leixlip Utd U9 soccer team


Ryan Farrell (1st Class) is a member of Celbridge GAA U7and during his training session on 11th October he received an award for good behaviour, training well and listening.  Sophie Clancy (1st Class) a member of the same team received an award on 4th October for her skills and effort during her training session.


Jane McAuliffe (1st Class) was presented with a Kildare Track & Field League 2nd Club A 2011 medal from Celbridge Athletic Club on 15th September.


Leanne Johnson (2nd Class) loves horse-jumping. During the summer her grandfather presented her with a beautiful trophy, when he saw how good she was at it.  





We are always delighted to hear of our pupils’ achievements, whatever their hobby is, so please do let us know for publication in our newsletters.








Harvest Crops by Keri Moore (6th)





Over the past few weeks parents from our class have been coming in and teaching us about harvesting crops. Lena (Jonathan’s Mam) has dyed wool with us. We used beetroot, flowers and lots of berries. Then we made ink which Lena did with us as well and with the ink we did calligraphy.  In the calligraphy we did Chinese writing and we used the ink as paint and we painted our calligraphy with that.  Anya (Philip’s Mam) did the calligraphy as well, she showed us lots of types of calligraphy.  When we dyed the wool we started to knit four scarves. Anya helped knitting, Orla (Niamh Carroll’s Mam), Ursula (Conor’s Mam) and Cathy, our teacher, helped as well.





After that we all drew a scary scare-crow and then the SRG came up with an idea to make an actual scare-crow model and we had to pick one of the pictures.  Cathy picked Eilis’ picture and the scare-crow’s name is Mr. Robin Banks.  We put him on a cross with a shirt and trousers with a football as his head.  He robbed a bank and has a big bag of cash.  All the class helped to put together this great piece of work – so thank you to all the parents that helped us to do this by donating clothing and materials.





Lena came in before the mid-term and we made and tasted carrot and apple juice.  Then we all had a chance to ice some cupcakes using beetroot and carrot icing.  My favourite part of all was the calligraphy.  I hope we get to do more of something like that. 











