Notes from the Principal’s Desk …….





(October 2006)
Welcome to our Autumn Newsletter. Welcome to our lovely Junior Infant class, to our new staff members (see BOM corner) and our new parents!   As usual the first two months of this term are busy for everyone, organising class meetings and events for the year ahead.  The festivals of Harvest and Hallowe’en were well celebrated in the classrooms.   One of the highlights was the ‘grand tour’ of our Wicked Water Witches from Letterland with very scary faces thanks to the assistance of many of the Junior Infant class parents. 

Our Executive Committee are launching a major fundraising drive this year, ably led by Sarah Kerr and her team.  The first event is a Scary Cake Sale held in the hall today.  Many other exciting events are planned including a Monster Raffle and Pub Quiz this term.  We hope you can join in the fun at these events and get to know each other better, whilst raising money to assist with the running costs of the school and the purchase of new equipment and resources.

We wish you all a very enjoyable mid-term 
break and a happy Hallowe’en to those of
 you who will be celebrating.
See you all back at 8.40am 
on November 6th.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Storyteller – Niall de Burca will be visiting the school on Tuesday 7th November to enthral us all with his unique ability to tell stories.  He is extremely popular with the children and his visits are now an annual event in the school.  Our junior infants are in for a treat and this will be their first time to hear him!
6th Class will be visiting the RDS on 20th November – details to follow
1st Class will commence their swimming lessons (x 8) on Thursday 23rd November.
Book Fair – Our Book Fair will take place from 29th November  – 5th December. During these days there will be a wide range of books for all ages available to buy.  60% of the money spent will be given back to the school in the form of books for our class libraries.  (Details to follow after the mid-term break)
CONTACT INFORMATION

If you have changed address, phone numbers, minders etc., please let us know so that we can keep our records up-to-date should we need to contact you. 
On many occasions we have tried contacting parents on their mobile phones, but find that they are either not turned on or go to voicemail. We need to be able to contact you immediately in the event of an emergency, so please ensure your phone is switched on during school hours
Leaving voice messages requires us to continue trying to make contact.  This is extremely important in the event of illness, accident or sudden school closure.
PICK-UP ARRANGEMENTS

Just to remind you that if your child’s pick-up arrangements alter in any way from what was given to the teachers originally, i.e. leaving early from school or a change in person picking up your child at going home times PLEASE INFORM YOUR CHILD’S TEACHER – even if the change is for one day.  It is school policy not to hand over a child to a person who has not been made known to staff in advance, even if the child knows them.  This is in the interest of your child’s safety.

Change in pick up arrangements should be notified to teachers in person or by note.  Please do not phone the office. 

HEALTH & SAFETY REMINDERS
We would just like to remind the children not to bring in any footballs either by bus or when walking to school.  We will purchase ‘school footballs’ for use during playtime. 

When collecting your child during school time, please remember to complete the ‘SIGN-OUT’ book at Reception, collect your child from class and exit the school via the main Reception Door – not the emergency exits!   The purpose of the ‘Sign-Out’ Book is to ensure that we know who is in or out of the school building during an emergency.
VISITORS TO SCHOOL
We were delighted to welcome John Lovett who joined us for the whole day on 11th October and spoke to our pupils in 4th, 5th and 6th classes about the abundance of birds which can be seen in our gardens. (see Children’s Corner) 
Three members of the Celbridge Senior Camogie Team, Aoife Murtagh, Niamh Concannon and Sinead Carroll visited the school on 19th October, prior to them taking part in the Leinster Camogie Final on Sunday 22nd October.  Unfortunately, they were beaten during a hard fought game, but nevertheless they made it to the final – well done girls!
Carol from the Department of Foreign Affairs came to speak to 5th class on 23rd October about the work done by Irish Aid an organisation to help those in the under-developed parts of our world. (see Children’s Corner)
WITCHES & WIZARDS WALK-ABOUT

