
15th Sept.2005
Welcome back everyone.  This is just a short newsletter to bring some items to your attention before our bi-monthly edition.
NEW TEMPORARY TEACHER APPOINTMENT
On behalf of everyone in our school community I’d like to welcome Orlaith Tobin our temporary teacher (replacing Audrey).  We’d like to wish Orlaith happy times with us.

PICK-UP ARRANGEMENTS
As usual we will need to know your child’s travel arrangements for the year.  Also, if there is a change to this, or if someone is collecting your child other 
than the person who usually collects him/her, please let us know by school bag note – no phone calls please.   This is for your child’s safety.

P.E. DAYS
PE for the various classes is as follows.   The appropriate PE clothing must be worn i.e. tracksuit bottoms, polo shirts or T-shirts and non-marking soled runners to protect our floors
Junior Infants 
Tuesday & Thursdays

Senior Infants 
Monday & Wed.

1st Class 
Tuesday & Friday

2nd Class
Tuesday & Friday

3rd Class
Tuesday & Wed.
4th Class
Monday & Wed.

5th Class
Tuesday & Fri.

6th Class
Wed. & Friday

Children from 2nd to 6th will need appropriate PE clothing for athletics on Fridays.

TRACKSUITS
We have been in contact with our Tracksuit manufacturers  regarding the whereabouts of 

our school tracksuits!  They  

apologise for the delay and are endeavouring to get them to us a.s.a.p.  Tracksuits will be given out to those who ordered them as soon as they are delivered to us.

INFORMATION NIGHTS FOR PARENTS
On THURSDAY 22nd SEPT. @ 8.00PM we will be holding an information evening for parents of children in Junior Infants.  This evening will give you information on the curriculum that your child will follow, the role of play and of course give you a chance to meet up as a group again.  We look forward to seeing you there.

On Tuesday 20th October @ 8.15pm sharp an Information Meeting will take place for parents of 3rd Class.  
Information Meetings for 1st and 5th Classes will take place in due course and parents will be notified of these.  

ABSENCES
If your child is absent from school please send a note to your child’s teacher confirming the absence in writing.  The school is required to have these notes for insurance purposes.  There is no need to phone in a child’s absence.

HEALTHY LUNCH POLICY
We’d like to remind all parents of our healthy lunch policy again.  As you know treat day 
is Friday but we would ask that 
this is just a small bar/snack.  Lollipops are dangerous on the school playground and we’ve found many children eat only the sweets on these days if this is the treat they get!
It has been brought to our attention by our Dental Health Nurse that it is very bad for 

children’s teeth to sip sugary drinks or juices throughout the school day.  With this in mind we urge parents to encourage your child to bring water for their lunch drink.
     HEALTHY LUNCH POLICY
1.  The North Kildare Educate Together School encourages healthy eating among pupils at all times.

2.  Parents are asked when choosing lunches to avoid the following items – popcorn, crisps, sweets, fizzy drinks, glass bottles, sugary products.

3.  The range of foods suitable are: set yoghurts, fruit, sandwiches, crackers, juices, milk, soup, raw vegetables, cheese, raisins etc.

4.  We have designated Fridays as Treat Days.  On this day your child may have biscuits, buns or a snack bar after their usual lunch.  Please avoid sweets on Fridays.

Please note lollipops are not allowed for reasons of safety.
We seek co-operation of all parents in implementing this policy. Your encouragement of healthy eating habits will have benefits for us all.  

Please remember – if your child does not keep to it – it is unfair on other pupils who do!

HEAD LICE
We have had an outbreak of head lice already – Senior Infants.  Head lice can spread rapidly in the school unless all affected children are promptly treated.  Head Lice do not reflect standards of hygiene in the home or in the school.  We would advise that long hair is tied back at all times in school, 
and that you check your child’s hair regularly.  If your child has Head Lice, please inform us immediately, as it will be necessary for us to notify other parents.
ATHLETICS
Please return your child’s Athletic fee of €10 to your child’s teacher on or before Tuesday 20th Sept.



SCHOOL CLOSURES
Details of school closures have been given to parents. Staff meetings and curriculum training days arise from time to time and parents will be notified of these as early as possible.   
Additional closures we can confirm are:
18th October – Curriculum Training Day
28th October  – Staff Meeting.

SAFETY NOTICE
We ask all parents and guardians to use the pedestrian crossing and footpaths when coming to and from the school.  Please do not block the main door entrance gate at going home time to facilitate the safe entry and exit of all pupils from the building.  Also, please ensure your children do not climb on the walls and railings of the school.

The Board of Management issued a note to request parents NOT to park on the double-yellow lines outside the school gate.  Please use the car park provided or alternatively park in the parking-bays on the road to St. Wolstan’s.  This is for your child’s safety.
LABELLING
We cannot emphasise enough how important it is to label everything belonging to your child (i.e. beakers, lunch boxes, tracksuits, jackets etc.)  We accumulate a large selection of lost property when children’s belongings are not identifiable.  We have a large collection of lost property from the last school year.  Please check through the lost property box situated in the main lobby.

COFFEE MORNING
The Executive Committee have organised a Coffee Morning for parents of Junior and Senior 

Infants has been organised for next Tuesday 20th September from 10.00am – 11.45am sharp, to have chat over a cuppa!  If you are able, please feel free to drop in during the above time.  It would help if parents could return their reply slip to ensure we have enough coffee and biscuits!

SCHOOL BOOKS
Some children are still without their school books.  Due to copyright laws, we are unable to photocopy pages from certain books, therefore if your child’s does not have their school book they cannot participate fully in class. 
RECYCLING  
In the course of the coming weeks we will see the return of our Mobile Phone Recycling Bank so please ask friends, neighbours and relatives for their old mobile phones and chargers.  Don’t forget that we also have a Can Bank for aluminium cans, a Battery Bank for used batteries and a Printer Cartridge recycling box. 
IMMUNISATIONS
Immunisations for Senior Infants and 6th Class will now take place on Friday 18th November.  Your child’s immunisation card will be given to them nearer the time. 

AFTER SCHOOL ACTIVITIES HELD IN NKETS – but not run by NKETS
As you may be aware the school hires out rooms to various people, clubs, organisations etc.  When an activity takes place at 1.20pm and involves children from our Junior and Senior Infants, the children will be given to their parents/minders in the usual way i.e. main door of the school.  It is the responsibility of parents/minders to bring children to their activity and to arrange for 

their collection.   School time for Junior and Senior Infants ends at 1.20pm and once handed over to their parents at that time they are no longer the responsibility of the school personnel.  

