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(October 2009)
Welcome to our second newsletter of the term.  I hope the new parents of our Junior Infant pupils and Outreach Classes are feeling welcomed into our school community.  Our recent Coffee Mornings were very well attended and our parents thoroughly enjoyed the treats baked by the pupils. Coffee mornings for other classes will continue throughout the year.

We have some new faces joining the Executive Committing (patron Body), following the A.G.M. held in 
September.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank the members who are leaving and those who are
staying on for your contribution to the school. Orla Kearney remains on as Chairperson and I wish her 
another successful year.

During September and October the staff organised class meetings which were very well attended. Senior Infants parents also had a meeting on the Stay Safe Programme which is the Child Protection Programme taught in the school. Each year also the sixth class meeting covers areas such as discipline, homework, preparation for secondary, and the sex education element of the Relationships and Sexuality Education Programme. I’d like to thank all of you for attending the meetings and the staff for their preparation and inputs during these evenings.

Our new Student Representative Group was elected recently and once again the children learned about the proportional representation system through the election process. Meetings have commenced and like last year the group are full of ideas,- their first coming to fruition this Friday with a fancy dress assembly to help finance some of their upcoming events. The group is a great opportunity for our pupils to see the democratic process in action at their meetings when decisions need to be voted on, and they learn that majority may carry through an idea even when they personally may not agree with it. The S.R.G. suggestion box will remain in the lobby so that any ideas students may have can be put on the agenda for forthcoming meetings.

I recently read an article on some of the findings of the first phase of the Growing Up in Ireland survey examining lifestyles of 9 yr olds. It gives some startling results, and as the topic of play and access to age inappropriate material came up at some of our meetings I thought you may be interested in some of the findings.  Almost half of all nine yr olds have a T.V. in their bedrooms. Two thirds spend one to three hrs per day watching T.V. and one in ten between 3 and five hrs a day. Many teachers will also tell you no matter how shocking or explicit a late night programme is, some of our pupils will have seen it.  Also nearly half of the nine year olds in the country have mobile phones!! These figures give plenty food for thought for all parents as to how brief our children’s childhoods are becoming, the quality of their lives and for teachers how all of these developments impact on classroom life.
I’m delighted to let you all know that we have taken on a client from St. Raphael’s for weekly work experience. Brian has started assisting Noel with his caretaking duties and so far he loves being here. We are happy to be able to integrate Brian into our school community in this positive way.
During this term our pupils have covered the following themes in our Learn Together Programme: Good Manners, Greetings, Multiple Intelligences, Self esteem, and the Democratic process. I have to say the work on good manners and greetings has created a much better atmosphere in the school and I would ask you as parents to continue encouraging this type of positive behaviour which benefits all of us!

[image: image2.png]oY
WERRY &)
Halloween



We wish you all a very enjoyable mid-term break and a happy Hallowe’en to those of you who will be celebrating.   See you all back at 8.40am on Monday November 2nd 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Reminder - As listed in our School Closure Year Planner 2009/10 the school will be closed on Friday 13th November for a planning day.
Staff Meeting: Friday 11th December closing at 11.30am
CONTACT INFORMATION

If you have changed address, phone numbers, minders etc., please let us know so that we can keep our records up-to-date should we need to contact you. 
On many occasions we have tried contacting parents on their mobile phones, but find that they are either not turned on or go to voicemail. We need to be able to contact you immediately in the event of an emergency, so please ensure your phone is switched on during school hours.
Leaving voice messages requires us to continue trying to make contact.  This is extremely important in the event of illness or an accident.
TEXT-A-PARENT

Our Text-a-Parent mobile phone numbers are listed separately from our Contact List.  In order for the Text-a-Parent communication system to work efficiently for you, we need to keep up-to-date mobile phones, therefore, please ensure you inform the school office of any change in number.

PICK-UP ARRANGEMENTS

Just to remind you that if your child’s pick-up arrangements alter in any way from what was given to the teachers originally, i.e. leaving early from school or a change in person picking up your child at going home times PLEASE INFORM YOUR CHILD’S TEACHER – even if the change is for one day.  It is school policy not to hand over a child to a person who has not been made known to staff in advance, even if the child knows them.  This is in the interest of your child’s safety.