No – your eyes didn’t deceive you…. we had witches and wizards walking the corridors and visiting the classrooms of the school on Thursday 26th October.  Our Junior Infants were transformed into the most beautiful witches and wizards you have ever seen.  Thanks to Eileen O’Mahony, Eileen Madden, Sinead Kiely, Grainne Mahon, Sharon Curran and Orla Kearney who assisted the children with their costumes and did some wonderful face painting.
SWIMMING

Senior Infants will complete their swimming lessons on 16th November.  The last swimming session will be a ‘fun’ swim and parents can join their children in the swimming pool on that day.  Olive would like to thank the parents who accompanied her to assist with the children over the past number of weeks.
GAELIC GAMES COACHING

Our weekly hurling/camogie coaching sessions are going down a treat with our 5th and 6th classes.  The GAA coach, Mark Moloney, has been putting the classes through their paces and giving those, who have never playing hurling or camogie before, a great introduction to the sport.  

HEALTHY LUNCHES

Spot checks do occur from time to time to ensure that lunches are in keeping with our Healthy Lunch Policy – so don’t forget to adhere to it!

ENROLMENTS

Our enrolment list for 2011 currently stands at 15 names and growing all the time!  Enrolments are taken on a first come first served basis, so please remember to tell your friends, relatives, neighbours etc. to enrol their children as soon as possible after birth.  Siblings do not get first preference.
SHARED READING & STAY SAFE MEETING
This combined meeting was very well attended by parents of Senior Infants.  Olive explained that Shared Reading is a reading partnership between parent and child.  She explained how mutual pleasure in reading is achieved through shared reading.  


Sean O’Casaide, a representative from the Child  Abuse Prevention Programme
explained to those present how the programme known as the Stay Safe programme will be taught in  our school and the importance of parental input in the programme.
INFORMATION  MEETINGS

Our annual Information Meeting for parents of Junior Infants was held on Thursday 5th October.  The meeting was very well attended and parents were given comprehensive talks on the curriculum and the importance of play.  Our speakers on the night were Anne, Olive, Pat and Rita.  

Information Meetings for classes have taken place for this school year.  As for last year the meetings are held for Junior Infants, 1st, 3rd and 5th.  The curricula in Senior Infants, 2nd and 4th are basically an extension of the previous year’s work and guidelines on homework and behaviour are standard on the years in between.

For 6th class we held a combined Relationships and Sexuality Education Meeting and Information Meeting for 6th Class.  Issues such as behaviour, homework and preparation for secondary school were dealt with, and details of the sex education element of the R.S.E. 

Programme were explained.  

Our thanks to all the parents who attended the nights, and to the teachers for giving up their evenings to attend them also.  We hope you found them beneficial.

TESCO SPORTS VOUCHERS
Sunday 5th November is the last day that sports vouchers will be available at Tesco – so if you shop there please remember to pick up the vouchers and drop them into the school.
GO RAIBH MAITH AGAIBH…..

Books – to Aine O’Reilly-Neeson and Orla Kearney for donating books to our class libraries.

Games – to Trish O’Malley for giving us jigsaws and games.
Gardening – Our indoor and outdoor potted plants were repotted on 19th September by our volunteers, Fiona Costello, Helen Neville, Valerie Grace and Grainne Mahon.  Lena Lindberg has been working on our Junior Infant yard in preparation of slabs being laid.  
Towels – to all the parents who answered our Towel Appeal.  
Mmmmm….! In celebration of the Harvest Festival, we had food tasting in the school.  Over a period of a few days there were lovely smells coming from some of the classrooms.  Junior & Senior infants were assisted in the baking of bread.  1st class made and tasted some mouth-watering wraps and 3rd Class made pizzas with toppings of their choice!  All of this could only have been made possible by parents coming in to us and they were….Valerie Craven-Grace, Eileen Madden, Bernie Caulfield, Fiona Kyle, Lena Lindberg and Helen Neville 
GREEN  NEWS
In keeping with our Green School Status, we are very conscious of the need to Reuse, Recycle and Reduce waste and it is our aim in the school that the children leave here with an environmentally friendly attitude!  Please encourage your child to become a leader in your home 
for recycling cans, batteries, bottles etc. To assist you with some of your recycling efforts, please remember that we have a Can Bank and a Clothes Recycling Bank situated just inside our main gate, a Mobile Phone Recycling Bank, a Battery Recycling Box, a box for used stamps and a Printer Cartridge Recycling Box – all situated at the ‘Green’ Noticeboard.   The Mobile Phone Recycling Bank will also take chargers and mobile phone batteries – so please feel free to bring along any unused mobile phone equipment that you have at home. Children must first bring items for the Mobile Phone Recycling Bank to the office before placing them in it – as a 
gift awaits you!  If anyone needs shredded paper for animal bedding, artwork etc. please let us know at the school office and we will arrange to give you some. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________
BOARD OF MANAGEMENT
____________________________________________________________________________________________
PARKING AND SAFETY
The Board of Management have already drawn you attention to safety issues arising outside the school gates.  Please remember not to park on the double yellow lines.  The Board of Management requests all parents to use the carpark or the parking bays on the road from St. Wolstan’s for reasons of safety, and ensure your children are supervised at all times.    These guidelines are there to protect all our children but we need everyone’s co-operation to make them effective.   
CELBRIDGE ATHLETICS 
Once again (for the third year) we are continuing with athletics coaching for our 2nd – 6th class pupils.  The children really enjoy these coaching sessions .We are delighted to continue our working relationship with the Celbridge Athletic Club.  
Board of Management – continue

GAA GAMES

Wednesday 11th October saw the first of our hurling/camogie coaching sessions for 5th and 6th classes.  We are delighted to take on board this GAA initiative which is free to primary schools.  It is hoped that coaching on gaelic football will commence soon after.

STAFF CHANGES
The Board of Management would like to welcome our new staff members this year, Sonya McArdle (Substitute Teacher), Linda Heraty (Special Needs Assistant) and Maria Gannon, a staff member from Scoil Brid who is a shared Learn Support Teacher between both schools.  Maria will be working with Junior and Senior Infants for the year ahead.  We hope they will spend many happy years with us.

COMMUNICATION

We would like to remind parents of our Communication Policy in the school.  If you have any queries, problems or concerns re: your child, please contact your child’s teacher to arrange to meet with them.  She/he will arrange a time where they can give you the time and privacy you may need.  In addition, if there is a change in home circumstances (e.g. illness, separation or anything you feel may affect your child, it is important to let us know).  We can assure you of the utmost confidence.  Should you have a complaint to make, the school procedure is as follows:-

(a) Approach the class teacher with a view to resolving the complaint

(b) Where the parent/guardian is unable to resolve the complaint with the class teacher, she/he should approach the Principal with a view to resolving it, and

(c) If the complaint is still unresolved the parent/guardian should raise the matter with the Chairperson of the Board of Management with a view to resolving it.

____________________________________________________________________________________________
Executive Notes

New Chairperson 

The Executive Committee has a new chairperson.  Mike O’Malley took up the position in October 2006.

Mike takes over from Maeve Ffrench who has had to resign from the Executive due to personal commitments.  Maeve had been a member of the Executive for a number of years and has worked very hard during her time on the committee.  We would like to take this opportunity to thank Maeve for her commitment and dedication over the years and look forward to working with her again in the future.

Fundraising Update 

Would you like the chance to win a Christmas Hamper, Toys for the Kids, Meal Vouchers and much, much more?.............then why not come along to our PUB QUIZ on Thursday 16th November at 8.00pm upstairs in the Kildrought Bar, off Main Street (beside the Library), Celbridge.  

So come and support our school fundraising efforts, and in turn have a great night and flex your ‘mental muscle’ while also winning great prizes!!   “To be or not to be” that is the question, but rest assured that “to be there” is the answer for a night with lots of fun!