Your child should be made aware of pick-up arrangements BEFORE they leave for school in the morning.  PLEASE DO NOT PHONE THE OFFICE for us to pass on messages. 
When collecting your child during school time, please remember to complete the ‘SIGN-OUT’ book at Reception, collect your child from class and exit the school via the main Reception Door – not the emergency exits!   The purpose of the ‘Sign-Out’ Book is to ensure that we know who is in or out of the school building during an emergency.
VISITORS TO SCHOOL
Gda Stephen Sergeant spoke to 5th Class on Wednesday 30th September about his career as a guard, pedestrian safety, helping the elderly.  He also brought in samples of equipment used by the guards in the course of their duties.   
On the 15th September, we had a Songschool Workshop presented by Chris Tuesner for Junior, Senior, 1st and 2nd classes.  Chris and his assistant stayed with us for the whole day and his workshop was a great success with both pupils and staff.  The workshops were totally fun based but at the same time the children were introduced to instruments, their sounds, explored sound sources and encouraged to develop their listening skills.  
3rd, 4th and 5th classes took part in a Shadow Puppetry Workshop on the 1st October given by Sharon Lynch.  This involved the children creating simple puppets using paper and other materials.  They then presented a short shadow play in the class dens using music and light to create atmosphere.  
We may have budding architects from 5th and 6th classes in future, especially after their Architecture Workshop on Tuesday 20th October. Fifi Smith gave a fascinating insight into the shape, form, design and function of the buildings that surround us and the building materials used.  During the workshop the children designed and drew their own building façade.

The above workshops were arranged in conjunction with the Kildare Arts Service. 
SWIMMING

Our Outreach Classes have commenced their swimming sessions and are thoroughly enjoying them.  

Swimming for Senior Infants will commence on Thursday 7th January 2010 for 8 lessons.  They will be followed by 1st class for 8 lessons and then by Junior Infants for 5 lessons.  
STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE GROUP (SRG)
Elections were held recently among the children in 3rd to 6th classes to elect two pupils from each class to represent them on the SRG.  The result is as follows:

3rd: Sorcha Costello/Fionn O’Dwyer

4th: Conor Murphy/Eilis Mahon

5th: Cian Murphy/Eimear Delaney

6th: Linda Kruger/Adam Neville

Substitutes:

3rd: Emma Golden/Daniel Jupe

4th: Cian McDonnell/Hannah McHugh

5th: Kevin Dunne/Laura O’Shea

6th: Victoria Petts/Andrew Ahern
Well done to everyone!
HEALTHY LUNCHES

Spot checks do occur from time to time to ensure that lunches are in keeping with our Healthy Lunch Policy – so don’t forget to adhere to it!

LIBRARY TRIP
The children from our Outreach Classes visited Celbridge Library on 8th October, to listen to author Fiona Tierney, read some stories, as part of the Children’s Book Festival 2009.  They also enjoyed a visit of the library. Thanks to Susan McCartney and Humeera Qureshi for assisting with transport to and from the library.
ENROLMENTS

Our enrolment list for 2014 currently stands at 9 names and growing all the time!  Enrolments are taken on a first come first served basis, so please remember to tell your friends, relatives, neighbours etc. to enrol their children as soon as possible after birth.  Siblings do not get first preference.
SHARED READING & STAY SAFE MEETING
This combined meeting was very well attended by parents of Senior Infants.  Niall explained that Shared Reading is a reading partnership between parent and child.  He explained how mutual pleasure in reading is achieved through shared reading.  Sean O’Casaide, a representative from the Child Abuse Prevention Programme explained to those present how the programme known as the Stay Safe programme will be taught in our school and the importance of parental input in the programme.

INFORMATION  MEETINGS

Our annual Information Meeting for parents of Junior Infants was held on Wednesday 30th September.  The meeting was very well attended and parents were given comprehensive talks on the curriculum and the importance of play.  Our speakers on the night were Anne, Orlaith and Rita.  

Information Meetings for classes have taken place for this school year.  As for last year the meetings are held for Junior Infants, 1st, 3rd and 5th.  The curricula in Senior Infants, 2nd and 4th are basically an extension of the previous year’s work and guidelines on homework and behaviour are standard on the years in between.

For 6th class a combined Relationships and Sexuality Education Meeting and Information Meeting for 6th Class was held on 5th October.  Issues such as behaviour, homework and preparation for secondary school were dealt with, and details of the sex education element of the R.S.E. programme explained.  

Our thanks to all the parents who attended the various information nights, and to the teachers for giving up their evenings to attend them also.  We hope you found them beneficial.

GO RAIBH MAITH AGAIBH…..

Stationery – Audrey Beatty
Books, Toys & Games – Lindsay Mahon, Ursula Byrne, Audrey Beatty, Trish O’Malley and Karin Duffy (past parent)
Art & Craft Materials – Orla Kearney.