Tables of four available on the night at €40.00 per table (only €10 each)

Looking forward to seeing you all there!

Monster Draw Update

You are now by all aware of our huge and main fundraising event of the school year…..the Monster Draw to be held on 3rd March 2007.  With the main prize being a car or €10,000 it is truly well worth the €100 per ticket asking price.   The other prizes on offer exceed the ticket price too.

Just imagine winning any of our prizes and you have a great chance of doing so as the tickets are limited to 400.  When all the tickets are sold the money raised for NKETS will be a staggering €28,000.  We don’t expect each family in the school to buy a ticket…… but if you can commit to selling one ticket on our behalf that would be fantastic.  Nearly everyone knows of someone or of a group of friends/relatives who can come together to buy one ticket.    Alternatively, if you book a ticket – and commit to pay later – any time before 1st February 2007!
We want to make this Monster Draw a fabulous fundraising success – we need your support!






Congratulations are sent to the following pupils – Vivian Fleischer, Darragh Scanlon, Ciara Delaney, Mya Butler-Rees, Shauna Minnock, Emer Cahill, James Dixon, Roisin Mahon and Laura Smyth who all took part in the Liz McDonnell 5km run recently.  
Irish Aid


Irish Aid is about helping poor people.  It is a good thing to do.  In Ethiopia there are poor people.  Carol helps them.  Ireland gives Ethiopia 50c out of every €100 euro.  There is a lot of land in Ethiopia.  They have to walk to the middle of nowhere to get some water.  There are eight goals Ireland hopes to give Ethiopia before 2015.  In Ethiopia they have porridge for breakfast every day. There are 30 people on one desk and in school they have a yellow carton full of water under every desk. 	Robert Flynn (5th)





Irish Aid


A girl called Carol from Irish Aid came into 5th class to talk about the 8 millennium goals.  The first goal was to eradicate extreme poverty and hunger.  The second is achieve universal primary education, the third is to promote gender equality and empower women through education.  The fourth reduce child mortality, the fifth is to improve the health of mothers, the sixth is to combat disease.  The seventh is to ensure environmental sustainability and finally goal eight is to create a global partnership for development and all of this must be done by 2015.  5th class was split up into 6 groups to think of an idea to help start off these goals and there will be a winner with the best group having it displayed in Dublin.    				Sarah Kelly (5th)





Irish Aid


The Irish Aid is an organization who help people in need e.g. crops that are dead, a tsunami, or war.  They have two warehouses that have tents, ruck-sacks and food so they can be ready for something to happen.  On Monday 23rd October a woman named Carol from Irish Aid came in to us and we talked about Ethiopia and Africa and we played a game when we compared Ireland and Ethiopia and we were put into groups to do a project on the Millenium goals.  We had three options  1. to do a print, comic, newsletter etc. 2. an audio vision or 3. a play.


				James Doyle (5th)





Pat asked his Junior Infant class the following:





What do you like about this school?				If you were telling another boy or girl about


I like the baby in the Home Corner				our school, what would you say?


I like the cars							It’s excellent


I like the sandpit						There’s a kitchen and loads more stuff


I like the new toys						We have a den


I like the dressing-up we did today				Nothing


I don’t know							I have a pain in my tummy


I like everything


I like when I went into my brother’s class


I don’t like this school because we have loads and loads and loads of work to do.





BIRDMAN


A man called John Lovett came into our class to talk about birds.  He brought in a lot of stuffed birds, posters, a projector with loads of pictures on it and a tape with bird calls.  He talked about all kinds of birds, mainly Irish.  He also gave us a quiz about the calls we heard.  Aaron Commons was the only person in our class that got them all right.  The pictures on the projector were beautiful. Later on, we did owl pictures and drawings of Irish birds in art.  Since then we’ve seen lots of different birds in our own gardens and at school.  We think John was a very nice guy and hope he comes back to visit our school again.		Ciaran Duff and Sean O’Connor – 6th Class