Catering items – Fionnuala Parker.
Diwali – Thanks to Lorraine Dunne (Learning Support Teacher) took time out from her adoptive leave to work the children in 5th class.  She explained what Diwali was and as part of this celebration, made rangoli patterns with them. 
Sign Language  – Thanks to Jennifer Dromgoole and Christine Farrell who came in to our Junior Infant class on Tuesday 13th October and demonstrated the letters of the alphabet through sign language.
Coffee Mornings  - thanks to Susan McCartney and Barbara McCourt who organised the  coffee morning on Wednesday 14th October for parents of our Outreach Classes.  We must also thank Christine Farrell, Naomi Clancy, Louise Corry, Audrey Beatty and Arlene Higgins who also came in on Friday 16th October to help the Junior Infants to cook cakes and biscuits for their parents who were having their coffee get together that morning.   
Art – Lorraine would like to thank Sarah Kerr and Naomi Clancy who came into her 1st class on Tuesday 20th October to assist with artwork which involved marbling and painting.
GREEN  NEWS
The Green School Committee theme for this year is Transport, once again.  Last year, the Committee met to formulate a plan that would work for our school. We will continue working with An Taisce’s designated travel officer and will keep you updated.
In keeping with our Green School Status, we are very conscious of the need to Reuse, Recycle and Reduce waste and it is our aim in the school that the children leave here with an environmentally friendly attitude!  Please encourage your child to become a leader in your home 
for recycling cans, batteries, bottles etc. To assist you with some of your recycling efforts, please remember that we have a Can Bank and a Clothes Recycling Bank situated just inside our main gate, a Mobile Phone Recycling Bank, a Battery Recycling Box,and a Printer Cartridge Recycling Box – all situated at the ‘Green’ Noticeboard.   The Mobile Phone Recycling Bank will also take chargers and mobile phone batteries – so please feel free to bring along any unused mobile phone equipment that you have at home. 
If anyone needs shredded paper for animal bedding, artwork etc. please let us know at the school office and we will arrange to give you some. 
Arlene, our Green School Committee co-ordinator would like to thank everyone who donated jerseys for ‘Strips for Africa’, organised in early October. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________
BOARD OF MANAGEMENT
____________________________________________________________________________________________
STAFF CHANGES
The Board of Management would like to welcome our Eoin Murphy who replaces Lorraine Dunne, whilst she is on adoptive leave.  
CELBRIDGE ATHLETICS 
Once again (for the sixth year) we are continuing with athletics coaching for our 2nd – 6th class pupils.  The coaching sessions will take place in two terms – the first of these ended on Thursday 22nd October.  Coaching will then resume in March 2010 and will continue until the Santry Stadium competition.   The children really enjoy these coaching sessions.  We are delighted to continue our working relationship with the Celbridge Athletic Club.  
COMMUNICATION

We would like to remind parents of our Communication Policy in the school.  If you have any queries, problems or concerns re: your child, please contact your child’s teacher to arrange to meet with them.  She/he will arrange a 
time where they can give you the time and privacy you may need.  In addition, if there is a change in home circumstances (e.g. illness, separation or anything you feel may affect your child, it is important to let us know).  We 
can assure you of the utmost confidence.  Should you have a complaint to make, the school procedure is as follows:-

(a) Approach the class teacher with a view to resolving the complaint

(b) Where the parent/guardian is unable to resolve the complaint with the class teacher, she/he should approach the Principal with a view to resolving it, and

(c) If the complaint is still unresolved the parent/guardian should raise the matter with the Chairperson of the Board of Management with a view to resolving it.
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE NEWS
___________________________________________________________________________________

The AGM of North Kildare Educate Together School Ltd was held on Monday 21st September with a good turnout including many new families to the school.  A number of members of the existing Executive Committee decided to step down and we were delighted to have so many volunteers to take their place including two parents from the Outreach unit.  
The Executive Committee is now made up as follows:
Orla Kearney – Chairperson 

Cathal O’Regan - Treasurer

Secretary – Colm Molloy
Michael Costello, Susan McCartney, Barbara McCourt, Yvonne O'Neill,  Joe McHugh,  Paula Carroll and Aisling Gallagher.  
The committee would like to sincerely thank the outgoing members for their service and the help they have given to the new committee.  They are: Grainne O’Hagan (former Treasurer) and Greg Pluymers.
 FUNDRAISING NEWS
We have had a great start to the year already thanks to Susan McCartney and Barbara McCourt having pre-booked some events. We would encourage all families to support our fundraising events throughout the year.  The first of these will be our Cake Sale –  Don’t Forget this takes place on Friday 23rd October in the school hall @ 11.30am
Recycling and Fundraising – at the same time!    Here is a very good idea raised by parent Lena Lindberg, which will not only help you recycle some items, but will raise money for our school.  Any good, unwanted stuff, e.g. bikes, games, skiwear, etc. are advertised and sold, with proceeds going to the school.  

We will have a ‘Swap Shop Corner’ in our school noticeboard whereby parents can advertise their item for sale, giving their contact name/phone and price sought.  Interested parents, would then make direct contact and the proceeds would then be given to the school.  

It would be a local way to recycle things that are "too good" for the bin.  During the mid-term break, why don’t you look through your house to see what items can be disposed of in this way – whilst helping us raise funds! 

The first of these adverts is already in our noticeboard, so please check it out.
 We wish the entire school community a safe and Happy Halloween. 
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Google Eyes


by Conor Neville (4th)





My friend had a fish


Called Google Eyes.


But if it ate too much,


It lies down and dies.





It had big eyes


It died from a disease


He was a happy fish.


‘Cause he didn’t have fleas!





He got bought in the Orchard.


The poor little soul.


He was a €2.50 fish.


And now boxers fills his fish bowl.





Drama in 2nd Class





The following article was written by Niamh McInerney.





The Invitation with picture is by Emily McAuliffe





In drama, we are doing a story about a village and there’s a hill in the village.  Up the hill is a cave and in the cave is a dragon.  The villagers are expecting some visitors so we are going to clean up the village.  Everybody is doing hard word when the dragon passes over the village and there are tears falling from his eyes.  The villagers decided to invite the dragon to help them clean up the village and party after.








First Day at School


by Valerie O’Brien (6th)





My yellow wellies splash in the puddles.


My belly’s hungry, oh it should be, should be


When I look at the big kids


And glaze out of the windows.


Oh how I wish I was in bed


But my head, oh my head.


It aches with the pain


Oh how I wish I was in Spain.





Its lunchtime, it’s lunchtime!


Run everybody, run.


You get squashed by them


And squished by these.





Now it’s home, Oh yeh it’s home.


I can’t believe I’m going HOME.





Life without electricity by Jay Downing (5th)





When I got up I would have to wake early to light the stove and when it was heated, I’d put on the kettle and the porridge.  My Mam, would have to get up early to make fresh bread.  I would pack my lunch and walk or cycle to school.  When I got to school, if it was dark outside, we would have to light candles around the class.  When school’s over everyone walks or cycles home.  When I got home, the dinner would take awhile.  We would have to heat up the stove to make the dinner. Life without electricity – OK more kids would come outside more often, but you wouldn’t be able to play Xbox, WEE, Playstation and when your DS or PSP run out you would never be able to charge them.  If we don’t use any electricity then the ozone layer would be ten times better.





First Day at School


by Dylan O’Flynn (6th)





After a long summer of freedom,


Going back to school!


No way!


The dreaded First Day came 


What to say?


The friends, the new faces, the yard.


I forgot all about that 


Dreaded First Day.





New to N.K.E.T.S





My name is Daniel Jupe and I moved to N.K.E.T.S. this September.  N.K.E.T.S. is a good school.  It is good because it has sports, lots of cake sales and football at break time.  It also has a yard box.  In the yard box there are skipping ropes and a kerbs ball.  I like the school a lot. 


		


Daniel Jupe (3rd)





Sporting Achievements





Well done to the following children:





Rhea Donnelly (J.Inf.) on coming 3rd in her race at the Club A 2009 competition held on 22nd September.  





To Elena O’Toole who attended the Kill International Equestrian Centre and received gold in the sack race at the gymkana held there on 14th October.  





To Aidan Connolly and Ethan Madden who bought won bronze in their respective 600m races between Celbridge –v- Kilcock held at Crookstown on Sunday 11th October.





We are always delighted to hear of our pupils’ achievements, whatever their hobby is, so please do let us know for publication in our newsletters.








Good Manners


by Ferdia Tobin-Larkin (1st)





I like to say please and 


thank you.


I like to share.


I like to be gentle and kind.


I like to hold the door for the person behind me.


I like to look after property.





One Little Hedgehog


(Poem & Picture) 


by Ella McDonnell (1st)





One little hedgehog


Hiding in the leaves.


Snuffle, snuffle, sniff, sniff


Tickle, wriggle, sneeze!








